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HISTORICAL MEMOIR

OF

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS.

bt
SRR

WHEN the Athenians were desirous of
doing honour to the memory of Miltiades,
who had exterminated the immense host
of the Persians with a handful of Gréeks,
they decreed that he should be painted in
the Peciles in the act of giving the signal
for that memorable combat. And the idea
was » wise one, that such a picture was a
more honourable monument than one more
sumptuous ; because’if any youth of Attica,
or stranger, afler contemplating the picture
in the Peciles, should inquire,—who is he
b -
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who is directing the small army against
that torrent of soldiers? he would be in-
stantly answered by some old Athenian—
“ that is Miltiades—there is the field of
Marathon—the handful are the Greeks,
and the countless host are the flower of
Asia, collected for our destruction, and dis-
sipated by the ability of the Athenian
Commander.” Of a kind with this idea of
that Athens from which we derive so much
elegant learning and so many noble exam-
ples, I regard the determination of the
most illustrious Deeurions of Genoa te
publish this Codex dlplomtscus of Christo-
pher Columbas, the immortal discoverer
of America. In fact, as this Collection
was a present sent by the: hero himself . to
e Genoese friend to be preserved. in his
native eountry, and is mow published by
the decree. of the 'Civil Magistracy of
Genoa; and ag it contains new information
both of the unknown hemisphere he dis-
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covered as well as of the hardy navigator
who was bold enough to commit himself to
the ocean in search of it, whoever takes up
this volume must say to himself, and to
whoever hears him—* here we have at
last the documents of that great man to
whom we are indebted for the new world ;
he himself presented them to his country,
and she now presents them to the whole
civilized world.” The publication of them
therefore has the same 'object withregard to
Columbus which the picture in the Peciles
was intended to effect respecting Miltiades;
with this differenece, that to see the battle
of ‘Marathon it was necessary to go to
Athens; but in our case, it is the volume-
itself which, distributed in the various
countries of the globe, will convey to them
the glory of Columbus and of his couitry;
a glory which, in the opinion of a Frénch
poet, (the author of an epic poem entitled
Christophe Colomb,) equalled that of Athens;
b2 - '
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the cradle of Miltiades, in the days of her
. greatest renown :— ' |

« Il naquit dans les murs de la superbe Génes, ‘
Dont la gloire égala les plus beaux jours d’Athénes.”

" The reasons which induced Columbus
to send a copy of this invaluable collection
of documents to his countrymen,—the vi-
cissitudes it has undergone,—why it is only
now published,—the care that has been
taken to give a correct transcript of the
originals, and a faithful translation of them,
will be all explained in this Memoir. But
before I enter into these minute details, I
propose to give a brief sketch of the his-
tory of our hero; a task rendered neces-
sary for two reasons ; the first, that it has
been the practice’ of the best editors
of such works to prefix Memoirs of the
Author; and the second, that, speaking
candidly, we have not yet an accurate life
of ‘the discoverer of America. It is true
that his son, Don Ferdinand, wrote ‘one,
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but his performance has by no means satis-
fied intelligent readers; and, besides, he
wanted a great deal of information, which
has since been discovered in the different
archives of Italy. Recently, the Cavalier
Bossi has compiled a life, illustrated by
numerous notes.and a few original docu-
méents; but his excessive confidence in the
suthority of certain writers has prevented
him from giving that degree of accuracy to
several parts of his workwl@ch i8 80 neces-
sary in such researches. -

Previous to commencing my narrative of
the actions of Columbus, I think it proper
to mention, to clear up what follows, that
there are five different opinions respecting
the country of this. illustrious man. The
first is that of the noble family of Colombo
of Modens, which believes that the navi-
gator was of their house; but this opi-
nion has not been taken up by any author,
and must be of very recent date, as both
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Muratori and Tiraboschi, anxious as they
. were for the glory of Modena, and although

~ they had oceasion to speak of the matser,
say nothing of it. The second is of stall
more recent date, and has for its authiora
physician, (Dz. Ravina, if the rumour which
- went abroad last year is correct,) who has
written a dissertation to shew that Colum-
bus was of Cosseria, a place situated be-
tween Le Caresre and Millessimo. The
third is that of the Canon Campi ef Pla-
centia, who has endeavoured to prove that
the humble village -of Pradello, above that
of Placentia, was the cradle of the hero.
His reasons may be seen in a dissertation
iinserted in the third volume of his Ecclesi-
a#tical History of Placentia, a very mediocre
performance. This hypothesis dates sub-
sequent to 1600, as may be collected from
Camapi's own werk, and confimned by the
poem of Cavalier Stagliani, entitled 1/ Mon-
do Nuove, (The New World,) as the. poet,
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in- ¢the dedication of his book to Ranuedia,
the Sovereign of Placentia, (where the
poem was puablished by Basachi in 1617,)
no where mentions the opinion favourable
to the Placentians, but, on the contrary,
dlways speaks of Genoa as the country of
Columbus. In the sixteenth stanza of the
first eanto, for instance, he makes Colum-
bus thus speak:— :

“ Dimmel tu, perche in Genoa al nido mio
Torni a vivermi in umild quiete.”
A fourth hypothesis places his birth-
place at Cuccaro, a castle of Monferrat,
making him the eldest son of the noble
house of Colombo, at that time rich, and
distinguished by its property and connec-
tions. This opinion also has no support
from any of the older writers: on the con-
trary, the Asia of Barros, translated by
Alfonso Ulloa, and dedicated in 1563 to
the Duke of Mantua, at that time Marquis
of Monfertat, gives a decided confirmation
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tg the fifth, which is' the oldest and most
generally accredited ; namnely, that, Genoa.
is.the birth-place and the comnntry of the
discoverer of Ameniea. The reasons of the.
Signori Colombo of Cuccaro may be seem
in a book printed at Florence in 1808, and:
in a dissertation published in the twenty-
seventh volume of the Transections of the
Royal Academy of Turin. The monu-
ments .and the arguments of the Genoese
may be seen in Antonio Gallo;. in the An-
nals and the Psalter of Giustiniani; in the
notes of Giulio Salinero upon.Tacitus ; in
the Annals of Casoni; in the Eulogium of
 Columbus printed by Bodoni ; in a learned
dissertation published by the Academicians
of Genoa in the third volume of their
Transactions ; in my own work on, the
family and country of Columbus, printed in
18¥9; in the Life by Bossi, already alluded
to; and in the Notices of the Family of
.Columbus collected by Belloro, printed at
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Purin, at the expence of Baron Vernazza,
_councillor of his Majesty, and reprinted at
Genoa by Frugoni. Having prefixed these
notices, I shall commence my narrative,
which, if written with the requisite cleair-
ness, will, by its proofs, cut short the dis-
putes of the cortending parties.
Carisrorrer CoLumBus was born at
Genoa. Of this he himself makes a solemn
declaration, in his testament of 1498, quoted
by Salinero and by Herrera ; admitted to
be a genuine document by Balthazar Co-
lumbms, of Cuccaro, one-of the pretendants
to the inheritance of the hero; and finally
published entire by the Genoese academi-
cians, who have thus silenced all the objec-
tions which were started against its au-
thenticity, at the time when only the im-
perfect copy of it was known, which was
printed in the Dissertation of 1808. The
Edinburgh Reviewers, (No. LIV. p. 501.
1816,) after a careful examination of the
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oppesite arguments, and the testament, ac-

ocordimgrio the best edition, were thence led

to proncunce that there was no reason to
deubt its authenticity, so perfeet and entire
did it appear to them. Conformable to-
the testament is the evidence of Ferdinand
Columbus, who states -that his father was
canierraneo (of the same country) with Mons.
Agettino Giustiniani, who was, beyond all
doubt, boii at Genoa, in 1470. This
learned and excellent prelate certifies, in
his Polyglot Psalter, that Columbus was

born in that city; and with him agree the

Doge Fregoso, and thegrave historians
- Gallo and Senaregs, and other contempo-
ravies of Columbus. Having, therefore,
his own declaration, and the testimony of
his son, and the coeval historians, knowing
from the acts of the law-suit that the adve-
cates of Cucecaro were obliged to retract
the rash assertion, that Columbus was born
in . Menferrat, we may reasonably wonder,
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alasg with Bossi, at the hardihood of that
priest, who, in the sixteenth century, wes
not afreid to swear that the diseoverer of
America. was actually.horn.in the castle of
Cuecaro. (Life of Columbus, p.48.) Itis
not so certain in what part of the eity he
was born. A sebscription of Giovanni de
Camerana, made on the third of May, 1811,
{of which there is an extzmart.in the Nota-
xies Register, Berio MS68S. vol. 8. part-
p- 28:) informs us that Giscemo Colom-
be, wool-caxder, son of q". Guglielmo, re-
sided exirg poréam S. Andreae. An agree-
mant, (published by the Genoese acade-
micans,) cencluded in 1489, proves that
Demenico Colombo possessed a house and
shop, well and garden, nells conireda di
gorta B. Andrea, (in the street of St. An-
deew’s gate;) which is equivalent to the
extra portam, as anciently the circle of the
walls of Genoa terminated at the plain of
Bt. Andrew, where the arch of the gute is
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still to be seen. But we also know that
Domenico had another house, in the. lane
‘of Muleento, which he rented of the monks
of San Stefano. In which of these two
Christopher was -born, it is impossible to
ascertain. It is to be observed, however,
that the lane of Mulcento leads from the
street of St. Andrew to the Strada Giulia3
and as both these houses of Domenico
stood in that part of Genoa which lies
between-the ancient circle of St. Andrew
and St. Dominic, as far.as the Piazsa de
Ponticello; there is every degree of proba.
hility, if not moral certainty, that Colum-
bus was born in that part of the city ; most
likely in the parish of St. Stephen, accord-
ing to the ancient traditipn, mentioned by
Ferrari, in his Liguria trionfante, by the
historian Casoni, and by the learned notary
Piaggio.

The year of his birth, as I have proved
elsewhere, must have been either 1446 or
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1447. ' His mother’s name was Stusanna,
as we learn from the agreément already
referred to ; Casoni gives her the surname,
well known in Genoa, of Fontanarossa,
and states her to have been a native of
Sauli, or Sori, a village on the shores of the
Mediterranean ; where the old Columbuses
possessed a house, as appears from an in-
ventory of thie goods of the deceased Oberto
Colombo, made by Bensevega, his widow,
and the guardian of his minor children, and
signed the 9th of January, 1238. (Berio
MSS. vol. 1. p. 108.) ' o
Our -hero was the eldest of the sons, and
was probably named Christopher, after a
Cotlumbus of that name, who was living at
‘Glenoa in 1440, as has been observed in
soine manuscript notices, found among the
‘papers of the celebrated senator Federici.
The second son was named Bartholomew,
and the third, Giacomo, who was after-
wards called Diego in Spain. The name
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of a. sister, who was married to Giacomé
Bavarello, a cheesemonger, has not reached
us. Christopher had such an education as
might be expected from a poor wool-carder.
Helearned reading and writing, and the first
elements of arithmetic; and in the occupa-
tion of earding wool along with his brother
Bartholomew, his early days passed in
obseurity. We are not at all ashamed to
make this sineere avowal of the lowness. of
his: condition, and to-any one disposed to
malkee it matter. of reproach, would answer
frankly, in the words of the noble Giulio
Salinero : “this wool-earder will one day be
so great and distinguished, ‘that- he would
not disgrace the-most illustrious families in
Euvope.” At fourteenr years of age, he
went-to'sea, and continued in the profession
of a sailor until his death. We have no
aceount of his first voyages. We may col-
lect from: his letters;, quoted by Ferdinind,
(ehap. iv.) that he had been in all parts of .
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the Medlterranean, and that at Scio, an

island belonging to the noble Giustinianis
of Genoa, he saw the extraetion. of mastick
from the lentisk tree. In the year 1472,
he went to Savona, to which eity his father
Domenico had, two years before, transfer--
red his residence and woollen manufactory.
It is: not true, however, that the young
Columbus resided in that.city; this would
be inconsistent with chrenology, as, being
born in 1447, and having become a sailex
mn 1461, he could not reside in Savens;
where his father only first settled in 1466\
For the information that. Coelumbus arrivéd
at Savona in 1472, and there subscrbed a
testament as a witness, we are indebted to
Sig. Agostino Bianchi, author of the inter:
esting work, published 1under the modest
title of Observations on the Climate, &c. of
Liguria, vol. 1. p. 143. ,

Christopher became captain of a ship of

war, in the service of Réné &' Anjou, Liond
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of Provence, and King of Naples; who
was unable to defend his kingdom against
the arms of the wily Alfonso of ‘Arragon,
who possessed himself of the kingdom,
leaving Réné only the empty title. This
-circumstance we know from a letter written
by Columbus to the King of Spain, in 1495;
from which Ferdinand (chap. iv.) quotes
the following passage: ““ It happened that
King Réné (whom God has takén to him-
self) ordered me to Tunis, that I might
take the galley Fernandina; and having
arrived near the island of St. Péter, in Sar-
dinia, I was told that this galley had tweo
other vessels and a carack in company with
her. This intelligence so much alarmed
the crew of my vessel, that they determined
to proceed no farther, but to turn back to
Marseilles for another vessel and more
people ; seeing that I could not otherwise
than by stratagem keep them in ordér, I af-
fected to yiéld to their wishes, and changing
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the point of the compass, made the vessel
sail before the wind, it being then late.
Next morning, at sun-rise, we were within
the Cape of Carthagena; while every one
imagined that we were sailing towards
Marseilles.” From the annals of Genoa
and of Italy, we learsn that Réné was at
first assisted by the Genoese, with shipe
and men; that he was afterwards at war
with them ; and that finally, becoming old,
and losing all hope of regaining his kinge
dom, he rétired, in 1473, into Provenece,
where he died not long after. Probably .
the expedition of Columbus to Tunis be-
longs to that year, 1473. . ;
. About 1475, Columbus comsannded a
squadron of Genoese ships and galleys;
with which he passed in the face of the
Venetian squadron, sent to protect the
island of Cyprus, and, calling out St. George
Jor ever [ was not only not molested by ¢the
Venetians, but allowed by them to pass

c
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auietly. This fact is mentioned in a letter of
two Milmese gentlemen, who were commg
froni Soria, for the knowledge of which we
are indebted to Bossi, who found it in the
prchives at Milan. Thus falls tothe ground
the - great argwment of the advocates of
Cuecaro : from Genoa Columbus never re.
ceived any thing but a refusal of his praposal,
(Dissertation of 1808, p. 305.) and: thus
the question becomes wholly superfluous;
what benefits did Columbus ever receive from
Genoa # (Idem, p.351.) That the son of
a poor wool-carder should be made captain
of a fleet, will be allowedto be no incon-
siderable benefit. . . :

. Such are the genuine notices of. Colum-
hus's voyages in the Mediterranean, te
which I may add a circumstance in a MS:
‘belonging to- 8ig. Rogerome, a Genoese
engudver, namely, that the name of Colum-
bus is registered in the bookofloaseshy
' sea,, under the yeat 1476. \
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" * We nmst now quit the Mediterranedn, te -
Pollow our navigator into the immense ex
patise: of ocean. Whoever will:take thé
trouble to read the Genoese annals of
‘Giustiniani, (Ann. 1476,) and those of Italy
by Muratori, may soon form an idea of the
motives which induced Columbus to quit
the service of his country. Galeazzo, Duke
- of Milan, a prince of weak judgment, fond
of novelty, timid in dangers, and haughty
in prosperity, annoyed the Genoese in a
thousand ways, and spread division between
‘the nobles and the people. Their city was
full of fear, and suspicion, and bitter enmé-
ties; the prudent were apprehensive of
gteat commotions ; the nobles were wnable
0 restrain the people; each class was afraidl
.of ‘the other, and both dreaded Galeazae.
In such a state of civil disturbance, what
was a man like Columbus to do? He ro-
‘paired to' Lisbomn, where his-brother Bar-
tholomew, an able cosmographer, foumd
c2 -
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employment in the preparation of sailing
gharts for navigators. Portugal was famous
for the ardour of her navy, and distin-
guished by the discoveries she had made
of various countries of Africa; thither also -
repaired all the Italians, who were thirsting
for glory, or anxious to better their fortunes.
The Genoese lived there in great numbers;
pnd by their talents, skill, maritime ardour,
and their wealth, contributed, in no small
degree, to the advancement of geogr‘aphi-
cal science. ' |

' On his amval at L;sbon, where, bemdep
lns brother, he_found many of H1s GENOESE
counrnynu, (the very words of his son,
the lnstonan,) Columbus did not remam
long idle; but set out immediately on a
very arduous voyage, during which he went,
:m February, 1477, as far as the 73d degree
of ‘porth latitude, or, a8 he himself expresses
~1t 100 leagues beyond the Thule of Pto-
’ ‘.lel?y, then called Friesland, and by the
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moderns, Iceland. And as he farther re-
marks, that the land which he reacheil'j,
. # does not fall within the line which in-
cludes the west of Ptolemy, but is much
more westerly,” the learned believe that he
reached the coast of Greenland; and thus,
without being aware of it, found himself
in that new world, which he aﬂerwards
discovered with so much oourage and
good fortune.

'He undertook several other voyages,
especially to Guinea, to England, and to
the islands possessed by Spain and Portu-
gaf in the western ocean. And these voy-
ages were, no doubt, a real school to this
great man. He took notes of every thmg
he saw, compared them with books of ¥ voy-
ages and cosmography, and with the | ge- -
nerally received opinions; made hlmself
master also of the slight stock of astron'snij'r
diid mathematics which could then’ be ac-
quired ; and was a willing student of ﬁl;s-
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tory, philosophy ‘and religious subjects.
He drew maps, and made globes, and. in
proportion to the number of: his acquire-
ments, his thirst for every thing extraordi.
ndry gained strength ; to the activity ef his
enthusiastic mind the ancient hemisphere
pppedred too narrow, and the navigators of
his own time too timid. - %
- ¥n the midst of his other cares, he hap:
pened to meet several times, in Lisbon, at
the church of All Saints, where he went to
mads, a young gentlewoman named :Donna
Philippa, whom he efterwards married:
She was the daughter of Pedro Pelestrello,
son or nephew of Bartholomew Pelestrello
of Placentin, a gentleman of the household
" of Don John, Infant of Portugal. This
Pelestrello went, in the year 1420, to colon-
‘ize the island of Porto Santo, (accidentally
discovered by two Portugueze, who had
been driven into it by a dreadful storm,)
and, for his services in that capacity, had
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the gavernment of the. island confiarred ‘on
him and his descendants in perpetuitys
This information we derive from Cada-
mosto, (who had been in the island, and
conversed with Pelestrello,) and from Bar.
368, the most trustworthy. historian of the
Portaguese vayages, (4sie, chap. 2. and 3.)
whose work comes down to 1539, and whe
had- before him the manuscript relations of
the discoveries made by his countrymen.
On the faith of such testimony, we must
consider Rerdinand Columbus either as-a
daceiver, or deceived, in giving us to un-
derstand that Pedro-Pelestrello was a great
mavigator, and the discoverer of the island
of Porto Santo. Reverting to Philippa,
dhe had already lost her father at the period
of her masriage ; in consequence of which,
she and ber husband went to live with her
sister-in-law, a lady of the family of Mog-
nia. This marriage was of great serviee to
iColumbus ; it made him be looked upon
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almost as a citizen of Lisbon; connected
him with noble families ; gave him access
to the papers of his wife’s ancestor, and
thereby inereased his stock of geographiesl
and maritime knowledge. Added to this,
Philippa had a sister, married to Pedro
Corres; from whom Colunbus derived some
uwbeful informatien, as we shall see presently.
. In the mean time, he was revolving im
bis. mind the idea of committing himself to
the ocean for thie purpese of finding new
eountries ; or the possibility of arriving, by
circomnavigating the globe, at the western
coast of Asin. This was byino ineans &
bew Mea with the Genoese ; twy centuries
before, Tedisio Doria and Ugolino Vivaldi,
animated by some such projeet, perished

iw the waves, or were -driven by the

winds te. paxts from whenoe they never pe-
turned. The Canaryislands were also dis-
tovered in the thirteenth century, .by
Genoese, as we learn from:Petrarch and
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Boccaeio. Antonio Nel, -congive (fellow
eitizen) of Columbus, (as Barros, translated
by Ulea, mentions,) discovered  the Cape
fle Verd islands. To a.generous mind,
emulation is always a powerful stihoulus,
T'o the example .of the Genoese navigators
were added the drguments and information’
oft his hrother Bartholomew, a most able
geogzapher. Christopher .also- censulted
Paole Tokcanelli, a Florentine natural phi+
losopher, whose - answers to his, queries
may be found in Don Eerdmmand's histoxy,
and in- several modern works. A great
deal has been written: and argued as. to -
whether the idea was.his own, or if he had
takten #t from the verbal or written infius
mation of some pilot ; and what were. the
vessons which induced him to undertake
the glomous enterprise. It appears to me,
that a clear explanation of a few primci«
ples will .unravel ‘to us the great .web  of
Gelumbus's praject. - C e
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I. He was convinced that tk2 earth was
a globe of spherical shape ; this may be de-
duced from the opposition made to his plan
in the Spanish council, some member of
which maintained that there were no anti-
podes, and consequently, that Columbus’s
idea was altogether chimerical: which
objection was satisfactorily answered by
Columbus’s friend, Alessandro Geraldini,
who happened to be present at the meefs
img. Now that the spherical figure of the
carth has. been ascertained, the argument
of Bartholomew Columbus, mentioned by
Giustiniani,'in his notes to the Psalter, is
smanswerable : by sailing in a direction be-
tween west and south, you will either dis-
cover unknown countries, or you will reach
the coast of Asia. The advantages of the
attempt were therefore certain, even if no
new countries wese discovered.
.: ]1..Columbus, being acquainted with the
works of the best.geagraphers, and the nar»
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ratives .of voyages left by preceding navi-
gators, and knowing how many degrees
there were from China to the meridian of
Greenland, had no difficulty in reckoning
how many degrees there remained to tza-
verse. And not only the degrees, but the
miles; as we learn from his letter, published
by Morelli, that he had calculated the de-
gree to the equinoctial line of the sun, a$
564 miles (Italian). Consequently, as he
was certain that the form of the earth was
spherxical, when he had calculated the nem-
ber of miles from the meridian of Green-
land, which he knew, to China, nothing
remained for him to do but to commit
himself to the waves. So much as to the
first part of his plan, which was to find a
maritime road to the extreme shores of
Asia.

I1L. Respeeting the other part of the
plan, namely, the dis¢overy of new coun-
tries -in an unknown hemisphere, many
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powerful reasons flattered him with . the
prospect of making such discoveries. He,
in a certain degree, had an introduction to
them, 'in his voyages to Madeira, Portd
Santo, the Canary and Cape de Verd
islands, and to Greenland; once actually
separated from the known world, all is
afterwards open to navigation. v

IV. He knew also, from Pedro Correa,
and other navigators, that during  the
prevalénce of strong westerly winds, the
waves of the dea brought to the shores of
_the Azores, of Madeird and Porto Santo, -
productions and objects ‘unknown in Eu!
tope, such as pines of'a different species;
and canes of extraordinary size, and, what
was much more to the purpose, pieces of
wood carved with extraordinary skill, ‘iri
which, however, it was recognized, . that
16 ‘ironi instruments were used. - The at-
tentive consideration of which led Colum:
bus to three cdnclusions; first, that as
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strong winds blew from the west, there
must be land in that direction; second,
that as these winds brought to Madeira,
trees and canes of an unknown species,
the land where they were produced could
not be at an immense distance; third, that
as, besides these productions, others were
found, evidently the work of man, the
countries in the west must be inhabited.

1 think that, in this series of ideas, I
have presented the history. of the great-de-
sign formed by Calumbus; an history which
may be relied upon, as it has been taken
from Don Ferdinand’s book, and from his
father's writings. As to the idle tale which
was_current in Spain, that be had taken
the idea of the new world from'a pilot, of
whom a number of fables are told, I shall
not stop to refute it. At the period when
he first proposed the attempt, he wag
laughed at, and regarded as.a fopl, or a

et
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man whose intelleets were deranged.

when he had executed what he proposed;
a thousand voices were immediately raised,
exclaiming that he was neither the first
who had imagined the discovery, nor the
first to land in the countries of the west
In all this we only recognize the malignity
of men who, feeling themselves humbiled
by great gemiuses, seek to conceal their
own insignificance by depreclatmg the
greatmess of others.

- Maving formed the design of opening
a new path through the ocean, his next
object was to find a nation which would
farnish him with ships . and men, and
grant him favourable conditions. His first
thoughts were turned towards Genoa, his
native country; of this we are assnred by
Peter Martyr, his friend, and the historian
of America. He therefore repaired thither,
and submitted his plan to the senate; but
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he did not find the republic disposed to

embrace the ideas of a. man, who was only

Nudo nocchier, promettitor di regni.
(A poor pilot, the promiser of kingdoms.)

i CHIABRERA.
The refasal of the Genoese was a great
error, and the bitter reproaches addressed
to them for it, yet remain in the Eulogium
of Columbus, by Giovio. It is observed,
however, by Prevost, in his Histoire Générale
des Voyages, (vol. xviii. book 1.) that the
injury which the Genoese commerce had
suffered from the Portugueze discoveries,
was of a nature to indispose them from
embarking in any new enterprises in the
western ocean. His meémorable propogal
havingbedan rejected byhis own countrymen,
& circumstance which would appear either
. fabulous or incredible, if we were not told
it by Ramusio and Benzone, historians ef
the greatest authority, Columbus next
determined to apply to the Venetians, if a
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tradition is true which is mentioned by

Bossi, and commemorated by Sﬁgﬁani, n

the following verses, where he says, tb#.

the navigator went about ‘
‘ Richiedendo favor per tale acqaisto
A varj Be, e Reppubliche di Cristo.

. Mondo Nugvo, cant. i. st. 78. ,

(Soliciting the favour of different kings and Chris-

tian republics, for such an acquisition.)

Finding himself thus repulsed by. his own
countrymen, as well as the Venetians, he
went to the court of France, and fromi °
" thence to that of England, and meeting
with no favourable encouragement from
either, he at last returned to Portugal,
and entered into treaty with her monarch.
But before we relate what happened to
him at the court of Lisbon, it is proper ta
observe, that we cannot fix, with certainty,
the order in which Columbus made appli-
cation to the different governments. Maf-
fei, an author pensioned by the Portugueze
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monarch, his flattery to whom earned him
a paltry stipend, asserts, that the. plan for
the discovery of the new world was sub-
mitted by the Genoese to the King of
Portugal before all othews, amte omnes.
Baut this circuinstance is neither mentioned
by Goes, nor by Barros, Portugueze his-
torians, who wrote long before Maffei, and
is also refuted by the unanimous agree-
ment of ‘the older writers, who place the
republic of Genoa before any other govern-
ment, and the court of England before that
of Portugal. The nuncio Geraldini, the
friend and protector of Columbus, thus
places the series of foreign monarchs,—
France, Erigland and Portugal.” And this
agrees perfectly with a letter of Columbus,
quoted by Don Ferdinand, in his History,’
(chap. xii.) “ To serve your Highnesses,”’
(he is addressing the monarchs of Spain,)’
“ Y was nof inclined to involve myself with’
France, or with England,’ or with Portii-

d
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gal.” The year in whish he came ta Ge-
~ noa:to propose his celebrated discovery, ia
also.equally uncertain. In Martyr's work,
he is said 40 have been then 49 yeam-olds
this: would bring us to 1487, and make his
application to his own. coumtry come: last )
whereas it is eertain that, in 1484, Columy
s, disgusted with Portugel; had already
determined to:enter into, treaty with Spain,
But there is reason to believe that this
is. » mistake in Martyrs week, and-tha;
instead of 40, we should read 30, Many
such errors are to be found in manusoripts
of the fifteenth century, and also in:tliq
dates of books of that period; bécause: in
the use of Roman ciphers, and from the
ignorance or haste of amanudnses end com-
positors, it happéned that sometimes.an X.
was omitted and sometimes added, making
a material aléetation in the reckoning, - Of
this we -have.an instance im the famous
Mester of Columbus, xeprinted by Morell
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and Bossi, in which there is an exror of 28
for.38." Morelli was. certain that the first
number was. wrong, and Bossi thought that:
38 should be substituted, in - conformityt
with his arrangement of the chronology:of
Columbus; but even Bossi is dedeived: im
the idea, that. the .néw reading. xxxviii,
would 'throw. back .the date of his birthi
to'd448. But. I camnot now entér-into o
dimaussion or calculation: of. chronologioal
minutize. I should therefore suppose, that
Celumbus, having already, in his voyage-to
Greenland, passed the lime which geogras
phers-had laid .down as the boundary of
eur hemisphere, was finallyled to regard:it
as certain, that the. navigation of.the other
hemisphere would either lead him to-the
shores of Asia, or te the dis¢overy of new
lands, which were included: in the womb
ef the ocean; and that finding experience
agree with his reasoning, and with the
opinions of his. brother: Bartholonew and
d2
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Paolo Toscanelli, he either returned to
Lisbon in the spring of 1477, or came' di‘
rectly to Genoa, to submit to his couitry
his admirable idea. Persons must be en
tirely ignorant of navigation, who would-
regard it as impossible, that his-proposal
could not be made to his country in 1477,
becaase he was-in that year in Tcélamd:
He was_there in the month of Februdry,

but he had ten moriths leﬁ: him to come
to Genoa.,

- ‘But-the Genoese were not wise-énough
to take advantage ‘of the ardour and' patri-
otie affection- of Columbus; and he wds
obliged to submit his propesals to foreign
governmerits. We cannot speak of Venice,
beeanse the information that has descended
to us‘on that point, is too scdnty and un-
certain. In France; it does not appear
that his idea was either praised er ridi-
culed ; but in England, according to: the
testimony of ' Benzone, it'was camplétely
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laughed at. Having, therefore; retummed
to Portugal, he ‘tried: to make .that court
enter. into:his ideas, as it had already so
distinguished itself in the career of navi
gation and discovery... No.authority can
be better than that: of Barros, respecting
the negociations of Columbus with" the
Portuguese. The following are the words
of.that historian, (Asia, Book iiii chap. xi.)
“,Christopher Columbus, according to the
universal opinion, was a Genoese by birth,
‘axan of great,gkill and eloquence, &c.. Ac-
cerding.to the custom of Lis country, ..... ..
he made differemt voyages in the Mediter-
ranean, until he came: into these parts of
Spain, and- devoted himself to the naviga-
tion of the Great Ocean.. And seeing that
King John (IL.) generally sent his vessels of
discovery to the coast of Africa, he was led
to imagine, that by navigating in the same
goean, until, &c. . . . He requested the
King to give him: some vesgels, . . ..confis

,



dent . .+ Wrthe edperieivoe-he had inthese
matters . . ... . It i inquestionably the
thing mdet bertain in hu'mderbahng,ttht

paid littde attention tovit. ' Fatigned, how
ever, by hie dopdrtunities; ke’ ordered him
#b enter into discission on the subjeet; with
Diego Ortis, Bishop of Cepta, aud Mester
 Redaigo, 'amd- Master Joveplr . .. ol 'of
whom lécked upon Columbus’s reasoning
asmere felly, Aird thus vnmédeceived, and
dismissed-lry the King, hewent to Castile”
Barios conceals a circamstanee that does
‘Tattie-henour to the courtiers of King John,
of which we bavé an -atcount isi the History
of Ferdisand. Themotiarch, ~ evbn whils
‘he.professéd to be, attemtively considering
the propebals of Coluanbus, :by the advice
of a-certain Doétor Calsadiglia:. . . .equips
ped & caravel with great despamh and de»
chesy; and,/imder she pretence:of sending
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her with provisions and assistance to some
of his' people who were in the Cape de
Verd islends, erdered her to spil in the
direction which the admiral had proposed
te go. But as the persons he sent had
neither the knowledge, the perseverance;
nor the head of the admiral to direct them,
afier having gone for several days wander-
ing.about the sea . . . . they returned, ridi:
enling the umdertaking, and declaring.its
wapessibility.” In this mammer did the
wiekad imprudence of ' Calsadiglia deprive
the Portugnese.of the honotr and advan-
tage.of the discovery. |

As soon as Colmmbus was mfomed of
this attempt, he beceame sp indignaat
against the Portugweze, that taking with

hivs his young son Diego, af the end of the

year 1484, he quitted Portugal  seeretly,
and went to Spain. _ If Bessi had paid
sttention to the narvative of. Ferdimand,
e meuld -have seen that Columbus could
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net. have, heguin his- negeciations: . at/ the
court of Spiin before 1485, and: that, con-
sequently, his - twenty years of merwice &
that. court, mentioned in his létter .of the
7th of July, 1503, could not-be understood
to be completed ; consequently he was not
warranted in placing the bisth of our navis
gdbr in 1445,

" Danna Philippa, Colmnbuss wiile, had
slrendy departed this life, at Lishon; mor
did he derive any adwantage from having
&is only son Diego with him ; for at Pales,
he: entrisbed. liim: o. the monks of the com-
vent of Rabida, and he himself -went -tb
Gotdova, where Ferdinand and Isabells,
the mwonarchs of Spain, kept their courb.
dle was not long in gaining the ‘acquaint
- ance . and esteem of Antonio. Geraldimi
&’ Ameria, the pdpal nuncio at thdat court,
and of Luis:Santangel; auditor: of accownts
at Valeméia, - Under the protection of
these two .persons, heibegan:te propoymd
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hib nogocintion with the Catholit mtonarchs:
But ignorance und: diffidence’ were 'obutar
dles in the ‘way -of a speedy conclusien.
€osmography and mathematios, them littlé
studied' even in ktaly, were sciences utterly
tnknown in Spain; where, also, they wanted
the - practical ‘expericnes of navigation.ao-
quired in long voyages, which  were -then
cultivated and promoted:in . Portagal with
the greatest ardour. -And what may seeln
still rhore strange, is, that a. belief im the
existeneeof the dntipodes - wasdeclized tb
beheretienl, grounded on the idem of:the
Psalmist and: 8: Avighstin being corisidered
to hold a diffevent opinion:: - Columbnd,
dreading: the. repetition of a trick like thit
of Calsadiglia, was ymwillimg to explain his
ideas  to every one; in- like mhemner .ws
Brunellesco durst:mol: shew-the workmen
<mployed on'the doms. 'at-Florenee; .am
wccarste. plam of the great cupels; frohy an
ispprehension. of - the! rivalry .of : the othir
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twae is ¥ that men of great geniws amfl
great passions’ clasely resemble eack other
in ofl esuntries.

" ‘The death of the mmmoGerddim, the
opposition of the Spemish ministry; and the
war with the Moors, with which the Spa-
nish monarchs were then occupied, made
the hopes of Columbus fall to the ground.
However, having received letters from the
Kings of Portmgal, of France, and: of - Engy
Jand, -inviting him again to explain ins
sdeas, but being unwilling to resarn to wn-
gratefal Lisbom, he determined on passing
mto France, and sending his brother Ban-
thalomew to London. 'The-latter actually
set off for: England ; but having been'takien
on his passage by pirates, and stripped. of
every thing he possessed, was compelied
to-live a long time i peverty and-obscus
sity, earning a seapty existonce by:the
making::of sating charts; until being:at
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Indit -senievrhat - vestored, he presented m
Theary VIL a map-of the verM with the
date of Londim, Febiuary 13, 1488, aand
some Latin versés explanatory of the: aw-
thbr's ideas, ‘and-his 'name lnd'anuym-
‘presied: i thtwoﬁnl]nmng

Janua cui patna est; nomen cui Bartolomeus

Co]umbus de Terrarubra opus edidit istud.
. I 4

Tm is a village, othamht near
Quinto, to the east of Genoa; and Fendin
nend (chmp. xi.) infeyms us that his. fathes
also, befose he was created Admiral, suh-
scribed s name, Colundus de Terrb rubra,
The docaments of the srchives of Savona
never gpeak of GHovanni Colombo, the
grandfather of onr hero, witheout giving hive
the adjunct of de Quinio; a most convino-
ing argament that the discoverer of Ame-
fica could wot be the nephew of Lanse
Colombo, Liord of the castles of Cuccaro
snd Comsane. Bartholomew: was not. leng
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- lnefore: e made some-progress: in ingratiat-
ing himself with the English. monareh, and
was aetually commissiened to. invite .his
brother to London. But.the oppartumty
‘had slipped from the: tardy Briten, and-the

New World bad alveady welcoimed. the

Spanish vessels with their Ligurian leader.
" For some reason .or other, Columbus
could not make up his mind to leave Spain;
either fiom the hope: that he should: at Tast
succeed with Queen Isabella, or. from the
passion he entertained for Beatrice Enri-
quez, with whom he had become acquainted
at Cordova, and who made him the father of
Ferdinand, the same who: wrote the.life. of
his father. Beatrice survived Columbus,
who, in his last will, recommended her.to
his  eldest son Diego in terms which aze
sufficiently expressive of her poverty, and
his sorrow for the manner in which he had
treated her. In yielding to his passions,
qur.. nawvigator shewed. that he was but:a
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man ; -in avowing his fault, he exhibited the
gincerity of his religious faith. In the mean
time, however, his-circumstances were gra
dually getting worse, and there seemed to
be at last no hope of coming to & conclu-
sion with the court of Spain. Under that
impression he repaired to the convent of
Rabida ‘to take his son Diego with him,
and proceed to France. But the prior of
the convent, Pather Juan Perez de Mat-
cena, a most worthy ecclestastic, and known
to Queen Isabela, whose confesser he had
formerly been, could not bear the idea that
this “* high emprise” should be taken from
Spain : he prevailed upon Columbus to re-
maih ; went:to Granada, where he had an
mterview with the Queen, in which he laid
before her the great advantages which
would @ccrue to the state as well as to.the -
éhurch, #f the new hemisphere should be
discovered. .Isabella, who was a' princess

_of masculine uhderstanding, felt the force
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of Mareema's appeal; and afier. desiridg
kim; to. bring Columbus back to court, held
a‘Couneil of Stte upon. the singular pro-
posal ‘of this foreign seaman, In favouk
of accepting the propesal there were thé
Prior -(Marcena); Santangel, -and Alexan:
der Geraldimi, the brothep of the :nuncies
"Flie first had great influence.oxer.the hdart
of Isebella; and the third over:her underk
standing, as he.was:a.man of great.leaminig
and ithe ' precoptor of the Iufinte.  The
second, being a finaneier, assisted:insmopths
ing the pecuniary difiéuities, which werd
always very great.in. Spain,.and at that time
at their height in consequence of* the war
with the Moors. Geraldini therefore, haw
ing satisfied Cardinal Mendoza' that this
enterprize was.not contrary to the. opiniox
of either the Psalmist or 8t: Augustin, whe
wérp neither cosmographens nor navigators;
Columbus was called in, and asked, what
would be the expence and the : extemt of
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the preparation; t¢ which having answered
thet abopt 3,000 czewms and two vesadls
would be sufficiept; Santangel offered -to
take upgn higself the whole expence.of
the armament ; hut the Queen, whom the
recent conquest of Granada rendered more
disposed., for new sabjeets of glory, wes
wawilling that any one but herself should
haye the . aredit: of sueh an. undetaking
The parrative of this sitting of the Councd
of Castile. we have fram. Geraldini -himgself
wheo begina it in these words: “ Christopher
CGolyopbyp,. by nation- an Italian, was. of
Gwnon,-a aity ef Liguria,” &e.-

. The resolution to undertake the expe-
ditien being thus finelly takem, to ohtain
which bad cost Columbus nearly seven
years of solicitation, recommendations, and
intrigues at the court, the sct. of capitu-
lation, or charter of privileges. gianked by
the Spanish- monarch to the navigatar
vasidrawn up. In wirtne of this capitale
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tion (Document I1.) he was nomimated Ad-
miral, Viceroy, Governor, and Judge of the
islands and main-land which he had -dis-

 covered in the ocean; he was also to have

the tenth of all the productions of these
countries; with liberty to furnish the eighth
part of the expences, sharing the same pro-
portion of the profits, of all the vessels and
squadrons which sheuld be fitted out and
despatched to the countries discovered. by
him. He was also constituted Admiral of
the Ocean, with all the great prerogatives
enjoyed by the Admiral of Castile (Docu-
ment I.) And all the rights, honours, and
privileges with which the monarchs in-
vested Columbus by these instruments,
were declared to be hereditary in his sons,
nephews, and descendants (Document II.).
This convention, the unhappy source of
great misfortunes to our hero, was subscrib-
ed by the two monarchs in the town of Santa
Fe, in the plain of Granads, on the 17th of

Ll



OF CHRTSTWOPHER COLUMBUS. xlix

April, 14982. Itneed not appear surprising
that the King of Spain should be so liberal
in his grants to Columbus, if we reflect that
nearly the same privileges were granted by
the eowrt of Lisbon to the discoverers of
the islands; and that the dignity of Admi-
ral was necessary to a captain who had to
osmduct a squadron into immense and un-
known seas; and thus Columbus himself
(Document XLIIIL.) calls it the arm of the
body ef his wonderful expedition, and of his
government. It is also to be remarked
that the undertaking did not burden the
reyal treasury in the least; for the two
caravels that were given to Columbus were
two vessels which the community of Palos
were bound to maintain three months every
year in the royal service, and the third was °
equipped at Columbus's own expence. In
this manner the discovery of the New
Werld cost Spain much less than the pur-
chase of amerchantvessel in thepresent day.

€



1 HISTORICAL MEMOIR

On Friday, the 3d of August, 1482, Co-
lumbus quitted the port of Palos. He
himself commanded the Admiral's ship,
called the Santa Maria; the Pinta was
commanded by Martin Alonzo Pingon, and
the Nina, a vessel with a mizen-sail, by
Vincent Yanes Pinzon, the brother of Mar-
tin; both of them were natives of ‘Palos.
If. we are to believe Don Ferdinand; the
crews of the whole three vessels did not
amount to more than 90 persons; but
Martyr and Giustiniani say 120; it is pro-
bable' that the smaller number included
only the persons aboard the royal caravels;
the ‘third being Columbus's private pro-
pefty. The very day of their- departure,
the helm of the Pinta was damaged ; a mis-
fortune which again happened on the Jth,
and which, to superstitious maﬁners, ap-
peared to forehodé an unlucky tennination
to the expedition. Having repaired the
helm "as well as they could, they reached



OF CHBISTOPHER COLUMBUS., b

the Canary Islands, where Columbus went
to Gomera in search of a better vessel;
but being unable to procure one, he put a
new rudder to the Pinta, and reduced the
Nina to a square 'sail. - In yunning alorg
that part of the ocean, as they passed one
night close to' Teneriffe, they saw volumes
of flame proceeding from the mouth of the
Peak, at which the crews appearihg beyond
measure astonished, Columbus: took the
pains to explain to them the causes’of that
phenomenon, and mentioned Vesuvius and
Etna as similar instances. Finally, having
repaired the vessels, and laid in a full -
supply of provisions, and wood and water,
" Columbus, on the @th of September, left
Gomera to plough the western ocean. A
memorable day! in which was seen a Ge-
noese pilot, undismayed by the unhappy
fate of Doria and Vivaldi, turning his back
upon the old world to find a new one in the
e2
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ocean. The minute journal of this voyage
has not been printed, in consequence of
the historian Don Ferdinand not thinking
it worth while to publish it entire. And
those who value even the slightest memo-
rials of great men must be now contented
to have.an account of the principal circum-
stances of this first western voyage. On
the 9th of September they lost sight of the
island of Ferro, many shedding tears, and
fearfully measuring the terrible expanse of
ocean. They had sailed nearly 200 leagues
to the westward, when, on the 13th, Co-
lumbus perceived that the needle of the
compass, when night set in, declined a half-
quarter from the polar star, and at day-
break a little more than another half-quar-
ter, (Ferdinand, chap. xvii.) This most im-
portant ‘discovery, due to Columbus, and
his having been the first (according to
Oviedo) who made use ‘of the astrolabe in
navigation, are inventions not less valuable
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and more advantageous than the discovery
of the new world.

Continuing their course they saw birds
and craw-fish ; found the water not so salt,
and covered with green weeds; these ap-
pearances supported the courage of the
crews, who expected shortly to see land.
They had already sailed during eleven
days with the wind upon their stern, with-
out lowering the sails a single span. The
rude seamen began to be alarmed that in
these seas no other winds blew but wes-
terly ; and that it would therefore be im-
possible for them ever to return home.
But by great good luck for our hero the
wind freshened, and on the 22d became
contrary. No sooner had their fears re-
specting the winds, however, been calmed,
than a deep melancholy began to pervade
them, on account of the number of in-
dications of land which they had seen,
such as birds and fish, without apparently
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getting nearer the long looked for shores.
According to Martyr and Benzone, the
Spaniards murmured at being‘ sent .out
ynder the command of a Genoese, who had
been unsuccessful at court, and whose plans
hgd been scouted by the most learned and
respectable persons in Spain; afterwards
they seditiously uttered threats to turn the
prow towards Europe; and their audacity
-inereasing with their desperation, some of
them propesed to slay the Admiral, and,
after throwing his body into the sea, to re-
turn home. By his arguments, intreaties,
and promises that they would soon see
the land, Columbus succeeded in warding
off the impending danger. At last arrived
- the 11th of October, when the appearance ~
of green rushes, fruits recently pulled,
sticks carved by hand, and shell fish, an-
nounced the near approach of land. Orders .
were consequently given for all to be wpon
the watch, while the vessels kept on their
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course; and a reward was announced of a
pension of thirty crowns annually to be
paid by the King to whoever should first
see land. Two hours before midnight, as
the Admiral was standing in the castle of
the poop, he saw a light passing from one
place to another ; he called two witnesses,
‘'who decided that it must be a fisherman or
traveller’s torch, and that it entitled him to
the reward of the thirty crowns. At day-
break, on the 12th of October, the hero
landed, -

E di grand’ orma il nuovo mondo imprima.
CHIABRERA.
(And with his great footstep impressed the new world.)

His companions also, on landing, went
upon their knees to thank the Creator,
kissed that soil which they were after-
wards to contaminate with every enormity ;
planted the cross, hoisted the royal stan-
dard of Spain; and in the presence of the
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naked and astonished Indians, who fancied
that the men they saw had come down
from heaven, the leader of this great expe-
dition took possession of these new coun-
tries, and was immediately acknowledged
as Admiral of the Ocean, Viceroy and Go-
vernor of the islands and main land diseo-
vered and to be diseovered, in the name of
the monarchs of Spain. This fixst island,
called by the natives Guanahani, received
from Columbus the name of S. Salvador.
Thirty-three days only were sufficient to
arrive at the Western Islands from the Ca-
naries. _

It is very extraordinary that, before he
left the Canaries, he declared to his com-
panions that no land would be discovered
before they had sailed at least 700 leagues;
which happened exactly as he had told
them; nor is it less to be wondered at, that
without deviating from his first course, he
should have arrived at the unknown hemi-
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sphere. Of this first voyage we have a full
detaill in a letter of Columbus, which was
translated into Latin, and printed in 1498,
and reprinted several times in the following
years. Bossi has given it as an appendix
to his Life of Columbus. We shall there-
fore confine ourselves here to stating the
principal circumstances of it. .

The Admiral left Guanahani on the 14th
of October, taking with him seven of the
islanders to act as interpreters. Next day
he touched at another - island, which he
named Santa Maria del Concepcion. On
the 16th he discovered one which he called
Fernandina, in honour of the King; and
three days after he visited another, which
he named Isabella, after the Queen. He
arrived at Cuba on the 28th, and changed
the name of it to Juanna, after Don Juan,
the hereditary Prince of Spain. He at-
tempted also to coast entirely round it, but
after sailing a great distance, and the diffi-
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culties in¢reasing, he turned back, remain:
ing in doubt whether it was an island or a
continent. .
From thence he sailed to Haits, into a
port of which he entered on the 6th of
December, and named it 'S. Nicholas; to
another, where he was driven in for two
days, he gave the name of Concepcion ; and;
finally, he gave the general name of Hispa-
niola to the whole of that great island. At
the énd of ten days, & cacique of the island
came o6n board the Admiral’s ship, wnth one
of his sons and a brother, and accompanied
by more than 100 persons; he sat down to
table with the Admiral, to whom he pre-
sented a girdle and two small plates of
gold, receiving in exchange a crown of am-
ber and other presents. But on Christmas
eve, while Columbus was asleep, and all his
crew, the steersman having, contrary to the
express prohibition of the Admiral, left the
helmin the charge of a lad, a current carried
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the Admiral’s ship against a-sandbank. It
- was nearly midnight ; the vessel was going
to pieces, opening its sides to the waves.
The terrified sailors got into the boat; but
with the assistance of the crew of the other
vessel all the men were saved, as well as
the property on board. In this calamity,
the cacique already mentioned was of great -
and signal service, for:as: soon as he:was in-
formed .of it, he hastened with a number of
his people, collected into three houses all
the goods saved from the wreck, and put a
guard over them, with the strictest injunc-
tions that no one:should dare to toweh the
most trifling article; and professing his
readiness to ohlige. and assist ¢the Admairal
i every way. But the latter turned this
misfortune to good aceount. For availing
himself of the loyal disposition of this Ce-
cique, and a.considerable number of the
Spaniards feeling disposed to take up their
¢ abode in so delightful an island, abounding
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with gold, he constructed with the planks
of the vessel a small fortress, and ‘put into.
it thirty-six persons, three captains, who
were to have the command, a doctor, a
gunner, and several carpenters, with arms
and provisions for a year. To this esta-
blishment he gave the name of Navidad, or
more properly, villa de Navidad.

-+ Having arranged matters in this way, he
left Hispaniola on the 4th of January, 1493,
and two days afterwards he fell in with the
Pinta, which had separated from him for a
long time through the wickedness of the
captain, who had gone in search of gold.
The Admiral affected to receive the ex-
cuses of Pinzon, not wishing to irritate the
crew by punishing a man who had a good
many relations and a great number of
friends. On the 13th, seven Spaniards
having landed at Samana, in the island of
Haiti, had a skirmish with fifty-five Indians,
strong made, haughty, and exceedingly ac-
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tive, entirely naked, with long and loose
hair, armed with bows and large cudgels.
Finally, on the 16th of January, he began
to steer his course for Spain; and he was
already near the Azores, when the sea be-
came so turbulent in consequence of the
violence of the winds, that on the night of
the 14th of February, the two caravels
parted company, each following the course
where the fury of the tempest drove them.
The mariners, giving themselves up for lost,
offered up prayers and vows ; the Admiral,
mindful of himself and his sons, and that
his discovery might not turn to nought,
wrote upon parcliment ‘the relation of the
voyage, with directions for the course to
steer to go to Hispaniola; after he had
finished and sealed it, and addressed it to
the King of Spain, with a promise written
outside of ‘1,000 ducats to whoever would
deliver it faithfully, he wrapped it up in .
waxed cloth, and-then put it in a cake of
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wax; and after inclosing it in- a barrel well
hooped and. stopt up, hé threw it into the
sea.. He likewise fastened a similar- barrel
(with. the .same relation inclosed) to the
head of .the poop of his own vessel; in
order that if the ship went to thie bottom,
the memory of the navigation he had opened
to. the new hemisphere might not be lost.
Columbus past three days without sleeping,
with scanty and:bad food, exposed to the
. wind.and weather; so that on the 18th; when
he arrived at St. Mary’s, one of the Azores,
he felt his limbs quite crippled. There was
a small church there in a solitary place, de-
dicated to the Virgin. . Columbus, .desirous
of discharging the vows made during the
storm, ordered half his people on shore to
visit this church, but the Portugueze go-
vernor of the island made them all pri-
soners, .and took their boat from them; and
the barbarian was actually preparing to at-
tack Columbus’s own vessel, by orders, as
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he said, received from his court. But when
he saw the constancy of the hero, and hesrd
that he was returning from unknown seas,
when he learned that Columbus was an Ad-
miral and Viceroy, and that he threatened,
in case of being insulted, to turn the island
into a desert ; when he found there was no
means of getting him into his hands, he
liberatéd the prisoners, and allowed the ca-
ravel to proceed on her course. The state
of the weather was still most terrible: the
sea ran mountains high;. the lightnings
rent the clouds; and the violence of the
wind was such that the vessel was obliged
to scud under bare poles; in which state
she arrived at last in the Tagus, near Lis-
bon, on the 4th of March. The following
. day, being admitted to pratick, a prodigious
number of persons flocked to behold the
vessel which had returned from the new
world; the expression of their countenances
was various; some returned thanks to God
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for the fortunate event, while others were
gnashing their teeth with rage, that so great
" a prize should have fallen to the detested
Spaniards. Columbus hastened to expe-
dite a courier to his Sovereigns, and ano-
ther to the King of Portugal; by the latter
he was invited to come to the Vale of Pa-
radise, where he was received by the Mo-
narch and his courtiers with the highest
honours. There were not wanting, how-
ever, cavaliers (says Barros) who offered to
slay him, to prevent his ever going to Cas-
tile as the bearer of such great and glorious
news: an offer which the King refused to
listen to. Having left the court and paid a
visit to the Queen, who was then at a mo-
nastery on the road to Lisbon, on the 15th
of March, he returned to the port of Palos,
which he had left just seven months and
eleven days before. His reception at Palos
and his subsequent voyage to Barcelona,
where the Spanish court then was, was a
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continued triumph. Pinzon, who in the
last storm had been driven into ‘Galicia,
wished to anticipate the Admiral; but an
express order from the court, forbidding
him to come without Columbus, made him
actually die of spite. The monarchs re:
ceived the Admiral in a public audience,
seated on the throne; at his approach they
stood up, took him by the hand, and
ordered him to be seated, while he gave
them a narrative of his voyage.

When the congratulations and public
demonstrations of joy were at an end, the
sovereigns of Spain confirmed to Colum-
bus the preceding capitulation, with the
additional- privilege that he and his sons
and descendants should take the title of
Don; and declaring that the admiralty,
viceroyalty, and civil and criminal jurisdic-
tion, cum mero et mixto imperio, granted to
Columbus in the ocean, and in the islands-
and main-land discovered and to be disco-

f
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vered, commenced by a line drawn by the
Azores and Cape de Verd islands, from
north to south, and from pole to pole; so
that all the seas, islands apd main-land
which lay within that line, whelly apper-
tsined to his jurisdiction. (Document I11.)
But at the same time, it was necessaxy to
take care that no cause of war should arise
between Spain and Portugal. Pope Mar-
tin V. and other pontiffs, especially Sixtus
IV. had, by various bulls, granted to the
ecrown of Portugal all the countries which
i should discover from Cape Bogiador,
and from Cape Non to the Indies. The
eourt of Lisbon pretended that Spain had
violated the papal privilege; and King
John II. who had mentioned it to Colum-
bus, when the latter paid his court to him
at the Vale of Paradise, passing from words
to deeds, ordered a squadron to be fitted
out, and proceed under the command of
Francisco de Almeida, to the newly dis-
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eovered islands (Barros, b. iii. ¢. xi.) But
Ferdinand, who was an extremely wily
prinee, intreated King John not to go to
. war on that account, professing his readi-
ness to settle matters amicably. During
the period that an arrangement was in
treaty between the two crowns, in which
the Spaniards were constantly interposing
difficulties and delays, there arrived three
bulls from Pope Alexander VI. which put
an end to the pretensions of the court of
Lisbon. In the two first, dated May 8d,
1498, the Pope made an absolute doriation
to Spain, of all the islands and main-land
discovered and to be discovered in the
western ocean, with the same extensiéns,
prerogatives and privileges, which his pre-
decessors had granted to the Portuguesze,
of what they should diseover in Africa and
it Bthiopia. The third bull, which is the
most famous; is dated the 4th of May;
because in that, Alexdnder drawing, or
g
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rather marking, a line from the arctic to
the antarctic pole, which line was to be 100
leagues distant from the Azores and Cape
de Verd islands, gave and assigned all the
countries situated within that line, to the
inonarchs of Spain, on condition that they
sent out priests to instruct the natives of
those countries in the Catholic faith. This
is the famous line of demarcation, which at
once gave to Spain an empire far more ex-
‘tensive than that which seven centuries of
warfare obtained for the Romans. The
" bull will be found in this collection, (Docu-
ment XXXVIIL.) with some not unimpor-
tant variations. |

. The Admiral, meanwhile, proceeding to
Seville, pressed forward another expedition.
The Spaniards vied with each other in
eagerness to be admitted into it, attracted,
no doubt, by the desire of amassing trea-
sures. But it was necessary to restrict the
number to as many as could be carried in
a squadron, consisting of twelve caravels
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and five smaller vessels. Juan Fonseca,
Canon and Dean of Seville, had the charge’
of its equipment. Fifteen hundred men
of all descriptions embarked on board
these vessels, and they carried out horses,
sheep and cattle, in order to establish the
race of them in the new world.

Having made these preparations, the
Admiral, with his brother Giacomo, (whom
we must now call Diego, as that was the
name given to him in Spain,) and his two
S0DS, weighed anchor from the canal of
Cadiz, on the 25th of September, 1493 ;
arrived on the 2d of October, at the Great
Canaries ; on the 5th, touched at Gomera;
and having with great expedition taken in
the necessary supplies of fresh provisions,
sailed, on the 7th of the month, for the
new world, steering more to the south-
west than he had done in his first voyage.
And as by deviating from his first course,
it might happen, that if the vessels were
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separated by a storm, the pilots would not
know how to find Hispaniola, he delivered,
at the moment of departure, a packet of
sealed instructions to each of the captains,
which they were not to open unless in case
of extreme neocessity. This second voyage
was extremely fortunate; on the moming
of Sunday, the 3d of November, they were
already in sight of a mountainous island,
which he named Dominica, in commemo-
ration of the day of its discovery. They
did not, however, land there, on aecount
of not finding a good anchorage ; but they
landed on another island, which was called
Mari-gajunie, after the Admiral’s ship. On
the 4th, after a very short stay, they ar-
rived at . Maria de Guadaloupe, a name
given to the island by the Admiral, in fal-
filment of his promise to the monks of the
sanctuary of our Lady of Guadaloupe, in
Spain, who had earnestly entreated him to
grant them that favour. This island was the
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seat of the Caribs, or Cannibals, a race of
ferocious savages, whose practice it was to
make incursions on all the islands of that
inmmense archipelago, (so Columbus styled
it,) and to rob and pillage the poor Indians,
whom they transported in mumbers to Gua-
daloupe, making slaves of the women,
and devouring the men. They found the
ground strewed with unbutied bones, and
sprinkled with blood. Peter Martyr says,
that he saw at Medina, several cannibals,
who had been brought ftom the new world,
whose fierce countenances, ferocious ac-
tions and cruel look, made all who saw
them tremble with terror and disgust.
The island of Guadaloupe is well wooded,
abounds with parrots, and cotton grows
there very plentifully. The squadron re-
mained there several days, during whiqh
several Indians of both sexes, fleeing from
the cannibals, found an asylum on board
the Spanish vessels. At that time, Mark,
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a captain of one of the vessels, landed with
eight men, without permission, and wan-
dering over the island, got entangled in
the woods, and knew not how to get to
the coast. The Admiral, being afraid lest
be and his companions should have been
taken by the Caribs and put to death, sent
a number of persons in search of them, who
were unable to get sight of them, or to.
hear them answer to their discharge of fire-
arms. At last, however, they returned, on
the 8th of November; and to set an exam-
ple of severity, Columbus put the captain
in irons, and punished the men, by dimi-
nishing their portion of victuals. He
weighed anchor from Guadaloupe on the
10th of November. To an island. formed
of a rugged mountain, which had been de-
populated by the Caribs, who had devoured
the inhabitants, he gave the name of Moxn-
serrat ; another, from its shape, was called
S. Maria Rotonda ; the festival of St. Mar-.
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tin gave a name to another, where coral
was found ; Jamaica, so called by the In~
dians, and which still retains that name,
was called S. Maria de Antigua, and the
island of Ayay, Senta Cruz. In this island
there ‘were also cannibals, from whose
'power they liberated some Indians, but
they had not the pleasure of making pri-
soner a female; who approached them in a
canoe, accompanied by her son, a stout’
young man, ard several male and female
attendants, who appeared to obey her, and
when they spoke ‘to her, stood up in a-
respectful attitude; by this it was imagined,
that she was the queen of the island, and
also by the circumstance that several of
her attendants were recognized to be eu-
nuchs. When they approached the Spa-
niards, they discharged a shower of poi-
soned arrows, with such force, that one
thrown by a female, pierced a soldier’s
buckler through and through. The canoe
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being hemmed in by one of the Spanish

boats, overset, the sor was drowned, and
several were taken prisoners, but the queen,
along with several men and women, reached
the shore by swimming. The squadron
then entered a group of fifty islands, the
largest of which was named Santa Ursula,
and the others were comprised under the
title of Oncemil Virgenes. The island of
Borriquen appeared to the Spaniards a
most agreeable residenee; populous and
agreeable with good houses, plenty of fish,
fertile, and cultivated with a degree of care
they had never yet seen in that part of the
world. Columbus gave it the name of San
Juan Baptista, the protector of the Genoese:
nation. On the 21st, be took in water at
the northern side of Hispaniola, and after
coasting that great island, in six days ar-
rived at the Villa de Navidad, where he
had left the Spanish colony.

What a sight there met lis eyes! the
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fortress destroyed, the utensils and clothes
of the eolonists scattered here and there
upen the ground; not a Spamiard to be
seen; but in one place, a corpse lying
putnid, and another hanging by a rope,
with the arms tied to a tree, im the shape
of the cross, From the repost of the
islanders he collected, that the Spaniards
who were left at Nasividad gave the reins,
after Columbuys’s departure, to their ava-
rice and lust. They dispersed themselves
throughont the island in search of gold;
revished the women; were not satisfied
with what the friendly Cacique supplied
them; and, in short, recognized no laws
but their own passions. Having after-
wards quarrelled about the division of the
treagsure, and the possession of the women,
they came to blows, and in the contest one
of them was killed. This man’s death dis-
pelled the ignorance of the Indians, whe.
had hitherto believed that the strangers.
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were 80 many celestial beings ; all of them
flew to arms ; the Spaniards, who were dis-
persed through the island, were overpow-
ered by numbers; and Caunaboa, the ca-
cique of the mines, a brave chief, advanced
with his troop to the fortress, where only’
ten persons were left with Diego d'Arana;
he set fire to the Spanish habitations,
eight of them flew to the sea and were
drowned, and the others fell under the
poniards of the Indians. It was a matter
of doubt whether the cacique, who had
been Columbus’s friend, took any part in
this revolution. He protested that he had-

" taken the part of the Spaniards; talked of

a wound which he had received in the

. battle, which confined him to his bed;
“but the Admiral, having sent a surgeon to

him, named Melchior, of Seville, to exa-
mine the wound, the latter satisfied him
that the story was entirely a fiction, as,
after unbinding the cacique’s leg, he found
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neither wound nor cicatrice. Columbus
saw that it was of importance to excite no
new fears and apprehensions, and probably
thought within himself, that the colonists
had deservedly met their fate; he there-
fore renewed an alliance with the wounded
cacique, and having entered into a sort of
truce -with the people of the mines, he
began to make arrangements for the esta-
blishment of a new colony in the island. -

Having, therefore, left Natividad, on the
7th of December, 1403, be went to the
east side of the island, where he disem-
barked at an Indian town, close to the
shore. Nature had there formed a very
capacious and safe harbour, even though
open to the north-east. About the distance
of a bow-shot from the sea, ran a river
which watered a delightful plain; above
the harbour was a reek, which presented
a desirable situation for a fortress ; and the
gold mines were at no great distance.
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Having disembarked the people, the arms
and the machines, he commenced the un- -
dertaking on the 11th of December, and
the town was already finished in the be-
gmning of March, 1494. Columbus gave
it the name of Isabella, in honour of the
Queen of Castile. In the mean time he
despatched Fojeda in search of the mines;
who, on his return, related that he had
crossed different rivers, and found pieces of
-gold in their sands, in which the Indians ex-
cavated holes with their hands, and at the
depth of a fathom, found the metal: The
Admiral then sent back to Spain twelve
caravels, with a number of specimens of
the productions of the island, and with
‘Jetters and presents to his friend Peter
Martyr, who states that he saw a piece of
-gold which had been found by Fojeda,
‘weighing eleven ouncés. The command
of this squadron he entrusted to Antonio
Totres, the brother of the nurse of the



OF CHRISTOPHEBR COLUMBUS. luxix

Prince Royal, a persen of grest activity,
intelligence and fidelity. The departure
of these vessels, the labouts for the esta-
blishment of the colony, the Admiral's
‘orders to proceed upon a survey of the
country, but without seeking for gold, the
incommodities of the climate, the deficiency
of Eurdpean provisions, which was already
sensibly felt, and which the potatoes and
maize of Hispaniola did ‘not make up, all
these contributed to excite a seditious feel-
sg in the breasts of the colonists; they
threatened to seize the ether vessels that
were left and to returm home; and this
factious spirit was kept up by Bernal de
Pisa, who had accompanied the expedition
in the capacity of royal accountant; this
man had already drawn up a memeorial
filled with accusations against Columbus,
with a view to lay it before the court.
This piece having fallen into the Admiral’s
hands, he inmediately imprisoned Bernal
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.on board ene of the vessels, and he deter-
‘mined to keep the factious oecupied in the
survey of the island, although he himself
‘was still suffering under an illness brought
on by his labours, in the arrangement of
the colony. Leaving, therefore, his bro-
ther Diego-in command of the vessels, am-
munition, -and crews, he proceeded with
the soldiers, both infantry and eavalry, to
the mountains of:the mines called Cibao,
where he built a fortress, named St. Tho-
mas, and left 56 men in it, commanded by
Pedro Margarita. No sooner, however,
had he departed, than Caunaboa, the pro-
prietor of Cibao, made an attack upon the
fortress, of which Columbus being imme-
diately informed, despatched a reinforce-
ment of men and provisions, and made
Fojeda the commander of the fortress.

. The horses were of wonderful advantage

to the Spaniards, because the Indians, who
had already lost their apprehensions of the
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swords or fire-arms, trembled at the sight
of these noble animals, Upwards of four
hundred of the islanders, led by five Spa-
niards, ran away at the sight of a soldier
on horseback, who was on Ins road from
St. Thomas to Isabella.

Columbus’s thoughts were, in the mean
time, turned towards Cuba, which in his
first voyage he had been unable to survey
completely, so as- to ascertain whether ‘it
was an island, or part of a continent. Wish-
ing to satisfy himself on that head, he es-
tablished a council of regency, which was
to govérn the island during his absence ;
of this council his brother Diego was
named president, and Father Buyl chief
councillor, of whom we shall have occasion
to speak shortly in terms of reprobation.
On the 24th April he took his departure,
and steered immediately in the direction
of Cuba; on the 2d of May he visited
Jamaica, which appeared to.him the most,

8
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beautiful of all the western islands ; and on
the 14th, returning to Cuba, he proceeded
to coast along it with great difficulty, on
account of an incredible number of iglets in
those seas, which render the navigation ex-
ceedingly difficult and dangerous; in one
day he counted as many as 160 ; and Peter
Martyr assures us that Columbus actaally
gave names to 700 of these islets or rocks,
whichever they may be called. In this
voyage he saw, for the first time, Indians
clothed, wearing a kind of tunic made of
cotton, and descending as low as the knees.
From one of these he ascertained that the
eountry was entirely surrounded by the
sea, and governed by a Cacique, who was
so proud, that he never deigned to speak
to any of his subjects, but made himself
mnderstood by signs, and was obeyed. Co-
tambus with his three vessels did not re-
turn to Isabella before the 20th of Sep-
tember, after suffering incvedible hardships
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in common with the whole of the crews.
His own however were very great ; he had
scarcely ever been able to undress himself;
he was reduced to a scanty portion of
damaged biscu.it, like the meanest seaman;
many nights he had scarcely slept three
hours; so that he arrived at Isabella al-
most blind, and oppressed with a fever,
and a terrible mazzucco ; from which, how-
ever, the tranquillity and fresh provisions
of the colony soon recovered him.

His recovery was greatly aided by the
pleasure of finding his wise brother Bar-
tholomew at Hispaniola. The latter, having
left London with the convention granted
to Christopher by the English monarch,
had only got as far as Paris when he
learned from the King of France that the
Western Islands were already discovered ;
and, having received from that monarch a
present of 100 crowns, hastened his journey
a3 much as possible, but on his arrival in

g2
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Spain he found that his brother had al-
ready sailed on a second -expedition ; Bar-
tholomew, however, was despatched by
the King with three vessels to Hispaniola,
and the Admiral, on his return, made him
Adelantado, or prefect of ‘tl'le Indies. Of
Columbus’s other brother, Diego, we have
very little information, and it would appear
as if the Admiral was rather ashamed of
having such a brother; and on that ac-
count made him believe, when a youth that
he had been brought up in his family from
his earliest years, as is related in Peter
Martyr’'s History, Dec. 1. Book iv. The
same historian relates, that Guarionex, one
of the Caciques of Hispaniola, desirous of
ingratiating himself with Columbus, mar-
ried one of his sisters to Diego. It is
to be.supposed that the princess was con-
verted to Christianity, in order that the
marriage might take place; but the Ca-
cique, her father, would never consent to

T Pedacand
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renounce his idolatrous faith, in spite of
the attempts which were made to convert
him, by the Admiral’s orders, by Father
Romano of the order of St. Jerome, an ex-
cellent and indefatigable ecclesiastic, who
was always the friend and respecter of
Columbus, by whose orders he composed a
small tract intitled ““ On the Faith and Ido-
latry of the Indians,” inserted by Don Fer-
dinand in the life of his father.

The conduct of another ecclesiastic, who
had it greatly in his power to contribute
to the happiness of the island, was very
different from that of Father Romano. I
allude to Father Bernard Buyl, a Catalo-
nian, of the order of Minorites, who by a
brief of Pope Alexander VI. dated the
25th of June, 1493, was placed at the head
of the ecclesiastics sent out to the newly
discovered countries; and had also the
authority of Viear Apostolic for found-
ing new convents of Mendicants; even
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though it was expressly forbidder by s
Constitution of Pope Boniface VIII., from
which Alexander VI. expressly derogated,
for the better establishing the Cathelic
faith in the new world. Buyl wanted te-
govern the whole island according fo his
own fancy; he listened favourably to the
complaints of the seditious, sanctioned
turbulent meetings, pretended that the
Admiral ought to shut his eyes to the
- horrible excesses of the Spaniards; and,
ﬁn(iing that he was not to be moved from
his firm purpose, he had the temerity to ex-
communicate him ; as if the punishment of
the men’s indecencies was an offence befove
od. Roused at this .insnlt, the Admiral
refused to furnish him any longer with the
usual supplies; in consequence of which
Father Buyl was forced to take his depar-
ture the first opportunity, carrying with
him heavy complaints agamst the justice
of the Admiral, who probably appealed to
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the Pope, as the censure unjustly fulmi-
mated against him by the Vicar Apostolie
was declared null and void ; it was, pro-
bably, on that occasion, that he received
as a present from Alexander VI. the Bre-
viary which is now preserved at Rome, in
the Corsini Library. ]

The outrages of the Spaniards at Inst
drove the Indians to desperation. Fancy-
ing that, if the harvest failed, their new
guests would be cempelled to depart, they
left off sowing; the consequence of which'’
was a most dreadfu] dearth, which fell hea-
viest upon the weakest; and so far from
removing, only increased the disorders.
. The natives set themselves in ambush, to
cut off the Spaniards secretly ; the inhabi-
tants of Cibao, more courageous than the
others, and more accustomed to labour,
(as their country abounded with mines,)
being hemmed in by the two fortresses,
St. Thomas and Conception, flew to armes
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with fury, but, being obliged to combat in
the open plain, they were defeated; their
king, Caunaboa, was taken prisoner, and
sent to Spain.

A general terror then spread through-
out the island, and no one afterwards was
daring enough to rise against the Spaniards.
Columbus’ then determined to return to
Castile, leaving the government to his bro-
ther, the Prefect. He sailed on the 10th
of March, 1497. He took with him, in
two caravels, 225 Europeans and 30 In-
dians; many specimens of gold, and the
most remarkable productions of the west-
ern countries. He remained several days
in the island of Guadaloupe, for the pur-
pose of making the necessary bread for the
voyage; and his scouts having captured a
most courageous female, whom they disco-
vered to be a cacique, he took her with
him to Spain, in order to present her to
his sovereigns. 'They left Guadaloupe on
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the 20th of the same month; they had
tedious calms during the voyage, and were
reduced to short provisions. Columbus
made observations on the loadstones or
compasses of Flanders and Genoa, and
found that the north-west was much less in
the former than the latter. They landed
in pain on the 14th of June; and . as the
court was then at Burgos, to celebrate the
nuptials of the Prince Royal Don John, with
the Archduchess Margaret of Austria, the
Adimiral went there with the Indians and
curiogities to present;them to the monarchs,
to whom he gave a relation’of all the
events of the second voyage, and requested
to be despatched without delay, in order
to prevent the disorders in the colony from
becoming greater. '

The tardiness of the Spanish court,
which had become greater in-consequenoe.
of the complaints of so many disappointed
persons, but ill accorded with Columbus’s:
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wishes. The malcontents, having retnrned

te Spain without the treasures they had
anticipated, accused the Admiral and his
byothers as strangers, who had been raised
from nothing to an exalted station, and -
wished to engross every thing- to them:
selves, trampling upon that nation which
had welcomed them, and made them great
and powerful. Columbus sought a repa-
ration of these injurious imputations, im
the Royal Decrees; by means of which he
either had his privileges eonfirmed, or more
minutely explained. He then obtained &
declaration (Dacument IV.) relative to the
eighth upon the equipments, and the tenth
“of the preduge of the newly discoverad
countries; an agreement that the commerce
of their productions should be regulated
by royal deputies in conjunction with his
own (Document V.); a regulation about
the colonists,—inheritance,—tributes,—and
the establishment of a. mint in Hispaniola
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(Docament V1.); a proclamation, forbid-
ding any one to put an excessive price
upon the goods and provisions which the
Admiral was purchasing tbo take to the
West Indies (Document VII.); and am
order to send out a number of priests,
medieal men, druggists, botanists and mu-
sicians (Document VIII.) Columbus also
succeeded in procuring the revocation of a
royal patent of the 10th of April, 1495, by
which every Spanish subject was at Liberty
to go and discover new islands and conti-
nents, settle in those already’ discovered,
. and to oceupy as much land as they liked ;
with other clauses, which entirely destroy-
ed the Admiralty and government of their
original discoverer (Document IX.) Two
proclamations were also published, exempt-
ing from all duties and customs, the goods,
furniture and provisions, purchased in
Spain for the serviee of the fleet and the
colonies, either by order of the Sovereigns
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or of the Admiral (Documents X.and XI.)
But the most fatal decree which was pro-
mulgated before the third voyage of Co-
lumbus, was that which ordered the male-
factors condemned to death, to the public
labours, or to baxﬂshment, to be sent to the
islands ; commuting, for instance, capital
punishment for two years’ service in His-
paniola (Documents XII. XIII. and XIV.)
What enormities were there not to be ex-
pected of a population formed of the refuse
of soeiety ? If respectable persons were so
oppressive to the Indians, and so trouble-
some to Columbus, what ceuld be expected
of so many eutcasts, let loose from chains,
from prison, or banishment? We shall no-
tice briefly some of the other Documents ;
it would be tedious to mention them all.
The Admiral was empowered to make a
distribution of the lands and waters in His-
paniols; to whoever would undertake to re-
maim there four years; at least, and attend
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to their cultivation (Document XXII. A
patent was despatched to Bartholomew
Columbus, confirming him to .the Adelan-
tamiento, or Prefecture of the Indies, to
which he had been appointed by his-bro-
ther ; as the court maintained that the Ad-
miral had not the power of naming whoever
"he pleased to the prefecture or government
of the places comprised within his kingdom
and viceroyalty. . The Document XXX. is
particularly remarkable ; Columbus had
already, as we have mentioned, obtained
for himself, his sons and heirs, the title of
Don, as it would have been unseemly for
an Admiral and Viceroy, to want that dis-
tinction of nobility. The Spanish meo-
narchs, by this patent of 23d April, 1497,
granted him the power of instituting one
or more majorats, as well of his property
and jurisdictions, as of his offices and dig-
nity, transmissible to his sons and descend-
ants. We may here remark, that in these
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Royal Letters patent there is no-mention
made of the nobility of Christopher and his
family ; although in such kind of instru-
ments, where prerogatives and distinctions
are in question, it is the constant practice
to commemorate the splendour of the
grantee’s ancestry ; a clear proof that the
noble Colombos of Cuccaro, lords of some
castles in the Monferrat, had nothing to
do with the Genoese hero.

Returning to his voyages, Columbus, in
spite of the studied delays of Juan Fonseca,
who was at the head of the party hostile to
him, was able, on the 30th -of May, 1498,
to set sail from the port of San Lucar
de Barrameda, on his third voyage to the
new world. He procured the usual re-
freshments in the island of Porto Sanﬁ:o;
spent a few days at Madeira; liberated,
near Gomera, a Spanish vessel which had
been taken by a French privateer; and on
his arrival at the Feroe islands, he divided
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his small squadron into two parts; three
vessels he sent towards Hispaniola, one of
which was commawded by his relation,
Giovanni Antonio Columbus; he himself,
with the other three vessels, proceeded to
the Cape de Verd Islands, and keeping to-
wards the equator, pursued his way to the
new world. A terrible calm under the heate
of the torrid zene afflicted his crews for eight
days; the meat and wheat became putrid;
the casks began to split, and the crews were
dying with languor. This misfortune in-
duced Columbus to steer rather more to
the north. Sailing in this direction, on the
last day of July, a seaman from the top
descried three mountains rising frem an
island, which Columbus named Trinidad.
But without stepping there, they went on
the following day to procure water from a
vivulet which they saw gushing from a
point called by the Admiral Costa. It
was therefore on the fitst day of August,
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1498, that Europeans led by the Genoesg,
.l,anded‘for the first time on the continent
of the new world; as the point of Costa
belonged , to the continent, although Co-
lumbus was then unable to ascertain if it
was' an island, or an immense continued
tract of land. Leaving this rivulet alsq,
- he conducted his vessels to the point of |
A renal. Thither came about twenty-five
Indians in a canoe. As they seemed un-
willing to approach to take the presents
which the Admiral exhibited to them gn
deck, be endeavoured to attract them by
tile sounds of sweet music; but they, mis-
taking them for warlike sounds, immedi-
ately discharged a flight of arrows, whigh
the Spaniards returned by a discharge from
their cross-bows.  The .canoe: then, fipd,
and the vessels went on to the mouth of 3
_river, which appeared to disgorge intp the
9cepn an. impense, volume of water, whence
he, gave it the .nae: of the.Drogpn:s Mowkh



OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS. ixcvii

Having . entered, the ‘vessels sailed 104
miles into it, and finding the water grow
fresher in proportion as they advanced,
they ascertained that it was a river, called
by the moderns Oronaco; the country,
they learned afterwards from the Indians,
was called Paria ;: they found it abounding
with gold and' pearls, and inhabitéd by a
racemore civilized than the islanders. - But
Columbus could not remain long in'these
countries, as he was too much afraid of the
Spaniards whom he had left in Hispaniola.
On that account, on the 18th of Aungust;
ke quitted the coast of Paria, and, after
giving names to a multitude of other islands
and suffering excessive fatigues, to which
was added the gout and inflammation in
the eyes, he arrived on the 30th of the
same month near the new city of St. Do«
To understand how this new colony had |
risen, it is proper to relate briefly the ope-
h
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rations of Bartholomew Colmmbus, prefect
of the Indies; beginning from the time of
his .brother’s return to Spain. Bartholos
mew was & most skilfol seaman, Jaborious;
gevere,vand inflexible.. Dam: Ferdinand,
his nephsty, -actusés - him --of - posséssing
. btkleaffeetion for his brother tha Admirsl,

‘This pbeervation would, appear rather:ill-
mattireds ~ The prefeet’s severty was suffi-
cienh tairnidate the vagahonds who were lefy
i the island, who desired nothing less than
te possess themselves of all the gold inthe
island, amyse themselves with the women;
apd redace the males to slavery. Aftex
Columbus's departure, his brother keptshe
" people-employed for three months in build,
g @ fortress, in that part of the island
where gold was most abundant;. he ex-
acted @ihyte. and regular supplies. of pro-
visions from two of the caciques; seat: 1o
$pain, by order of the court, 300 of the
Indiana :iv: cheins, eleng with-their chiefi
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accused of having murdered the Spamisrds::
and by order ofi the- momarchs began build-.
ing the new city of 5t. Domingo, so called,
says Don Fendinand, in: memory of his
father, Domeni¢o; but according to Peter:
Martyr, because the place in which it hies’
was first discovered on & Sunday. He
transferred to the new city the inhabitanty
of Tsabella, in which last he left only the
. sick, amd the carpenters necessary to finish:
two vessels, the building of which had
been ‘alroady -begun. :He opened: a-road
from $t. Domingo te Isabella, which he se-
eured by building -five. fortresses at consis
dervable distanves.. He prevailed upon the
powerful Cacique of Xaragua to become a
tributary of Spain; dispersed by a sudden
attack the forces of a-number of caciques
who had conspired against the Spanisrdss
td released Guarionex; one of them; who
had 'been made prisoner;: and.:finally;
put two of the islanders to.death, as am

h 2
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exemple - of --tervor to;;the  othems. . The:
Gacique of Xaragua.had' a. sistér nambd.
Ananasna; who ‘had. . formerly -bsen. the’
wife " of Caunaboa, King of Cibeoa: she
was lively, and adroit, and had -great. in-
fluence in the coumtry; the puefect. be-
eaxbe the object of her; peculiaz nttentions;:
with ‘the probable expectation  thst.-he;
would be induced to marry her, as Diago.
.uhll these actions:afford sufficient; evi-
dence . of the vigour and capacity of Bar~
tholomew Columbus. But he had to strug-
gle against the wickedness of Francisco
Roldan de Ximenes, who, from a servant.of
the Admiral, had been made captain:of the
baggage-men, and subsequently chief judge
of the island, to which office he was ap-
pointed by Columbus himself; but this
man added a new example to:the justice of
the observation, that a man brought'up in
servitude makes the worst master. It will
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be useless to enter . into: mimate : details
here, of the transactions of ‘the mutineers.
For a year after the Admiral’s departure
they preserved in'a certain degree their
obedienee and moderation : but finding he
did net then return, and imagining that he
had either perished, or been disgraced at
court, they began violating all laws human
and divine. They complamed . particn:
larly of three things: first, that the: pret
fect would not allow them to marry Indian
women ; second, that he would not leave
the Indians at the Spaniands’ diseretions
and third, that, under pretence of the¢
reyal service and of justice, he prevented
the eolonists from taking:advantage .of the
riches of theisland. The tumult increased
on the arrival of two vessels. which Cor
lumbus had despatched .a. year aftexr hig
arrival in Spain;: and- the number of _ine
surgents was augmented by the.dwead' of
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~ prmtishment, ‘which drove them intol greates
excesses. - Bt matters became. still . worsé
on. the drrival of ‘the -three vessels at-St
Dotningo, which: the Admiral hed detached
from his squiadron’ at the Feroe islands:
‘Alonso -Sanchez de Carvajal, -oneof the
taptxins, an artful man, possessed -of: don?
siderable authority, under pretence of wish~
. ing .to settlé imatters péaceably, secrétly
fanmed :the flame of -discord.. Nor could
the presence of Columbus himisplf put-a
stop to the disorders. He was the object
of the hitred of Fonseoa, Bishop of Bada-
jos; whose influence at-the eourt of Spain
was then paramount ; and as this was umis
versally known, it served to give greatér
boldness to the.rebels. Froin the caciques
he hail riothing to hope, so great and so -
just wds their abhorrénce of the Spaniards,
Bartholomew and Diego were objects of
detestation, as they had been frequently



OF GHRISVSPHER ODLUMBUS. i}
ohlaged to punish these mgahdnds with
severity. And to such a pitch was the
hatzed :of the vexy name of Colwnhus: ins
flamed, - that.: when :Gievanni cAntenio (Cor
lumbus), who had nothing whatever to dg
with £he. government, was keading one day
to S¢.. Domingo, 40. of  his ship’s créw, he
wis abandoned by 86 of them, who imme:
diately joined. the conspitators, It is true;
that. these miscreants soon, paid, dearly for
their iniquities ; . 300 of them had diedl wmi-
serably ; :160 more were: pining away with
the venereal disease; and the islanders wese
continually lying in wait to massacre any
stzaggling or unarmed Spaniard. Affected
by.s0 much misery, the Admiral at last pro-
posed to the insurgents to send them back
to Spain, and to give them their arrears of
pay, with.a promise. to certify the court of
their-good and faithful service. But Rol
dan was not paid; and it was at last settled,
that he should be nominated chief judge of
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Hispaniola, with the power of nomimatiig
the inferior judges, in the different parts:
of the island. In this manner, the:most
wicked beeaine a severe judge, in order to
preserve his authority. t

" The island appeared alresdy to be ve:
stored to a state of tranquillity; when on
the 5th of September, 1499, Alonso Fo~
jeda arrived with four vessels, from the
coast of Brazl, and appeared desirous of
putting himself at the head of the insur-
gents. But the firmness of the commander
of the fort Concepcion, and of the chief
judge Roldan, who was: now anxious to: zer -
tain by fair means the dignity he had ao-
quired by foul, compelled Fojeda to leavé
8t. Domingo. But Ferdinand de Gue-
" .vera, enraged against the judge for not
allowing him to marry an Indian prineess
of Suragna, formed a plan .along.with.a
miscreant of the name' of Adrian, %o
murder Roldan. The attempt failed ;' the
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gallows xid the island: of Advien, and. Gue-.
vara was :sent eo med:tateltthe bm»ﬂf.
a»dﬂngen e TR L

: But:a rouch more: for-dable CARSPIracy -
was formed in Spain, by the. malcontents
who “retwrned there. They. assembled.
the streets through which: the monarchs
had :oecasion to: pass, . exolaiming. loudly
aguinst the Admirel; and if .they hsp-
pened to see his two sons, Diego and
Ferdinand, who had been appointed pages
to the Queen, they loaded them: with. in-
sults, and the imost opprobrious epithets.
Influenoed by these olemburs, and. by the
secret intrigues of Fongeca, and Colum-
dus. himself having. repeatedly .solicitad
-them $o send a judge to the Indies with
suthority to put an end to, the disorders,
.a0d to punish the offenders, the monarchs
-neminated, for that purpese, Francisco Ba-
-vadilla, commander of the arder of Cals-
srava. This unwosthy person arrived st
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St.' Domingo tawardh tlie emd .of Anguss,
1500, brihging with him a suwekher.of hlank
letters subscribed by the King and. Quden,
and seczet instructions, that,if he found
the Admiral guilty of what was laid to his
charge, he was to send him home a. pn-
soner, and to assume the government him-
self. How was it pessible for the disco-
verer of the néew world ta appear inner
cent, haviag to be judgad by a needy man,
selected by Fonsecs, his bitter enemy, and
who. was: to" establish his :own. fortune an
she’ rying of that of Columbis? The
indignities which were put upon:him.ky
letter to the nurse of the Prince Royal .of
Spain, which appears in this osllection
(Doc. XLIV.) We shall merely observe,
that Columbus being. at that time in the
fortress of Concepcion, carrying om hostr-
lities with the Indians and' insurgent Spa-
niards, Bovadilla deddered himself prefect
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of .the gbvernment, took up his residence
in- the Admiral's house at St. Dominge,
appropristed to himself all the property
he-found in it, seiwed his papers, trested
favourably every one who speke agaimat
hin's-'and;- to crown all, distributed the
lands, the 'gold, and the Indiams, as lar-
gosses to the mutineers, thus ruining the
colony for the purpose of making him-
self filends.  The Admiral, on receiving
the letears of the monarchs; sent by Bova-
dilla; by which he was ordered to obey the
Commander,  immediately wemt to syrren-
dér- hiinself, afier giving onders. te his
brothers to submit to the royal authonty.
In comsequence of this, Celuymbus ' first;
thenr Didgo, and lastly, Bartholomew, were
put at the bottom of a vessel, bound with
chains, with orders that no qune should he
allowed to speak to them. The captain of
the: vessel, Andrew Martin, wag ordered
by. Bovadilla-to deliver the three brothers
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. tb-Fonseea. . Martin, as soon as shey Were
out of sight-of 8t. Domingo, offered to re
Keve the Admiral from his fetters, bt the
hero réplied, that as: they had beem- put
upon him by order of his govereigms; none
but they could undo:them; and: that bhe
should preserve them as a lasting mémor
¥ial of the gratitude of Spain, towsrds the
man who had opened her the road to a new
world. On their arrival at Cadis, Colwm-
mis addressed a letter to. the monarchs;
dated the 20th of November, 1500, inform
ing thetn that-he and his brothers.had: as
rived in chains. Ferdinand and Isabells
felt ashamed; they gave orders for their
instant liberation; and that the Admiral
should come to court to Granada, where
he was received by their Highnesies with
great courtesy and.fair words. .1 . o
. Columbus was not lonig in.ascertaining
that thid flattering reéception was.only.a
weil, toiconceal from the world the mon.
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stropy, ingratitude of which he was 1to- be-
cope the victim. The monarchs of Speix
subscribed, on the 27th of September, 1501,
a declaration respecting Columbus:s hdmi-
mistration; (Document XL1.) in which they
fixed the extent and .the mammer of the
restitution to be made to him of what he.
bad been robbed of by Bovadilla. This

. declaration was not conformable'to the

rights and privileges ‘conferred upon:him¢
he wrote-two memorials, therefore, in vin-
dication of them, which now appear for the
first -time, (Document XLII. and XLIII.)
But the court, disregarding his representa-
tions, despatched the declaration to the
Commander De Lares, who had been ap-
pointed to succeed the infamous Bovadilla,
in the government of Hispaniela, in order
that the property of which he had robbed
the ‘Admiral, might be restered in confor-
mity to the royal declaration. It is aise
to be remarked, that. in.the royal- letters
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expedited ‘since the iiptissiment of Cox
lumbus, the designation of.our Viceroy and.
Governor of .the Indies, was omitted, as if the
complaints of mutinous seldiers, or the vio-:
lence of Bovadilla, in defiance of all forms.
of justice; had. been sufiicient motives to-
strip the discoverer of these two important
prerogatives. - In the mean time, the man
who had given to Spain‘a new hemisphere,
was living miserably-in" that kingdom ; he
had no house of his'own, and when he
wished to dine, sup, or sleep, (as' he him-
self writes in a letter, reprinted by Bossi;
p- 211.) ke had no place to repair to escept
én inn, and very frequently had not where-
withal to pay his rechoning. The ingratis
tude of the court, the contempt of the
Spaniards, and the poverty to which he
found himself and his family reduced, some!
times extorted from his pen ‘those bitter
but: sincere expressions -whi¢h are to./be
found in his letter to the Nurse, as well as
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in the one just.quoted. 'It'was then that
his thoughts were turned longingly towards
Italy, and Genos his native country. He
cultivated the friendship of Nieolo Oderico,
asmbassador from' the Genoese ‘to 8pain,
and of. Angelo Trevisuni, secretary to the
Vienetian -amibassador, at the sams court.
He sent to Oderico two copies of the pri-
vileges e obtaimed from the Spanish-mo-
narchs; ab an eternal memorial of his under-
taking, and probably of the .melancholy
revompeniee he had obtained; a similay
copy he had promised ‘at:Granada, in 1501,
to give to Trevisani; whether this pronise
was fulfiled, we' have- not thelmsof
ascertaining. -

It appem,.however;-t.hat he had aban-
doned all thoughts of the new world, and
that the Spanish ministry took a pleasure
in leaving him in oheocurity, dejectieri and
poverty. At last it was determined to
employ him in a fourth voyage, with the
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empross condition (Document XL yithat
"#i-his voyage to the West Indies; he should
mbt touch ot Hispaniola; and that.only.oh
s rdbarn, he ‘might, in ease of necdssity,
‘pit. in there: for a short::tites, He-wis
pérmitted to- take with-hins:his Youngeat
son; Ferdinand, then .enly twelve ;yeass
dd, and- the allowance  meade to him (a8
. page 'to the: Queen) waié given to -kbs
eldest son, Don-Diego. - His brother Bes-
sholomew -also - went with him, as well
a8’ acGenoese gemtlenman of great couwrage,
Haved' Bartholomew Fieschi. . The :squi-
dron ¢onbisted of four vesseld, with: 150
persons on boardy and sailed ‘frony thie-canal
‘of Cadiz on the 9th of May, 150%. The
marrstive:of this:voyage is:givenin a letter
of Columbus, which has. been frequently
guoted; and s reprinted by Bossi. - <.
4. Golumivas passed from the Cinaries totHe
“wiesvern islands, in sixteen days. Butes oie
of Lhis/ vessels proved o very bad ssder; He
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‘'went to St. Dominge to exchange her for a
" better, and to wait there until a dreadful
hurricane which he foresaw to be approach-
ing, had passed over. The commander, De
Laves, would not suffer him to enter, and
although he was advised by him to delay the
sailing of a convoy of 28 veasels, which
were about to return to Europe, for eight
‘days, he despised the warning. The atorm
cane on: of the four vessels of Columbup,
‘not one was lost, although they underwent
the. most incredible dangers; but .of the
28 destined for Europe, no .less- then 34
want to the bottom, on board of whi¢h
‘were Bovadilla and the other conspirators,
with the greatest part of the treasures.of
which they had robbed Columbus aad
tive poor Indians. Pursuing his voyage,
‘lie touchéd at the-poxt of Byasil;. the
oo /islands; and -thet. of Guanari; Ber-
-sholomaw, bis: brether, lanflod: upen this
dasy; to.get- information of : agine..iclanilare,

1
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and took a canoe, which had a covering of
palm-tree leaves; it was rowed by 25 men;
_under the covering were placed .the wo-
men and children, and their effects. Two
things surprised the Spaniards, in these_
people; the first, that the women were co-
de,liketheMobrsof,Grmda,Withac@-
ton shirt, and that the men had brass knives.
Contimiing his voyage, in the expectation of
fanding a strait at the. bottoin of the grest
Gulf; which is now called the Gulf of
Mexico, he eoasted along the epntiment;
of which, on the 17th of August, 1502,
Bartholomew: Calumbus took possession,
with the usual formalities. But ane,of the
most dreadfal storms that was ever known,
disturbed the pleasures of the navigatoxs;
for several days they neither saw sam: nor
sters; their sails were torn o pieces, their
anchors lost, and the:stress upon. the. ves-
sels was such as to. make the heartg.of the -
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#8lf, Weakehed By the gout and long baffer-
ing, was ghieved beyond measure for s
young son, and his brother, whom he had'in

" & tharmey ¢ompélled to follow him, intrist-
ing to hith the worst ship; by means of d
small cabin erected on the castle of. thed

~ poop, he made them the fiecessary signals.

Having escaped this great danger, he rés

‘pitired’ }ié  vessels at the lahd of Caridi;

‘tonthed at the codst of Carambaru, wherd

“the natives wore gold mifrors round theis
riscks; fom themce he went to Veraguh ;
‘and on the 28th of Ottober, he wiis driven
‘by the wind into 4 port which he ‘ealted
‘Porto de los Bastimentos; another storni
todeéd them about for nine days in sach 4

- murmter, that they looked dpon themselves
‘uif lost ; ‘the lightning Was 86 InGeshatit &hid
‘ttemendous, that thit heaveifs appeared to
e onfire.  Oif the diy of the Epipharny, he
tetared v8 Veragus, anid took shektet 'in
g neigiibouring fiver;:rath bet i, ané eon-

12
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tithed without interruption to the k4th-of
Febtuary, 1503, during which the vessels
Were in imminent danger. Bartholomew,
with two Indian guides, and 70 men, set out
to teconnoitre the country, which was found
to ‘abound in gold; on that ascount, Co-
Iumbus, having madé a treaty with Quibian,
(which was the name given by these people
to ‘their prince,) set about building some
houses, thatched with straw, with the inten-
tion of forming a trading settlement there.
Fhe Indians, however, made a sudden at-
tack on this new establishnnent, biit were re-
pulsed, and Quibian, with his wife and sons,
remained a prisoner. He found means,
Fowever, to make his escape, along with his
sons, and to carry on a most annoying war-
fave with the Spaniards, who were discou-
Jaged by another misfortune. “The winds
Jisd shut up the mounth of the river; and
i April, all the veisels were rotted;-a canal
war'@ug to get them out of the place, bat
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the sen was so reugh as to prevent the
execution of this plan. At last, after a
number. of skirmishes with the natives of
the countrf, -in which Bartholomew re:
ocived a wound; after immense labours;
after giving the name of St. Christopher
to the highest mountain, and leaving in
the river a vessel completely perforated
with holes, so that she could sail no, longer,
the whole crews left that unfortunate spot.
At Portobello, they left another of the ves,
sels, and with the two. which remained,
withont either boats or. provisions, they
attempted. to reach Hispaniola; but both
winds and waves appeared to thwart their
wishes, and after losing all their anchars
except one, they arrived, almost by miracle,
at the island of Jamaica, towards the end
of June, 1503. After some days rest,
Diega Mendez and Bartholomew Fieschi,
et out for Hispanialn, in two canogs, may-
aed by Indian; rowers, fux the puspose. of
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absining provisiops.and. vesyels, to. enable
them to. Jeave Jamaica; bath the caravels
which remajned, being completely unfit ta
Pt to sep again, BShortly after their de»
parture, two byathezs, of the name of Pegy
ras, raiged 3 mutinyamopg the Spaniards,
agaigst the ‘Admiral, wha was lying on 3
sigk bed, toek some canaes, and followed.
hy a number of pexsons, set: off far Hgiti;.
but being unahle te gvercome the congrary.
winds, they cnt the throats of their Indian
rgwers, sad were phliged to return to Ja;
mgica, whege. they committad the greatent.
ewoesges, - Some time afier, when the ipe
hahitanss, of the igland began to withheld.
their.awpplies of: provisions, Colymbus, by
threateping them with the vengeance of
the Dgity, for such . harbayity, and prediet-
ing.shgt within 3 few hours they would na
lopgex ace the maon, (which wag-verified by
a,Jywar aclipse happening the same night,)
indyced. . thew ta. farnish pravisins, i
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abundance. Meanwhile a vessel artived to
visit ColumBus in the name of De Lares,
thé governor of Hispamiola; but without
doing more than delivering a cask of wine
and seme sdlt pork, and ammouncing the
safe arrival of the two messengeis (Mendez
and Fieschi), departed immediately. This
act of mhuman barbarity served to confirmi
the mutineers in the idea that Columbus
was detested by the court, and that on that
account the Governor had left him to perish
migerably in Jamaica. A fresh conspiracy
was excited, and they were preparing to
attack him. But Bartholomew, arming his
faithfil followers, laid hold of these mis-
ereants, and by putting several of them to
death, quelled the mutiny.

. It was the end of May, 1504, before a .
vessel arrivéed at Jamaica, which had been
beughit by Mendez at Hispaniola, with the
Admiral's money. On the 28th of Futie
the whole of them embarked in this vessél,
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beth fiiends and enemies ; on their arrival
at the city. of St Domingo the Goverhor
received Columbus with a great affectation
of pleasure, but he liberated Porras the
leader of the mwtineers, whom he was
taking with him as a prisoner to Spain.
They left St. Domingo on the 12th of
September; the voyage was a most dis~
agreeable one from the succession of stormy
weather, and the Admizal was so afflicted
with the gout that he was obliged to keep.
his.bed. They landed at the port of San
Lucar de Barrameda, where Columbus
stopped same time to repose after his.
labougs.and disappointments. Isabella, his
protectress, was just dead ; Ferdinand com-
tinued to thwart him, and was actually
meditating the revocation of his privileges.
This he had in fact already done, by the
permission he had given to a.number of
adventurers to. proceed on the discovery of
new countries.in the West Indies.
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. Overcome. by the feeling of ‘the ingrati-
tade he had experienced, his comstitution
worn out by:the gout and his past fatigues,
and dejected in his mind at:seeing himself
thus .poor and. abandoned, after having
opened the new hemisphere to the Spanish
sation, this great man departed this life,
with sentiments of the greatest devotion, on
the 20th of May, 1506, at Valladokid. His
corpse was removed to Seville, and buried
in the great church of that city with great
faneral pomp; and by order of King Fer-
dmand, whose jealousy his death had extin-
guished, was honoured with a marble me~
nanent -with the following epxtaph en-

graved.upon it.

A CASTILLA Y A LEON

NUEVO MONDO DIO COLON
(To Castille and to Leon a new world gave Colon)

.This is the only ‘inscription worthy oﬁ
the immoztal discoverer of the new. werld:
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The glory of the Genoese hero will be al-
ways uoparslleled. A conqueror may afise
to surpass Alexander; a poet to exeel
Viagil; but no one can ever rival Columbus,
because no new Aemisphene remains.to be diss -
" covered.—(Bossi.) |
Columbus left two sonss. Diego, by his
wafe Philippa Mogniz Pelestrello; and Fer-
dinand, his illegitimate som, by Beatrice'
Henriquez. The latter, who was born in
1400, or perhaps earlier, entered into the
church, and devoted himself to lLiterary -
pursuits; he travelled through Eurape col+’
lecting books to form a great library, and-
took with him from Flanders two learned
men, Nicolas Clenardus and Amndrew Va-
seus, whom he kept-in his pay; he paid a
visit to Genoa, his father’s country, and died
at Seville, in the year 1540 or 1541, be-
queathing to the Dominicans of that city
his valuable library of 12,000 volumes.:
- Diego inherited the rights and honours -



OF ORBIMSRHRRAR COLUNBUS. oxxid

of his father. His eldest son; Luis, swo-
osaded him, whe, by way. of compaomsise
with the Emperar Charles ¥, prosenved
tha. title. of Admizal of the Indies, bat
enchanged the dignity of Vioexay.for the
island of Jamaica with the title of Masquis,
and; that of Govesnor for Veragun with the
title :of Dukie,smd rbadived . a pension of
10,000 .gold dawbloons ia lieu of the tenth
asggned to Colwmbus on all the produc-
tions of the Indies. Lmis left onlyan illegi- -
timate son, named Christopher, and on thes
acronnt was succesded: by bis nephew Don
Diago, the legitimate son of his younger -
brother - Chaistopher. This Diego died
without issuein 1578, (Wemay here men-
tien hy the way, that: Luis Columbus, a per-
sqn.af fighauched. character, came to Genea
about the year 15688, bringing with hisn the
MS. Life of the haro, written in Spanish
by his sen Don Ferdinand, which he left in
the. hauds :of. the pewician Famari, feam
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whom it passed to another: patrician, Gioy,
Baptista Marini. The latter, baving gooe
to Venice, procured a txanslation of it.te
be.made -there .into Italian by a Spanish
scholar, Alfonso Ullea, which translation
was. published in that. city in 1571, in 8vo,
The .original Spanish manuscript was -loat,
It would be very rash therefore to.assext-
that the translator had interpolated the
Life by Ferdinand. If any one has such:a
suspicion, let him turn to the.saame Ullog's
translation of the Asia of Barros (printed at
Venice, 1563, in 4to,) and he will, find, p$
page 55, the following words,  According
to the universal opinmion, Christopher Coj
lumbus was 2 Genaese.") L

- The direet male line of Chnsmphw bam-
ing,. thus become extinct in 1578, gave ripe
to the most celehrated law-suit which Ey-
zopehad.ever witnessed.. Diego, who digd
in 1478, had.a sister. (probably illagitimate)
namsd Frapcescs, who was magried toia -



_OF CHRISTOPIHER COLUMBUS. -¢xxv

eentiste named Ortegon.” The fuist: Diego;
the son of the hero, left three daughters;
Maria, who took the veil in'a convent at
Valladolid ; Juanna, who married into the
powerfal House of Toledo; and Isabella, who
married Count Georgio Gelves, of the family
of - Portogallo. - The illegitinrate Christo-
pher (the son of Luis) also brought forward
his claims. . From the territory of Genoa
there only appeared Bernard Columbus - of
Cogoleto, claiming to be the: deseeiidant in
a direct line of Bartholomew Columbus; the
Hero's ' brother. At thdt -time there alsb
Tved at Genoa, Balthazar Columbus, of thé
honse of Cuccaro and Conzano, in the Mont
ferrat. This Balthazar had (according té
m§ MS. of Documenti Lomellini, page 77,
Nd. 126.) in the year 1573, married Livis,
datighter of Raffsele Usodimare Oliva and
‘Benedettina LomeRini, and was more distin-
‘guished for his noble bleod than his wedlth.
“Ad-he found, in reading the Fife of Colum-
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lumbus; by Don Ferdinand; that  Christe-
pher’s father was nmmed Domenico, and ré-
¢olleeted that among his ancestors of Cue-
caro there was also registered a Ddmeries,
he took it into his head to lay elaim to the
fallen inheritance of the great Chiistopher.
With this view he went to the Monférrat,
induced his connexions and friends to fa-
vour his pretensions, composed a genealo-
‘gical teee, which, in the tensh eentury, had
very illustrious rodts; ‘procared severil
ecuntrymen in the neighbouring places ‘to
depose that the discoverer of Americawas
born inr thie eastle, and was of the family of
Cuecaro. Furnished with these dbbaments
he proceeded to Spain, where hé contimaed
obstimately to prosecute the suit unti the
34 of December; 1808, on: whiclk day Doh
Nugno Gelves de Portogallo (as ‘thé -di.
seendant of Isabells Columbo, the yousgest
daughter of Diego) way admitted itrty pos-
semsion of the inheritaties. - Balihuime: divil
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in Spain, and his son, on his retufn to Italy,
™ oxder to mitigate the effect of the sep-
tence which had been pronounced inva-
hdating his claims, reported that he had
made a compromise with the adverse party,
and received 12,000 gold doubloons; but
Igeagzio de Giovanni, a learned canon of
€Casalmonferrat, gave no credit to this bra-
vado, as the house of Colombo of Cucearo
continued in a state of peverty. Bernard
Columbus, of Cogoleto, was not admitted
a8.a party, as Bartholomew Columbus, Pre-
feot of the Indies, whose ‘destendant he
-clained to be, had left ne. acknowledged
offypring. Diego, the Admiral's younger
brother, also died childless. The illegiti-
mate Christopher could not stand in eom-
petition with the legitimate descendants in
the female line.

. We cannot eontlude oar historieal re-
sesrches without reeording the testaments
puid codicils of Colmmbus. He had made a
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testament in 1498, which hgs been moticed
by Herrera, by Salineri, and by Campi ; an
imperfeet copy of it was published in, the
_ Dissertation of 1808, and on that account its
authenticity was questioned; and, finally, it
has been printed in the Transactions of the
Academy of Genoa with the necessary ac-
curacy. In this document he declares that
he was born 'in Genoa, and re¢ommends
his son Diego to honour that-city on that
aecount, and; to be serviceabla toit. Nor
did. Diego disregard his father's recom-
mendation ; for the court of Spain havipg
prohibited mm, in the strictest manner,
to the new world to all strangers, be did
what was in his power to mitigate the rigour
of this prohibition as regarded the Genoese.
This testament did ndt take effeet, in con-
sequence of the testator’'s declaration that
he had made another on the 1st of Aprl,
1502, which was deposited in the hands of
.Father Gaspar Certosa of Sevillet But thig
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ssecond mever ‘appeared, and thve heirs. pre-
ferred to leave: it in oblivion; the motives
of this we know not, but it would not be
very rush to suspect that Columbus had
poured, out in it the bisterness of his
heart agamst the court. A codicil has been
published, written at Segovia.by Christo-

pher, in August, 1505, and signed at Val-

ladelid, the 19th of May, 1506, which »6-
fers to the testament of 1502, It:is rather
doubtful if the oopy of it, which hias- been
published, is perfoot in all its parts. Much
more famous is the Codicil, made according
te military usage, and written in 4 blank leaf
of the Breviary which we have already
mentioned to have been presented. to - him
by Pope Alexander VI. It is dated at
Valladolid, the 14th- of May, 1506. The

defenders of the Cuocaro claims, possessing

only an incorrect copy.of it, found reasons

to make them suspeet -its- authenticity, al-

- though Andres, Tiraboschi, and Gaetani
k
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were fully perduaded: it was:genwiné,. .An
ilustrious ‘Genoese patrician; assisted: by #
learned foreigner, made an exaet copy of it,
which made the sbjections vanish that: weve
founded: on’ nothing but a.false xéadimg.
To such as ask whether Alexander V1. ever
thought of beoks of dévotion, we may reply
thaf the -question: does: net . shewi yuuch
knowledge of the character of that pontiff,
who, on.more than bné oceasion, exhibited
& saverdotal zeal towards-the faithful; iwhieh
utrfortunately he did:not know:how fo'kirn
towards himself and his family.: W e mowrdd
then refer him to an article published:by
the Abbé Cancellieri, in the Effemerids Ro-
mane, in which there is a list of a number
of articles stopped at the Custom-house at
Bologna, whieh Cesar Borgia, immediately
upon ‘the death of Alexander, had. dis-
patched . to the Duchess of Ferrara; his
sister. On-examining the cases, they were
found .to:be filled with pexsenal effects of
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the late:Pape, among which is registered a
Breviary of the Virgin. SRR
In the military codicil Calnmbws a0
knowledges: the republic-of Génes fox. hie
native coumdry ; it:is not wonderful there:
fore that the advocates of the Cuccaro
claiins have attempted. to. ery down a.do-
cument whick so- much invalidates, theot
it the bottom of this codicil, as:skell-as.ih
the Jetters to Niocolo Odetigo, (which.mall
be: found at the énd of this collection,).Ca-
Jumbus . makes: use, as a subscription, .of 8
-aypher formed of seven lettens in bthe.fol-
lowing forme: . .. . - ¢
I . ' . L S. ‘- .
v -8 A 8 -
X. M. Y. ' .

" But these letters, say they, are unintelk-
&ible ; therefore the cypher as wéll as:¢he
‘codicil are forgeriés, = In this case the owi
Bono of Cassits may be turned:to good ae-
count. ‘The Brevidry in question was:dis-

k2
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covered upon a little book-stall. at Romé;
and purchaséd for a few half-pence. .An
impostor, capable of forgihg a document
which would give rise to disputes among
the learned, does not set to work for such
a trifle. Itis verj easy, however, to stamp
as a forgefy what is not understood. The
French have the legal clause, Clameur dé
Haro ; the illustrious "house of ‘Savoy the
famous motto FERT. Vain attemptshave
been made by the learned to explain thesé
mysteries ; respecting the Fert, the Count
Galeanii Napione makes’a candid acknow~
ledgment in the Transactions' of the Royal
Aeadem'y of Turin, vol. xxv.; and thelearned
Baron Vernazza had already made a similat
one. What if it should happen, however,
that these letters can be most readily ‘ex-
plained? Don Ferdinand relates, in chap.
iii. that his fither, “ when he had to' wrife
any “thing, never tried his pen without first
writing these words : Jésus “tum™ Maria sit
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nolis én via.” We have already remarked
that after he had been elevated to his
dignities, Columbus changed his ancientj. ‘
subseription ; and it was natural that he
sheyld also change his cypher. We must
naw .ghserve that the letters placed above
the three lower ones are considerably smal-
ler, and may be considered as the final oneg
of the words; and therefore the cypher may
be. read thus, Xristus, Sancta Maria, Yose;
phus; or, to bring it nearer to the sit of the
old subsaription: Salva-me, Xristus, Maria,
Yosephus. My, the advocates of Cuc:
caro.are not the proper judges of the co-
dicil, but such as are not at all interestg,il
. the question; such as Andres, Tira-
boschi, Gaetani, and Bossi, all of whom
have:heen satisfied that it is genuine. Our
adversaries are quite excusable in enter-
taining.doubts of the authenhclty of a da-
«ument which had been copied in the most
Jpcorrect manner; but now that they pos-
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sesk ' fac-simile of the original, it.womnld be
dnly fighting with ‘shadows to mpeat ‘the
first arguments.

'T'o conclude the history.of Cohuqhu we
should observe, that as he makes né6 men-
~ tion of his parents either:in the testament
or the two codivils,: it proves .that. they
were dlready déad. Of his mother Susannus,
nothing certain is known, but she was living
in 1468; as in & instrzment presexved in
tlie archives of Sawona, it appears that Gia-
¢omo (in'Spain Diego), the brother of Chrisr
topher, completed his sixteenth year on the
10th of September, 1484, oh which day he
was put to learn the business of a clothr
weaver in the woollen manufactory of Ln:
¢hino Cadmmarteri. In other instruments
preserved in the same archives, Domenico
‘Colombo, ‘' the father of our navigatar, is
named as living in the year 1484 ; in the
archives of Genoa his name is to be seen
up to 1489. But it has:-been ascertained
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that he was still living in; 1404, by a testa-
ment, of whieh I have a copy, subscribed
_at Genoa, near St. Stefano, to which Dome-
xico Colembo, olim textor pennorym, is 3 wit-
ness. It is therefore proved te demanstra-

tion, that our Domenico, Zesior panmnorum, - -

who was living in 1494, can have nothing to
do with Domenico Colombo, of: the family:
of Cuccaro and Consano, who died in 145G,
Titaboschi’'s reniark is an acute one,:.that
the ' pretensions of Monferrat must be al-
ways regarded:hs an shsurdity; uvtil it. is
proved to- be impossible.that two persons
of the name of Domenies Colombo could
have lived in-the sanie eentury: -Having
alluded to the archives of Savana, I am led
to obsexve that there -is- no- foungation foy
two accusations brought against Giulio. Sar
linero; who first publighed. the doeamients
above referved. to. .- The fixst is, that. he
-wished to:make it.be believed that Colum:-
busa was a native:of favofr; pgw he g%
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pressly declares. (page. 838) that -whoeser
should demy Genoa the honour.of :giving
birth to this incomparable man ought to be.
looked upon as a . monster. The second is,
that in these documents.there: appear as.
- real persons a Sgjo and.a Tizio.  But if
the accusers had cast their eyes on the mar-

gin of the book, they would have read ficta:

nomina dignis de causis ; and the real names.

have been discovered by the Archivist Bel- .

loro, and published at Turin, by Baroun Ver-
nazza, in 1810; on which ocecasion - that.

learned person, although a native of Alba in .

the. Monferrat, expressed his compunction

for having supported the pretensions of the

family of Cuccaro; and whoever will read

coolly the protest with which Sordi, the.

famous jurisconsult of Monferrat concluded
his lengthened argument for Balthazar Co-
lumbus, (Cons. 241.) must be satisfied that
- he felt the same compunction. Meanwhile
I am desirous that the readers:of this Me-
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moir may be satisfied that, after so many dis--
putés, the antient opinion, s to fhe country
o$€ohmbus, is that which is the most satis-
factory to the lovers of truth. The argu:
ments of the Genoese, and the opposite
oties: of the advocates' of Cuccaro, have
been coolly and imrpartially discussed by
Bossi,  the notes to his Life of Columbus;
by his Eminence Cardinal Zurla, in' his
work on the Venetian Navigators ; and by
the celebrated Edinburgh Reviewers, in the -
number of their Review for 1816 already
mentioned. ‘Who'is there that will venture
t6 oppose such judgments? No one who '
does not wilfully shut the ears of his un-
dérstanding to the principles of just rea-
sonting and the foundations of jurispru-
dence. We must hold fast to truth; for
falsehood, however agreeable and advanta-
geous it may prove, is not therefore the
less deformed; and to derive pleasure ﬁ'om
throwing doubts on what is certain may in- '
sensibly lead us to a fatal scepticism.
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Having thus given a rapid, but accurate
sketch of the life of our hero, we must now
speak of this collection which: at last sees
the light. We shall first. give a bibliogra-
phical description of the manuseript, for
the satisfaction of such as ‘cannot have an
epportunity of examining it.

The manuscript is on parchment, in a
sniall folio- volume, bound in Spanish lea-
ther, with two silver ornaments on the sides,
and inclosed in a Spanish lesther bag, which
had originally a silver lock, (as described in
Columbus’s second autograph letter,) but it
has been taken off, leaving only a mark on
the place to which it-had boen fastened.

At the beginning of the manuscript is an
original letter of Philip II., King of Spain,
to Ottaviano Odetico, Doge of Genoa,
-( printed at the end of this collection. )

Then: follows a leaf of parchment; on the
back of which is a memorandum relative to
.Lorenzo Oderico;, wha, in 1660, ot 1670,
gave this manuscript to the republic.
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1. Then comes the tifle, written in xbd. and
biack - letters; with’ arabdesque cmwinvents
€Cartas, PRiviLEG', CEDULAS Y DEBAS
Esemiiruras. pe:Dox CrzisTovar Covroy,
ALMIRANTE . Mavor 'pEX MAR: Qctané,
ViserREY Y. GOVERNADOR DE LAS IS8LAS ¥
TIERRA FIRMA. 'The writing isi& speties
of :Giothic.:” On the ‘back of- the title is
the coat of arms of Colusshus, such -as he
used after having discovered Amarita, and
had his digmities conferred upon-him. (‘See
the agnette in the title-page.) _

: The. next: leaf :contains the table.of tho
documents contsined in tlie: manuseript.
. Then begin the Documeiss themselves,
which occupy 42 leaves, numbered only on
‘eneside. The initial letters are painted
and ornamented; and the argument of each
Document is written in the margin in a
beautiful miniature character. -+ Strictly
speaking, the MS. finishes at the end of
the 42d leaf, (Doecument XXX VL) where
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tlse. subscriptions of the notaries and.sleal-
des of Seville are placed, and i» whose pre-
sence the copy was made from the originels,
Then follows, in eight pages. of parchment,
the Bull of Pope Alexander VI. about the
famous line of demarcation.. . Then follow
eight . other pages of Documents, writien
after the first, and legalized in.the usual
form; and these are suceseded by -five
blank.leaves. :

Next comes a Docmnent m whlch Co—
lambus comments upon his privileges a.nd,
defends his -rights; this oceupigs- three
pages, the fourth being blank. The.piace
which follows is of the same description;
in 'this Columbus himself - recapitulaton
methodieally, the .articles .of the conveny
tien, .which .he made with the Cathelic
menarchs, on. his. setting : out on. his; fixst
expedition; and .defends- his. rights. with
‘muoh wammth asd force of reasoming.
Thwoowmame ;pages, .and part. of .3
tenth.
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After this comes Columbus’s Letter to
the Nutrse of the PrmceDoanm,whnh
fills*ten pages. - &

~On the-last leaf is a memorandum of the
different copies which had been miade :of
the original priviléges of Columbus; and
this fimishes the partofthe MS. which is
én parchment. -

- ‘Fhe:two uuﬁogm'phiem of deﬂni
te his friend Nicolo Oderigo, written:on
papey, are pasted-intothe-book ; as is also

.the reply of theMugistrate of St. Gebrge
to Columbus.  Judging from the writing
and eomparing it with other:auncient MSS;
we lould consider ourselves not far waong
itr saying, that this eopy was'written in the
first years of the sixteenth ¢entury.. ;.
+ At the end of the whole, there is a pie:
torial sketch onhalf a sheet of paper, sym+
boliéal of Colunbus and- his discovery. .

Titis ' manoscript, with anothier exuvtly
similar, was sent 'y Colimbud, by mesine

,
ot
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of ‘Fesndisce e Hisarolo, to his confiden-
tial _friend - Niealo. Odekiga, with -dmstruc:
tions to deposit it in a place of safe custody,
and to semd: notice thereofto his eldisst won,
PonDiego. This catitidn is anether proof
of itekiuming  to his. mother- conntry, with
the whole or part of his family; and on
that aneonnt. he. was -anmious that his son
should know in. wliat plece: thie dotuménts
mighi. be; Klie-resson, i: dppears tliat -Ode-
nig0 kept both the MAES. in his owh. poe-
session, 0 ane of: which (and it is the one
from . which eur transoript hes beenmade)
were added, the two autograph letters of
Columbus, and subsequently the letter. of
Philip I1.-t0 Omdviano Oderigo; .ourhis
Oderigo considered. himself to be revidéring
a service to his country, by making'it-a
present:of both- M8S., an acknowledgnierit
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of which is given in the graeious detree of
thie Most Serene College, of the 10th of
Jannsey, 1670, as we read in the memo-
randum writtien an the baek: of the first leaf
of our MS. In the civil and military dis- -
turbances of later times, the secrét archives
of the. Genoese goverriment underwent
many: vicisgitudes; one of the two MSS,
was taken from Genoé.to'Paris; and up to
the 2th of January, 1821, it had not been
restared.to the government of our asugust
sovdreign, as the most Hlustrious syndies
of Genoa -were: informed by a letter: from
M. E. €ount Galeani Napione. The other
MS. which was believed to be lost, re-ap-
peared after the desth of the senator, Count
Michelangelo Cambiasi.c The valuable
Iibrary of this noblemsn, having been ad-
vertised for sale by auctien, in the manth
of July, 1816, there was found in the. cata-
logue, at No. 1938, Codice de’ Privilegj del
Colambo. The decurions of the city being
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exceedingly anxious to purchase a monu-
ment 80 interesting to the glory of the
‘Genoese, prevailed upon the executors of
Cambiaso, to suspend the sale of it until
the King’s pleasure was known on the re-
presentation they had made on the subject
to his Majesty. The King's orders were;
that it should be sent to Turin, and depos-
sited in the archives of the court; Count
Carbonara, first ‘President of the Royal
Senate of Genoa, wasinstructed to do this
without delay, in a letter of the 17th
March, 1817, from Count Borgarelti, then
first Secretary of State for the interior.
The wish of the decurions of Genoa was
subsequently gratified, as his Majesty, hav-
ing had a most accurate copy of the MS.
made at Turin, and deposited in the court
archives, was graciously pleased to give up
the original to the Genoese. Om the 20th
of January, 1821, it was transmitted by

Signor-Cav. Nicolo Solari, councillor of
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his Majesty, to MM. the Marquis Girolamo
Cattaneo, and Advocate Matteo Molfino,
" at that time syndics; to whom was subse-
quently intrusted the charge of erecting a
monument, and of publishing the MS. itself,
along with a translation, which is now ex-
ecuted. Having obtained possession of
the .MS. it was determined in a special
eoundil, on the 31st July, 1821, to erect a
custodia or monument, in which it might
be preserved with security and distinction.
The general council approved this deter-
mination on the 16th of August following;
in consequence of which, a marble monu:
ment was erected, designed by Sign. Carlo
Barrabbino, architect of the city, and exe-
cuted by the sculptor, Sign. Peschiera.

It was wished, .and very properly, that
the likeness of the navigator should grace
the monument. There are several portraits
of him, but not one of them resembles an-
other. The Signori Colombo, of Cuccaro,

1
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exhibited s painted bust of him, whiek
they pretended to be a genuine portraxt of
Christopher, on the ground that, as he was
bhorn at Cuccaro, it was to be presumed
that a genuine likeness of him wouwld be
exxcfully preserved im his family. This
reasoving, howewer, falls to the ground;
fiest, beeause it assumes what has besn
demoustrated not to be the fact, as to his
birsh; and second, as it appears even by.
their own admission, that Colamebus ram
away when he wes only four or five yoars
of age, never again was seen at Monfexrat,
and mever spoke of Cuccaro, or mentionad:
it to his nearest friends, how was it. possible
for them to have in that castle the resem-
blange of the diacoverer of Amenica? The
ongraving of this picture, published in the
Wissartation of 1808, clearly proves that it
has pot the slightest resemblance to. the
features of the hero, minutely as, theyweng
deserihod by bis. son Don Fendinand, aewe
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shall' see. presently ; nor wowld any critid
allow that a portrait, executed by.s persen
who hid never seen the original, had pre-
served more faithfully the features of the
countenance, than a description written by
the son and the companion of Columbus.
Sometimes, sdid Comnt Pesrtacari to the able
artist Agricola, words paint better than ihe
ple he wished the artist in question, nét-tir
confime himself to a mere oopy of Orcagns’st
porttait of Dante; biit to stedy atkéntively
the description of the peet’s features, which
hes beer handed down to us by his comis
hentator, Benvenuto da Imola. No one
emm - flatter himsolf that- Spain can produca
& true portrait.of Colambus. - The learned
Baron: Verneaza remarks, that it is not
* howwny, “ that befere: 1506, there was any
painder or sculptor living in Spain, except-
img Amsodio do Rimoon, » Castilian; whoy
aveording to Palemirio; painted postzaits ob
12
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Ferdinand and Isabella for a church at Te-
ledo, which are not mentioned by Conca.
It is not said that he painted a portrait of
Columbus.” We have no wish to conceal
that Theodore de Bry pretended that he
possessed a portrait of the hero, the same
that was to be seen in an apartment of the
council of the Indies; from which. place
having been stolen, and carried to the Ne-
therlands for sale, it came finally into the
hands of De Bry, who gave an engraving
of it in his America. This print has been
" copied in the Eulogium of Columbus, by
the Marquis Durazzo, printed by Bodo-
ni; and in the Life by Bossi, published
at Milan. There are numerous. reasons
for impugning the authenticity of De Bry’s
portrait. A man who feels no remorse a$
stealing, and is not even ashamed to avow
himself a thief, will be ready enough to
tell a lie for the purpose of extorting a few
ducats. from a credulous amateur. The
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History of the Spanish Painters, as is
mentioned above, gives no countenance to
this thief's story. But what is more, on
comparing De Bry’s engraving with Fer-
dinand’s description, it will be seen that
theyentirely disagree. 'And Baron Vernazza,
having compared that of De Bry with the
one published by Bullart, and that given
by Murloz, as well as the Cuccaro portrait,
finds an essential distrepancy in the whole
of them. What, therefore, are we to con-
clude? We must adopt the same con-
¢lusions as Professor Ab. Marsand, after
" remarking the differences between the nu-
merous supposed portraits of Petrarch :
not one resembles another—therefore they
are all false. And certainly, if they had
‘been taken from the life, they must have
preserved more or less the character of
the original, as is seen in those of Danté’;
#il of which present the features of thé
cbuntenance with such truth, that aftér
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-peeing any one, it is easy to reqognize-the
countenance of Alighieri among a thou-
gand portraits. For these weighty reasons,
the sculpter, Signor Peschiers, was bound,
in executing the bust in marble, to eepy
none of the pertraity hitherto published.
Nor was it, therefore, meant, that he shoyld
madel an ideal/ head of the hero, but thas,
having before him a.{rue resemblance,
pot painted by the lines of the desigmer,
but forcibly expressed in the words of
- acenrate writers, who had lived with that
wonderful man, he should form a true ef-
figy of Columbus, which should servg as a
.1padel for all future portraits, whose ob-
jeot shauld be to represent, not ideal fea-
tures, hut the real gountenance of the
.Genmogge hexg. We now compe to the de-
scription left ug hy Ferdinand Columbus,
. wha was ahgve sixteen yeprs of age when
:ba ost: his father. -“ He was a mgn of
. 8ood figure, rather above the middle sts-
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tare; with a long visage;, and rather high
check bones; npeither fat wor lean} ke
Imd an squilive nose, and hight eyes ;s fisir,
aud very fresh colowred. In his youth ke
had light hair, but after he arrivéd at the
age of thirty, it beeame quite grey.” In
the vld collection intitled Paest nuovamente
_ #vebati, reprinted at Milm, in 1513, is the
following description, taken flom a lomg
narrative of a oompanion of Celembus.
“ Christopher Columbus, a Genoese, &
man of tall and lavge statwre, ruddy, of
great understanding, and long visage.”
Pimally, Girolamo Benzone, who, although.
ke never saw Columbus, (the same as Ben-
verato never knew Dunte,) speaks ef hix
with such minuteness, that it is evident he
either copted some authentic accouns, or
- detived his information from the viva voce
details of Spanisrds who had sailed with
- Columbus, gives the following accoums.
“ He was a man of reasanably good stature;
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dfstrong and active body; sound judg-
ment, lofty understanding, and :agreeable
aspect; he had sparkling eyes, red haix;
aquiline nose, and rather large mouth;
above all he was a friend to justice; but
passionate when .provoked.” 'These parti-
eulars, which I communicated to the sculp-
tor, directed his hand and mind; and his
production has succeeded in obtaining dis-
tinguished praise from the connoisseurs of
the fine arts. Every one possessed of a
grain of understanding, after seeing this
head, which expresses the living and true
lineaments and proportions of the hero,
~ will throw aside every other portrait; and
especially that engraved in wood given in
the Eulogies of Gidvio, in which the disco-
verer of Ameriea is represented with a
~ hood'and prelate’s gown, as if he had been-
alconventual friar, or a hermit of St. Au-
gustin: - -

“¥n the trunk of the eolumn -which sup-
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perts the urn in which the MS. is inclosed,
is the following inscription in lettera .of
bronze gilt :

QVAE - HEIC . SVNT - MEMBRANAS
EPISTOLAS - Q « EXPENDITO
HIS « PATRIAM - IPSE + NEMPE . SVAM
COLVMBYVS « APERIT
EN « QVID » MIHI « CREDITVM - THESAVRI . SIET

DECR - DECVRIONVM . GENVENS.

M . DCCC - XXI.

( See the annered Engraving.)

It is not necessary for me to demon-
stratetheaccmcyofwhatmstatedm
this iscription, the composition of which
T had the honour of being intrusted with,
by the hody of Decuxions. The collection
opusists of two parts ; instruments written
on parchment, and letters written on
paper. In the first, it is seen, that Co-
lumbus was a man of no family ; because he
reguired to have the privilege of Dgs ; be-
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eause the sovereigns, even when they wish
to honour himy, no where acknowledge him
to be of noble birth ; because, nuither in his
two Memorials in vindication of his rights,
nor in his letter to the Nurse, does he
himself ever venture to allude to the anti-
quity, splendour and estates of his family,
which he would have been sure to do, to
prove, in ‘some degree, to the Spaniards
that he was not a man deserving their con-
tempt. Itis clear, then, that the Columbus
with the privileges could not be the eldest

+ son of the flustrious House of Cuccaro,

the lords of vartous castles in the Mon-
ferrat. ‘This negative carvies along with it
the affirmative, that he was of a Genoese
plebeian family. This collection, there-
fore, tndtcates, makes known, makes man;g'fest,
(aperit) his real country. If we were wil-
ling even to concede, for a8 moment, that
the two letters were of doubtful authenti-
éity, the documents on parchment are
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guite sufficient to prove thiat he was net of
a wealthy or neble family; and evenin that
easa, he gperit his real eountry; as the
great point in dispute is restricted to two
sontraries—either ha was of Cuecaro snd
noble—or he was of Genoa and a poer
wogalcander. PBesides all this, a3 Balthagar
Columbus, in order to prove his consan-
Evinity, assertad, that Columbus bore deves
in his eeat of arms, the same as the Cuc-
gayo family, and from the identity of the
.arms, jnferred the identity of the family,
$he MS. pom proves beyond dispute, that
Calumbms's ewn armg were 8 bar of aawre
in @& field ar, And this is another circum-
stence which aperit the couatry of the
‘hero.

- Bat the different parta of the eollection
are sa gounected, that from this recipro-
ol carrespondence and cennexion, (always
loeked for in vain in forged lettews,) the
.genvineness of Columbug's lettera is per-
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‘sptevously evident. That the portion of
the collection written on parchment is ge-
niine, is equally admitted by our adver
saries as by us. The original was in the
possession of the Oderico family, as is
‘proved by Genoese mémoirs, and as may
be inferred from the letter of Philip II. to
the Doge, Ottaviano Oderico. The two
ai‘ltograph letters of Columbus are written
to a Nicolo Oderico, a real personage men-
tioned in history, as may be seen ‘i’ the
first book of Casoni’s Annals. What won-
der was it that Nicolo or his family should
attach the two letters received from Co-
himbus to the manuscript? It would have
been rather wonderful if they had not done
so. The contents of these letters are such
as to piove of themselves the truth of every
thing. The date of the first is the 21st of
March, 1502, in which he mentions that he
is on the eve of his departure. Turn to thé
Documents, (No. XL1.) and ‘there will ‘be
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found a letter from the Spanish monarchs
_of the 14th March, 1502, in which .they
uxge him to hasten as much as. possible his
- departure for America. In his own letter,
Columbus says. that the Sovereigns pro-
mised to give him all that he expeeted, and
to put ‘Don Diego, his son, in possession
of every thing to which he had a right, as
the eldest. Hear the expressions of the
_'royal letter: .“ The favours which we

have conferred upon you shall be presexved
entire to you ..... and we. shall order
- your son to be put in. possession of all.”
The same confrontation may be made
with - the second autograph letter. ‘The
reply of the magistrate of St. George is
conformable to the Annals of Giustiniani,
and of Casoni; and fully corresponds with
the second letter of Columbus: I comr
clude; - therefore, that the. reply of.the
magistrate of St. George. relates. to. the
sacend antograph letter; that refexs to the

,— -
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fitst, and béth of them to the mamuseript’
volume on parchitient, and to the family
of Oderico; and a letter relative to the
seme family was found at the begimming.
Every thing, therefore, correspords ; every
thing is supported by tradition, history and

Fhe translation is literal, and therefore
devoid of ornmment ; ih diplomatic papers
and notarial acts we must mot look for
¢leganee: ornari res ipsa negai. 'The text
of the MS. I have copied with scrupw
lous fidelify, excepting the punctuation.
“ In the publkication of ancient decuments,”
ebserved Muratori, Antich. Ital. Diss, 49:
“ and patrtictlarly of any extraordinary mas
nusempt, it is most desirable to adhere
cosely te the readirig of the MS. unless m.
the evident exrors of eopyists.”

From what has been here said, an idea
miny be fertned of the value of the treasure
which the iMustrions civik magmtracy of
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Genoa were desirous of preserving in a
public monument of marble; a treasure
hitherto buried in the dust of archives, or
tossed about amid the dangers of private
families ; a treasure which contains the di-
plomatic history of the discovery of Ame-
rica, and of Christopher Columbus : that is,
of the most memorable event which had
occurred for ages, and of a hero who re-
flects the highest honour on Genoa, on
Italy, and.on Europe.
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LETTERS,
PRIVILEGES, NOTES,

AND OTHER WRITINGS,

OoF

DON CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS,

HIGH ADMIRAL OF THE OCEAN,

VICEROY AND GOVERNOR OF THE ISLANDS
AND MAIN-LAND.







IN the most noble and most faithful City of
Seville, Wednesday, the fifth day of the month
of January, in the year of the birth of our
Saviour Jesus Christ, One Thousand Five Hun-
dred and Two: the said day, about the hour
when Vespers are terminated, being in the
dwelling-house of the Admiral of the Indies,
situated in the said City, in the parish of St.
Mary, before Stephen della Rocca and Chris-
topher Ruis Montero, ordinary Alcaldes in this
abovesaid city of Seville, in the presence of
the underwritten witnesses, appeared and pre-
sented himself the very magnificent Lord Don
Christopher Columbus, Admiral of the Ocean,
Viceroy and Governor of the Islands and Main
Land, and presented before the said Alcaldes
certain letters, privileges, and notes, of the
aforesaid King and Queen our Lords, written
on paper and parchment, and signed with their
B2
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royal names, and sealed with their seals of
lead, hanging by threads of coloured silk, and
on the back part (sealed) with coloured wax,
and by certain officers of their royal house,
according as by them, and each of them, it
appeared. The tenor of which, one after the
other, is as follows.

DOCUMENT 1.

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

FErDINAND of Soria,
Lieutenant of our High Admiral of Castile, We
command you to give and cause to be given to
Don Christopher Columbus, our Admiral of the
Ocean, a copy, legally authenticated, of what-
soever letters of grace,” and privileges, and
confirmations, as are in possession of the said
High Admiral of Castile, relative to the said
charge and office of Adrhiral; from which (copy)
he, and others for him, may know, and ascertain
the rights, and other things appertaining to him
in the said charge: for we have granted the
favour to the said Don Christopher Columbus,
of having and enjoying the graces, honours, pre-
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rogatives, liberties, rights and salaries, in the
admiralty of the Indies, which our said High

Admiral of Castile has, holds and enjoys. And

this do and fulfil as soon as you are required
so to do by this our letter, without adducing
excuse, or any delay whatsoever. And if you
fail to do so, we command our governor, and
the other magistrates of the city of Seville, to
constrain and to force you to do and fulfil it.
And do not, nor let them do otherwise, &c.
Done in the city of Burgos, the 23d day of
April, of the year 96.
I e Kine. I THE QuUEEN.
By command of the King and of the Queen,
FERNANDO ALVARES.

The present is a copy of & writing written on
paper, and signed and underwritten by a scri-
vener and notary public, as by it appeared.
The tenor of which is as follows:

In the town of Valladolid, the court and
chancery of our Lord the King being there,
Tuesday, the fifth day of the month of July, in
‘the year of the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ
one thousand four hundred and thirty-five, be-
fore the auditors of our said Lord the King,
sitting to make reports, in the palaces and
houses of my Lord Don Gire of Teledo, Bishop
of Valencia, auditor of the said chamber, in the
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pelace and accustomed place, where the afove:
said auditors continually are accustomed tqhold,
‘and where they lold public audiences, and
make reperts, in presence of us, Jobn Nugnes
de Leon and Peter Garcia de Madrigal, scri-
veners of our said Lord the King and of his
chamber, and his public netaries in his court,
and in all his kingdoms and dominions, and of
the underwritten witnesses, appei@d: Gonzalo
Fernandes de Medina, solicitor in the court of
our said Lord the King, in the name and in the
stead of the Admiral Don Fadrique, whose soli-
citor he declared himself to be, and presented
before the said auditors, and caused to be read
to us, end before us aforesaid scriveners, a
paper of privilege of our said Lord the King,
rolled: up, written on parchment. of skin, and
signed with his name, gnd sealed with his-seal
af lead hanging by threads of silk; the tenor
of which is as follows:

Don Joha, by the grace of God, King of
Castile, Leon, Tolede, Galicia, Seville, Cordova,
Murcia, Algarve and Algesira, and Lord of Bis-
eay and Molina: to all the prelates, masters of
orders, dukes, ¢ounts, barons, and to the mem-

. bezs of my council, apd auditors of my chamber;
and alcaldes, and notaries, justices and other
officexs of my court, and chamcery, and of my
kouse and ber, and adeloniados, sheriffs, knights,
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esquires, and to all counsellors, decurions, 4l-
caldes, and bailiffs, corporals, adjutants, pro-
vosts and other justices, whoscever they may
be, of the very noble city of Seville, and of all
the other cities, and towns and pleces of my
kingdom and dominions, and to the sea-cap-~
tains, and to my superintendant of the fleet,
and masters and boatswains of my gallies, and
to the masters of the mariners and merchants,
and to every other person navigating the seas
~ orrivers, and to all other persons whoeves they
may be, of whatsoever state and condition, pre-
eminence or dignity, to whom belong, or may
belong, the things here under expressed, or to
whom may be presented this my patent of pri-
vilege, or the copy of it legalized and signed
by a public scrivener ; and to each of you health
and grace: know ye that [ have seen a patent
of privilege, folded up in the form of & roll, and
sealed with my seal of lead suspended, which
by my command was given to Don Alphonsus
Enriques, my uncle, my bigh admiral of the
sea, written on parchment of skin; of the fol-
lowing tenor:

In the name of God the Father, and of the-
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, who are three per-
sons, and one only true God, who reigns for
ever, and of the most blessed glorious ngin'
Holy Mary his mother, whom I kold as iady .
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and patromess in all my Works; and 6 the
honour and service of the most blessed apostie
8t. James, the light and mirror of all the 8pains;
‘and the lord and guide of the Kings of -Castile,
my predecessors, and mine ; and, of all the saints
of the whole celéstial court. It is reasonable
that all those, who serve kings with sinceredis-
position, undergoing severe trouble and distress,
should receive considerable recompense as .a
comfort and consolation for their distresses:
it likewise well becomes kings to recompense
those, who serve. them well, in order to perform
what they ouglit, and- also that it may be an
example to-those who may know or hear of it,

so that they may serve with better dispesition.
" In doing which the monarch must advert to
three things: first, what: may be the favour
which he confers; then who the person may be.
upon whom it is conferred, and how he may.
have merited it; in the third place, what dan-.
ger or -mischief may arise from imparting it.
Wherefore I, reflecting uponh, and considering
all these and other things, .and the many and
good services which you Don Alphonso En-.
riués, my uncle ‘and my high prefect on sea,
rendered to.the Kipg Don John of renewned
memory, my ancestor, to whom may the Lord
grant his holy paradise,. and to the King- Don
Henfy my- father and lord, whom may. God.
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pardon; and have rendered, and witieh you each
day. render to me, and the lineage fram which,
you had yaur origin, and the duty that I owe to
you, and who you are ; and to reward. you for
it, I will that the presént and future genera-
tions kmow by this my privilege, that I Don
Jobn, by the grape of God, King of Castile,
Leon, Toledo, Galicia, Seville, Cordova, Muz-
cia, Jahen, Algarve, and Algesira, aud Lord of
Biscay and Molina, have seen a patent of the
.said Lord King Don Henry, my father and my
lord, whom God have in his grace, written on
peper; and signed with his name, and sealed on
the back with his seal, drawn up in this manner.

Don Henry, by the grace of God, King of
Castile, Leon, Toledo, Galicia, Seville, Cor-
dova, Murcia, Jahen, Algarve, and Algesira,
and-Lord of ‘Biscay and Molina: to confer a
favour and grace upon you Dom Alphonso
Enriques, my uncle, for the many loyal and
special services which you rendered to the King
Don John, my father and lord, whom may God
parder, and which you have rendered, and
daily do render to.me, and to recompense you
for them, I meke you my High Admiral of the.
Sea, and I will, and it is my pleasure, that you
be henceforward my High Admiral of the Sea,
in the same manner as Admiral Don Diego
Hurtado -de Mendoza, deceased, used to be,

-
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and - that you have the said Admiralty with ol
the revenues, rights, and jurisdietien, which-
belong to it, and ought to belong to.it, in that
best and most complete manner in which the
said Don Diego Hurtado, and the other admi-
rals who to the present moment have been ap-
pointed, enjoyed them. And by this my patent
I command all prelates, and masters, counts,
barons, knights, and esquires, and all coun-
sellors, alcaldes and sheriffs, corporals, adju-
tants, prevosts, and other justices, whoever
they may be, of our most noble city of Seville,
and of all the other cities and towns, and places
of our kingdoms and dominions, and all cap-
tains of the sea, and my superintendant of the
fleet, and the masters and boatswains of my
gallies, and the masters, mariners, and mer-
chants, and every and whatsoever person, who
may traverse and navigate the sea, and whom-
soever they may be of them, to receive and obey
you, the abovesaid Don Alphonso Enriques,
as my High Admiral of the sea, in all things,
and in’' each one of them, which belong to the
said office of Admiral, and to pay, and cause to
be paid:to you, all the revenues and duties
which by right of the said office belong to you,
or ought to belong to you, well and completely,
in such manner as not to be diminished in any
thing, in that best and most complete way, in
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which they were received by, subjécted and
paid to the said Admiral Don Diego Hurtado,
and the other admirals that have been till now.
And by this my patent I give to you all my
power completely, in. order that you may he
able to exercise, and may exercise the civil and
crimina] jurisdiction, which beleng to the said
office of Admiralty, and ought to belong in
whatsoever manner, in all the rights upon sea,
both in granting letters of marque, and deciding
upen all complaints that may happen upon sea,
as also in the parts, and in all places where the
salt-water enters, and vessels navigate; and
that you the above-mentioned Admiral may
have the authority of establishing, and may
establish your judges, bailiffs, scriveners, and
officers in all the cities and places of my king-
doms, that are ses-ports, in order that they
may take cognizance of and decide upon all
civil and criminal suits, that may happen upon
sea, or in the rivers within which the flux and
reflux of the sea take place, according as, and
in the best and most complete manner my other
former admirals established them, and you will .
establish them in the said city of Seville. And
by this my patent I order those of my council,
the auditors of chamber, the alcaldes of my
court, and all the other tribunals of the said
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cities and séa-port towns of my kingdoms, not
to intermeddle in taking cognizance of, nor to
decide upon the aforesaid causes, and not to
disturb your jurisdiction either in your person,
or in your said officers, whom you may appoint
in your place, to take cognizance of the said
causes in the manner above expressed. And,
moreover, I order my high chancellor, notaries,
scriveners, and other officers whoever they may
be, who are in the commission of my seals, to
give, expedite, and seal for you my patents of
privilege in the strongest, most firm, and most
efficient manner, and with the greatest validity,
that may be necessary, according as' they were
given to the other admirals your predecessors,
or to any one of them, who enjoyed them the
most completely. And none of you do any
thing against this, in any way whatsoever, un-
der pain of my displeasure. Respecting which
I ordain that this my patent be given, signed
with my name, and sealed with my privy-seal.
Given in the city of Toro, on the fourth day of
the month of ‘April, in the year of the nativity
of Our Lord Jesus Christ one thousand four
hundred and five.

I, John Nugnes, Chencellor of the King, have
caused this to be written by his command.

I e Kine. Registered.
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. And now the abovesaid Don Alphonso En-
riques, my uncle, and my High Admiral of the
Sea, has supplicated me, through special grace,
to confirm to him the said patent of the said
King, my father and my lord, whom God par-
don, and the favours contained in it; and to
command that they should .be maintained to
him, and put into execution in all, and through
all, according as is contained in the aforesaid
patent, commanding that this my patent of pri-
vilege be given to him written on parchment of
skin, and sealed with my seal of lead hanging
to it, in order that he may the better and more
completely be able to enjoy, and may enjoy the
said office of Admiral, and the said favours con-
tained in the said patent of the said King my
father; and moreover that you may cause all
the revenues and rights to he accounted to
him, and that there should be maintained to
him, and that he may enjoy all the jurisdiction,
franchises, privileges, and liberties that belong
to him, and ought to belong in whatsoever
manner by right of the said Admiralty, accord-
ing as in the best and most complete manner
my other admirals his predecessors, and any
one of them, enjoyed them, which in the said
patent of the said Lord the King, my father and
my lord, are contained. And I the abovesaid
King, Don John, to.confer a kindness and
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favour upon the aforesaid Don Alphonso En-
riques, my uncle, and my High Admiral of the
Sea, was pleased therewith, and I confirm to
him the said patent of the said King, my father,
and the favours contained in it; and I command
that they shall have force, and be preserved in
all and through all, well and completely, ac-
cording as is contained in the said patent.
And by this my privilege, and by the copy of
it signed by a public scrivener, drawn up under
the authority of a judge, or of an alcalde, I
command all prelates, masters, priors of orders,
counts and rich men, knights and companions,
chancellors, esquires, and those of my council;
and the auditors of my chamber, alcaldes, and
bailiffs of my court; and all the counsellors,
alcaldes, bailiffs, corporals, adjutants, provosts,
commandants of castles, of strong and open
places, and other magistrates and officers and
apportellados of any kind whatsoever of the most
noble city of Seville, and of all the other cities,
towns, and places of our kingdoms and domi-
rions, and the sea-captains and masters, boat-
swains, bargemen, masters of ships and galleys,
and my intendants of the fleet, and sailors and
merchants, and all seafaring men, and men on
rivers, and fishermen and boatmen who navi-
gate the seas and rivers, and all others who go
upon my fleet, and from it, in any manner what-
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soever, of in vessels of any kind soever, that may
go henceforward, of whatever state or condition
they may be, that you may have, and.they
may have, that you receive, and they receive
the said Alphonso Enriques, my uncle, as my
High Admiral of the Sea in all the parts of my
aforesaid kingdoms and dominions, that you
concur with him in the said office of the gbove-
mentioned Admiralty, and of the civil and cri-
minal jurisdiction, and that you appear upon
his citations . . . . and of those whom he may
appoint in his stedd, according as: they acted,
and you acted, in the best and most complete
way, with the aforesaid admirals, who existed
at the time of the Kings, from whom I descend,
or with any one of them, and likewise in the
said patent of the said King, my father and my
lord, whom God hold in his glory; and that
you account and cause to be accounted to him
for all the revennes and rights, which appertain
and ought to appertain in any manner what-
soever, and by any right soever, to the aforesaid
office of Admiralty; and that also you obey
him, and thus execute his commands, as of my
High Admiral of the Sea, and as you would do
for my own body, and for my royal person.
And likewise it appears right to me, and I
command that if any person or persons of the
sea, or rivers, above-mentioned, should do any
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thing.on sea, in the river or without, fp(,,sy)ug};,
it mxght be necessary to prosecute or pumsh
hlm, or them, and if they were dlsobed4ent 1o,

e said Don’ Ahphonso Ennqu?s, my - unclcp,”
or to the officers appointed by.him on seg, iR,
the tiver, or upon land, that the. sand Admiral,
be empowered to execute, or commapd to he
executed, and execute justige” upon hnn and(,
upon them, and’ mﬂmt upon | them, or comma,nq
to be inflicted, on the spot, the punishment, qr,

* punishrents, which, they have . dese;'ved 18C- ¢
cordmg to right. Apd it pleases me that all
the gains that my said High Admiral may havq, .
or may make upon the said fleet, or upon sga,,
that I have two parts.of them, and the said
Admiral the third part, he going in person upon,_
the said fleet, although thé said fleet, or ﬁart.
of it, should. go away by his commands -or
without his orders; and, moredver, that, all tbq
gallies, that shall be ‘equipped by my ord¢rs1t3 .
makegams two pa.rts of the gains, gmay
bé made. shall be, mine; and the, third part
shall belong to the sald Admlral 1 ,Judge it
nghf plso and cop;ma.nd, that all galhps, sths,I
ga]leots vessels, and othe; fonsts whatever tbe
may be that may be armed for other pa;"t# of
fatp to aveaﬁ,&h pax;t' of su sncgh,l
part f am go enjoy t\yo ,parts and, the Atpmml .
is to have the 1t »I tgl asés\me likewise

Cepabii e Y i 1o
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that whenever my said Admiral fits out a vessel
by my command, he may be able to take, and
may take, four men accused of any crime, for
which theyare to be condemned to death, among
the prisoners, that may be found, or may be
brought into the said city of Seville, or in any "
other port of my kingdoms and dorhinions, on
hire, or to be hired, that my said Admiral may
charge upon him, or upon them, the third part
for himself of the wages for which they are
hired or may be hired. Moreover, it-pleases
me that my said Admiral*have my said Admi-
ralty. .. .. both civil and criminal jurisdiction,
well and completely, in all the ports and places
of all my kingdoms and dominions, that are
sea-ports, like the said city of Seville, with all
the powers and rights which belong, or ought
to belong in any manner whatsoever, to the
aforesaid office of the Admiralty. And, more-
over, that he as well as those whom he may
appoint in his stead, may have, may be able to
exercise, and may exercise the said civil and
criminal jurisdiction in whatsoever manner, in
all the said sea-ports, and in the cities and re-
spective places, as well in granting letters of
marque, as in deciding upon all suits, which
may happen in the said sea and in the rivers,
as in the said ports and towns, and their re-
spective places as far as the salt-water enters,
c
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br vessels navighte ;. and.that the said \Admixhl

may, appoint .his alcaldes, bailiffs; seziveners,
and officers .in all the cities. and plages of my
kingdoms.and dominians, that gre sea~pozts; im
order that they may take .cognizance of aad
decide upon .all criminal and civil suits, that
may happen upon. the sea, of in the rivers inte
which the flux snd reflux: penetrates, according
s, and.in. that best and mest complete manper.in
which the other Admirals, or any oue of them;
~ eatablished .them in the .said cify of Sewille; -
And T .command, the above-mentioned.of my
pouneil, the amditors:of my.chamber, the ale
caldes of my said eounts, aud all ather magis-
trates of the mid towms and places.of the said
sea+ports of .my abovesaid kingdoms, not te
intermeddle in taking cognizance:of; or in des
ciding upon:the said suits; on in: troubling, and
let ghieh. not trouble my: said-1 Admiral, or. hig
said officars whom he appointa. in-his. place te
take cognizgnce of the saidisuits in the :mannes
above indicated, in the aforesaid civil and .oriq
minal jurisdiction, or in:any: part whatsoeven of
it .And 1 firmly prohibit- sny one, and lét ne
ons. be.so hold as to proceed, or-excoed agniusk
the said pateas'of the said King, my father and.
my lord,. whom God pardon, iar against -the
favours,: framchises; and. liberties contained. im
thefi, and in/ this my privilege; or:agninst any.
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part of therh ; now or' henceforward to violate
them, or diminish any, or any one .of thein.
And whosoever, or whoever they niay be, who
- act to the contrary, or against him, or without
him proceed; or éxceed, will incer my anger,
and pay tome in pumidhiment, for every time
they proceed or exceed against him, two thou-
sand pistoles of -Caktile, of pure gold, and of
exact weight; and 10 nry sai¢ High-Admiral, or
to whomsoever may have his procurstion, the
doublé of all the damages and losses, that he
may tmdergo by it; and fer him I-shell proeeed
aguinst their persons 'and. pgroperties. And I
eommund the said magistrates-and each one of
you in yéur places and jurisdictions, that froim
the property of him, or of those who should
- proceed, orexceed) erendeavour to proeéed of
émeeod, ngeinst it or- agaihst a part of if, you
take ‘as a puhishment of what has been imdis
catedl; two thousand pistoles from every ome
for each tinte; ‘and preserve them ‘to be em:
ployed according to my pleasure. :And moré-
over, that you cosrpeasate and caunsde to be com-
pensated my said High Admiral, of whodoever
ioeybave tis procuration, to-Gouble the-amount
of all the aforesaid losses and damuges, which
mby &ccrue to him by the reason indicated, as
Ms'been said. And nloteovet, by whomsoevery
orwhosoewer they ‘may ibe, who: megledt fvos
c2
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to perform and to act, I command thié¢ persoh
wha shall present this. my privilege, or a copy
of it, signed as abovesaid, to cite you to‘appeat
before my presencé, wherever I may be, you
aforesaid counsellors, through the' medium- of
your procurators, and bailiffs, and one or twoof
the officers of every city or town, where it may
happen, personally, with the procuration of the
other officers your companions within the fol
lowing fifteen days after the day of citation,
under the penalty above expressed, to 'show
cause for what reason you did nét execute my
command. And I command, under' the saitd
penalty, every public scrivener whatsoever, ap-

plied to for such purpose, to give to him; who

may show it, a certificate signéd with Lis signet,

' in order that he may know Kow my order is to

be fulfilled. And I command upon ‘this that
there be. given to the said: Don Alphonso B~
riques, my uncle, ahd my High Admiral of the
Ses, this my prmlege writtén oh parchinent-of
skin folded up in thé form of a roll, ¥nd ‘séaléd
with my seal of lead attached to it Wwith threads
of silk. Given in the fown of Valladblid, on
the sexenteenth day of ‘August, in the yehr of

" the nativity of 6ur Lord Jesus "Christ’ one

thonsand " four hundred and “sixteen. ‘T -the

"abovesaid King; Don John, re:gmng, ‘togfether

with the Queen Donna Catherina, my Mothex
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and Lady, .and my Guardian, Regent of my
kingdoms, and with the Infanta, my Sister, in
Castile, Leon, Toledo, Galicia, Seville, Cor-
dova, Murcia, Jahen, Baeza, Badajos, Algarve,
Algesira, Biscay, and Molina,—grant this pn-
vilege and confirm it.

The Infant Don John, cousin of our said
Lord the King, and his High Steward, con-'
firms it.

Don Henry, his brother, cousin of our said
Anrd the King, Master of Sa.mt Jago, confirms it.

The. Infant Don Peter, his brother, cousin
.of our said Lord the King, confirms it.

. Don Lewis de Gusman, Master of the order
of the Knights of Calatrava, confirms it.

. Don Peter, Lord of Mante A.legre, Vassa] of
the King, confirms it.

. Don Lewis de la Cerda, Count of Medmaceh
Vassal of the King, confirms it.

-+ Don Panl, Bishop of Burgos, High Chan-
: cellqr Qf the King, confirms it,

- Don Lope de Mendoza, Archbisliop of Saint
.Iagq, confirms it.

« . Men Joby, Bishop of Segovia, confirms it.

i . Dgn Diego, Bishop, of Cuenza, confirms it.
Don Ggnzalo de Zunjgs, Blshop of Pla.cencia,

. goqﬁrms it. )

., 1. Dop Diego Gomes, de Sandova]. Hngh P}%

. B5vof, Mu;c;q. cppﬁrp:s 1;., .

rx
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- Ban John Ramires-de Arellano, Lord of Loe
Cameros, Vassal of the King, confirms it.

Don Garcia Fernandes Mauriques, Lord of
-Aguilar, Vassal of the King, confirms- it.

. Ignatins Lopes de Mendoza, Lord de la Vega,.
Vassal of the King, confirms it.

- 1, John Firns de Placencia, Scrivener of our
s3id Lord the King, have cansed it to be written
by his command, in the tenth year of the reug'n
df our said Lerd the King.

-Rernandus, Backalaureus in Legibus, Alfouso,

: - Registered.

. And now the said Don Alphonso Eariques,
High Admiral of the Sea, hus tequested of me
as a favour, to confirm to Mm the said privilege
of favour herein contained, and to command that
it be preserved to him im all peints, well and
completely, according to what is contained fn it.
And 1, the above-mentioned King Don John,
to confer a favour and grace upon the said Don
Alphonso Enviques, my uncle and my High
Admiral of the Sea; and having respect to the
merit he enjoys with me for the many, géod,
and special sexvices, which he rendered to the
King Don John my -grandfather, and to the
King Don Henry my father and my lord, whont
@od keep in his grace, and which he renders to
me every day, I have resolved to comply with
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-hisrequest. And therefore, of my own accerd,
and certain knowledge, it is.my will and ples-
Sure-to: confirm, and :1. do confirm to him the
said privilege, and all the -favouts contained in
it; and now I:give it to him afresh, in the
whole, according to, and in the manner as is
contained in:the ssid privilege, and that he may
be.able to exercise, and may exercise the said
effice of Admjralty with all the justice and juris+
diction, high and low;.¢ivil and, ariminal, pure
and .mixed. dominion; :and awith all the other
things, and.each one of them contained in the
said patent of privilege hereto annexed above.
And he may avail himself of it, and of every
thing in it, and those whem he shall appoint.in
his place,.as well in my.court and chancery,
house, apd precinats, as without.  And he may
be-ahle to perform., and may perfotm, and those
whoib. he ghall.appoint in his stead, all the other
thiogs, and each one of them, contained in the
above referred: patents of privilege. Which I
aow give and grant, with free.and sound judg-
went, power. and perfect -authority, aecarding
as I-possess it. ' And I firmly forbid, by this my
phtent of privilege, or by a .copy of it signed
by a publie scriyener, extracted under the aw
thority of 'a judge or.of an-glealde; that from
aow hienceforth, no person or persons be 8o hold
s to-procesd o exceed against the: sgid privir
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lege, or against any part.of it, in order ta wign
late it, or diminish it in any thing that is-comr
tained in jt; that whosoever, .on .whatsoewar.
they may be that do sq, ar proceed or exceed:
against it or part.of it, will incur my .anges,
and moreaver pay to me the penalties contained,
in the aforesaid patent of privilege abeye re-.
lated ; and to the said Don Alphonse Eariques,
my uncle and my High Admiral, or to bim
who may have the mandate. for it, all the
damages and losses he may experience from it
And the same is to pay ten thousand maravedis
to the chamber of the abovesaid Don Alphonse
, Ennques, my uncle and my Admiral; to which,
said penplty of ten thoysand maravedis, I den
clare, and it is my pleasure, and will, shall he'
subjected by the very fact itself, whoever acts, -
or attempts to act against the contents of this
my patent, or against any thing, or part of.it; .
becaise I confer the grant of it:upon the. afare-
aul Don Alphonso Enrigues, my uncle amd
my High Admiral, ar to whomaoever he shall
cluse, and judge fit. And in respegt to that I
coq:mand all the aforesaid prelates, masters of
the orders, knights and ompanians, dukes,
couqts barqos, and those of my council, audi-
ton;s‘ Pf py cl,amber. alcaldes, notaries,. bailiffs, .
m‘a.glsifates, and other, qfficers of my court and
cha.ncgry, a.t}d of my; house iand pregincts, my
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pfefects, chief corporals, khighits, esquires, and
all my counsellors, governors, alcaldes, bailiffs,
dorporals, adjutants, provosts, and other ]us-
tices, and officers of every kind of the most
noble city of Seville, and of all the cities, towns
~ and places of my kingdoms and dominions, sea-
captains-and my intendant of the fleet, masters
aid boatswains of my gallies; and masters,
mariners, merchants, and every other persan
traversing or ndvigating the sea, and all other
persons of whatever state, condition, pre-emi-
nence or dignity, who shall sce this my patent_
of privilege, or the copy of it, as has been said,, ”
to observe, execute, and cause to be observed
and executed in favour of the said Don Alphonso
Boriques, my uncle, and wy High Admiral of
the Sea, ot of whomsoever may act for him, the
abovesaid - privilege, and all the favours con-
taired in'it, well in all points, and con;pletély,
aceording to, and in the manner contained in it;
aad not to proceed nor exceed, and not to allow
others to pmceed or exceed against it, or any
part of it, in no time and on no dccount, under
the penalty of my dlspleasure, and under the
penelty contained 'in the patent of prmlege
already nserted above, against each one thus o
neglecting to act and proceed. And'I com-
mund the high chancellor of my privy seal; and
those of my council, and the auditors of my
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chamber, the aléaldes, messengers, apd clef
treasurers, my officers amd: scriveners, who:are
emplayed in the office of my seals, that i rwith
respect to all the things above-mentioned, or:tc -
whosoever, ‘or whatsoever ‘they may be, my
said admiral, or those -acting. in his stead, de~
mand of them any whatsobver -of my.patents
and . privileges, folded up:undér:the form of's
roll,.or any others that may be, they be given;
 remitted, expedited, and sealed i the strongest,
miost available and complete form that is possi-
ble, or that: shall be necessary, respecting all
that has been said, and for each one thing and
part of it, and. for. its execution; and- act'not,
ner lst them act against the terior of this ;privi-
lege, :under -the . said 'penalty; and moreoven,
whosoever, or whatsoever of you-or of them
faileth in - performing or executing this, I coms
mand the man who shail. show you this mype-
tent of privilege,.or the copy of it, sighed ashas
been said, to cite you'to appear before my pre-
sence in my court, that is, counsellérs through
the medium of yoursolicitors; oficers and other
individual persons, personally, within the firdt
fifteen following. days after the day of citation,
each ‘one to declave the reason, why you did
not ‘execute my command; and dvery publie
" serivendr whatsoever, who may be required to
write, to give to the man who shall. show: it .te
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you, a certificate. signed with his signet; in
exder that I may know how my command is
cxecuted. Wherefore I order the patent and
present privilege writter on parchment of skin,
signed with my name, folded up in the form of
a roll, and sealed with my seal of lea suspended
with threads of silk, ‘to be given to the: said
admiral my.uncle. Given in the city of Sego-~
via, on the sixth day of June, in the year of the
nativity of aer Savioer Jesus Christ one thou-
- Cae ‘I toE Kive,
b L . . B .
. I the abovesaid King, Don John, reigning, to-
gether with the Queen Donna Maria my spouse,
and with the Infanta. Domna .Catherina my
sister, in Castile, Leon, Galicia, Toledo, Seville,
Cordova, .Murcin, Jahen, Baeza, Badajos, Al-
garve, Algesire, Biscay and Molina,. grant and
eonfirm this privilege. The Infant Don John;
eousin of our. said Lord the King, Infant of
Armagon, Muster of St. Jago, confirms it.
The Infant Don Peter, cousin of .our said Leord
thet King, confirms it. Don Alphonso -Ea-
riguses, uncle of the King, High Admiral of the
8ea, confirms it. Don Ruy Lopes de Avales,
-Oonstable of Castile, Chief Prefect of Murcia,
ootifirms it. Don Lewis de Gusman, Master of
the: Order of the Knights of Calatrava, confirms
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it. Don Lewis de*la 'Cerda,~Coiint of Médis
tiuceli, Vassal of the King, confirns it. “Don
Peter, Lord of Monte Alegre, Vussal of ‘the
King, confimis it. Don Lope de Mendoza,
‘Archbishop of Saint Jago, Head Chapliin, con-
firms it. Don Rodrigo dé Velaseo, Bishop of
Placencia, confirms it. . Don Alphonsus; Bishop
of Siguenza, confirms-it. - Don Jolin, Bishop of
Segovia, confirms ‘it. Don'Jéhw, Bisthop of
Avifa, confirms it. Don "Alvare, - Bishop -of
Cuenza, confirms it. - Don' Pernando, ‘Bishop
of Cotdova, confirms it. Don Gire Gomes,
‘Administrator of the Church of Palenzia, High
ChariceHor of the'Queén of Castile,; comfirms it.
‘Don Rodrigo; Bishop of JFalien, confirms: .
'And I, John Pernandes de Guadalpjara caused it
‘to be writtent out' by the commund: of the King
otir Lord. Fernandus, Bachalaurensin Legibus.
Registered. Whith-said patént of privilegeof
“the siid Lord the King, presented and read:in
‘the manner that has:been related, the vdid Goh-
zalo Feérnandes, in the name of the: afordseid
"Lord Admiral, declared to the abovesaid sudi-
“tots, that the said Lotd Aduirel intenditig, agd
&emg obliged, i to’ dispiteh - the said-patsut of
pﬁ\hlegé,'dhd prédent it in sothe pladesi wheve
‘it wiis'néceskary for the setvice of the said-Lord
the King; atd for theé eommon wedkre -of his
Diingddms snd deminions, 'awd lof-his subjebts
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tad ' natives.of them, and fer the care ard, con-
rorvation of the said Admiralty,. and of the said
Admiral; and that.it was feaved the said pateng
of privilege might. be loat or damaged,.as well
by. thaftas by fire ar water, ar by other cause,
fortuitons chance; or hy amy otbex danger that
mighti happen, whenece would srise disseryiep
o ithe faid Lord the King, and an incregsed.de-
triment. 10 thesaid Lord Admiral; wherefore he
ideclared: ithat he - did, demand, and demgnded
foom :the said auditoss in the moat. perfect many
nex, aixd form thet could be,.and was dug by
Aightt, that, ia right of their office, they shou)d
order aad pesmit up. the. ahoyesaid soriveners,
Joba Nugnes and Peter .Geaycia, :both of s
‘ubstedly. as. publie. persous,. tp. draw.out, and
-cause to ' be. drewn. out, from the sxid, patept
and original privilege of the isaid Lord the King,
'one, two, Ox.more;eopies, as many as might he
-agrecable, or might. be ngcessary, tothe said
dadd-Admiral .Don, Fadrique, and deliver tham
! 40-him signed by:aach.one of us unitedly, s0.as
oo anghensicate; collated. with. the-said. oniginpl
hpatent :of .privileges. and 1that. such. copy..or
.capigasofy, the aaid 1patént. of . privilege of the
ropid Lord the King,. thus sigeed. with. anr, aig-
hogtsyu be givém by ms.ta the sajd. Lord Adwmiral,
-idr %o whomsoevar. for him -aught. to recgivejt.
18adiin order,thit: thax, might be, more frn aed
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vadid, he retyaestidsthe sid: anditors to.give and
interpose inthat, and for that, their decreeand
sathority, thdt sueh copy or copies; wifich we
uforesaid scriveners might give ofit, signed as
has been mid, might avail uml - authentioate;
wherever they might be presented, in.w -court
of justice and :without, as the-ssid original pas
tent of privilege, hwreinsbove contained; would
axail and awthdaticate, on its:being prasented:
Axid immediately the said auditors; #aving con-
sidesed the said petition, had the sxid originad
pdtent. of privilege brought to them, and reuds;
consitdered and éxaminediit; and havingat pres
sent- found it neither torn; brokes, ocmmceliedy
mor interpolated; norin dny:ether part deubt-
ful, or such a8 could exc¢ite any suspicion;but,
on the contrary, free:fromu everydeféct;: thepes
fore, havitg -considered ail tliese- things, they
decldared: that they did -ordam, aml orddined)
and; gave licence to us aforesdid, ‘FohniNagnes
de Leon and Peter.Garcia de.Madrigal, publie
scriveners, that both of . we urmitedly, - as puablic:
persons, ishould: draw éut, 'and -cause to- be
drawn out; from the said ariginsd patént of prisi
vilege:of ithe: said Lord the Kidgy ohe; two; oy
mose copies, as mary.as might swit, loy be nes:
cessary for, the.afordsaid Lerd Adbrisal, and %o
give them to him, migned with:-ous signets,;sools
lated with the said originatipasent:of-priwilege;
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8o as.to-anthénticate; aml in favoupof elie.copy
or.copies ‘wiiich .we might give of it {o:the said
Liord Admixal, as. is said, the abosdesad. awdis
tors declared . that they. did: interpose, -and s
terposed . their mhmty and. dedtee, thus aitd
inasinuch, dnd dri the bestinlanner and fortn;
as they could and bught in tight, in order thaa
such copy. o copies which we should thus: gine
of it, signed. by ‘us, should : aveil and awthenfia
cate, wherever they might be presented, i &
tourt of justice and withous; tlivs, ‘and m suck
pianner, and:as:completely, as the.sqid otigineg
patent of privilege of the.:sxid Liord- the King
would avail and authenti¢ate, should it-be prés
sented, Witneises whowere present at-all the
things afore-expressed. -the .icentiate ' Johin
Liopes de Miranda, and: the backelors ... . . .«
alcaldes of (the gentry; and.Lewis Rodvigties)
gnd Fermando Mancheos; and- Alphonsbxlldpeé
de Seville, and Lewis G’s de Cordova, scnve-
ners .of our saidLond the King. :And .
afterwards the said Genzalo Femandes, in Jthe
name of the said Lord Admiral, demanded-of us,
the .aforesaid seriveners,.-to ‘give ta himy this
eopy.of the said ofiginal patent-of privilege of
the. said Lord the King, with the anneuneed
authority and dedree; for the security and. con<
sdrvation.of the-sald Admiral, and of the cduses
~ above<mentioned; - which was dons and del-
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vered before the-above-written Wwitiiesses bn tie
day, month and year abovesaid. And we, Johs
Nugnes de Leon and Peter Gareia de Madrigal;
abovesaid, scriveners, in compliance with the
said licence, and with the orderissued to us, and
given by the said auditors who interposed the
said -authority and décree, have caused to' be
wiitten and extracted, anid we extract, this copy
of the said original patent of privilege of oursaid
Lond the King, both of us-unitedly, and have
collsted it word for word with the said origined
patent of privilege, in the presence of the wit-
nesses here undetwritten, who were present-at
the said collation, and saw'and heard ¢hé said
copy read and -collated with the aforesaid ori-
ginal patent of privilege; whieh witnesses, who
were present and sesxmoned te the aid collat
tien, are those that follow: Francisco Nugnesde
Villa Anpando, sérivener of the said chamber;
and Andrew de Valladolid dnd Fervindo dé
Medina, son of JohndeMedma,elerks!oithe
said John-Nugnes de Leon. '

Amnd I, the aboveshid John de Leon, serivener
and notiry public aforesaid, to all fiat has -beet
said- till now, was prederit with the sdaid Peter
Gareia de Madrigel, scrivener, before thé said
auditors, together with the said ‘witnesses, whe
wers present there, and’ by the-said commeand
and licence of the said auditors, together with
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e -oaid: Petar Garaie, -scrivener,: have. chabd
$o be writhen and exiracted. this:cepy of the
spid patmt of privilege of our.seid Lowd. the
King, by the .autherity ahovesaid, on::thres
sheets and a half of paxehment:of skin, besides
this, in which there mudat be my signature, and
3t the bottom of every page I .have plaged my
pame; and I-have cellated this gopy with the
said -original patent of privilege.of. our snid Lord
the King, comjointly with the said Peter.Gdreid,
sexivenet, in presemece -of.the witnesses mome
tioned.in this writing, who were presént:at the
said collation.. .And therefore, in testimony of
the.truth;. L -have inserted .here my. aignatune;
which is:. Jehn Nugnss. .And .1 the abovesaid
Pater.Garcid.de: Madrigal, sorivener and .notary
public aforesaid, was present gt all that is writs
ten above, with. the afore-named John Nugmes
de Leon, scrivener,. before- the . said .auditord,
qenjointly: with the. said: witnesses, . who were
tnere poeneat, and i vistwe. of 1the said: ¢ont+
mand and licence of the said anditots, tegether
with, the agid :Jobn Nnugmss,. .scrivendr;..dmve
cauded to e mritten and..exiaacted, this. copy
of theisaid patent of \privilage of owr,aaid- Lopd
the. King, with the, said authorily, .on.ithes
three sheats and a balf of .psrchment of shin,
besidea this. piecs, in which thare. must beimy
signetyre, and at. the bottam of each ipage

D



34 DOCUMENT 1.

I have placéd my. name; and I-have collated
this copy with the abovesaid ariginal patent of
privilege of our said Lord the King, conjointly
with the: said Johm Nugnes, scrivener, in pre-
sence of the witnesses registered in this writiag,
whe were present at “the: said collation; and:
this copy was collated with the said original
writing, from whence it wasextra¢ted beforethe
witnebies who had beem present: om Friday,
the thisteenth of the manth of Novemher, in the
yearof the nativity of our Saviour Jésus Christ,
oie ‘thowsand four bundred. and - eighty-nins.
Witnesses who were present at the reading and
collation of the abbvesid copy eixtracted frem
thesaid writing: Alphonsus de Valle and Disjro
de Mesa, alcaldes; and: Nugno! de .Mendoss,
Fermazido de’ Esguivel and Johh de: Mentarios;
sexveners of the King our Lord, and others.
And I, Gonzalo Gavcia de Villa, mayor; scei
vener -of our Lord the King, and- his.notary
public in his court, and.inall his kingdoms-anid
doiminions, wds preseat,. together with: thé said
witdesses, to eollate the said- copy with the
said wiiking, from which i¢ was:drawn; which I
have cansed to be written: in- testimonly of
which I have mdde my signdture in this:placd.
" Gonzavo Garcia, Scrivenér of the Kng.
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In the name of the Holy Trinity and eternal
Unity, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, three
persoms really distinct in one divine essence,
which lives and reigns for ever, without end;
and of the blessed and glorious Virgin Holy
Maxy our Lady, His Mother, whom we hold
aa our Lady and Advocate in all our works;
ard to the honour and reverence of Her, and of
the blessed Apostle St. James, the light and
mimcar of Spain, the pratector and guide of the
Kings of Castile and of Leon; and likewise
to the: honour and reverence of. all the other
Saints of the Celestial Court. As man, what-
ever knowledge ha may have of the world, can-
not perfectly know, aecording to nature, what
Grad. is, he moay know Him by seeing and.con-
templating His wonderful works, and the deeds
which He performed, and performs daily; for
all things are made by His power, governed by
His wisdam, and preserved by His goodness;
and thus man may umderstand that God is the
beginning, middle and exid of all things, and
that all is centered in Him; and that He pre-
serves every thing in the state in which He
placed it} and that all things stand in need of
D2
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Him, and He of nothing ; and He can command
them whenever He pleases, according to His
will; and no mutation or change whatsoever
can happen to Him: He is called King above
all Kings, because from Him they receive their
name, and they reign through Him, and He
governs and preserves them; each of whom, in
his own kingdom, is the vicar placed by God
over the people to maintain them in justice and
ib virtue, temporally. All this is fully demon-’
strated in two ways: one spiritual, as demon-
strated by the prophets and saints, upon whom
our Saviour conferred the grace 6f knowing all
tHings infallibly, and making them to be under-
stood ; the other natural, as wise men demon-
strated it, who understood things from mature.
Wherefore the saints declared that Kings were
established upon earth in the place of God, to
exercise justice and give to every one his right:
on that account they called them the heart and
soul of the people; for as the soul resides in
the -heart of man, and.the body lives and is
maintained by it, so justice resides in the King,
who is the life and preservation of the people
of his domimons; and as there is but one heart,
through which all the other members receive
unity, and form one body, in like manner all
persons in the kingdom, although numerous,
are but one, because the King must be, and is,
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ong, and . through-him all have to be one with
him, to follow and assist him in the things he
has to perform. Then the philosophers natu-
rally declared, that Kings are the head of-the
kingdom; for, as the sentiments, by which all
the members of the body are directed, spring
from the head, in like manner, by the orders
which proceed from the King, who is Lord
and Head of all persons of his kingdom, they
must be ordained and governed, and him it
behoves them to obey. And so great is the
power of Kings, that all laws and rights are
held under their power; deriving this not from
men, but from God, whose place they supply
in temporal affairs. .Among other things, it is
the particular duty of the King to love, honour
‘and defend his people; and among them he
ought expressly to shew respect, and honour,
to those who merit it by the services which
they may have rendered to him: and therefore
the King or the Prince, among the other powers
which he possesses, not only can, but ought
to confer 'favours upon those, who deserve
them, by having rendered a service to him, or
for the good qualities they may possess. And
as among the other virtues peculiar to Kings,
according to the saying of philosophers, justice
is that which is the support and truth of things,
‘by which the world is better and more directly
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governed ; and is likewise, as it wére, a foun-
tain from which all rights flow; and is always
maintained in the minds of just men, and never
fails; it gives and distributes his right equally
to all; it comprehends in itself all the principal
virtues; great utility springs from it, since it
causes every one to live prudently and peace-
ably according to his condition, without fault
and without error ; the good through it become
better, receiving a reward for the good actions
they perform; and the others are directed and
amended. Which justice contains in itself two
principal parts; the one is commutative be-
tween man and man; the other distributive, in
which consist the rewards and remunerations
for the good and virtuous actions and services
which men render to Kings and Princes, or to
the public weal of their kingdoms. And there-
fore, according to the dictum of the laws, the
conferring of reward on those who serve well
and faithfully, is what much becomes all men,
-and more especially Kings, Princes and great
Lords, who have the power of doing it; and it
‘is their peculiar duty to honour and elevate
‘those who serve them well and faithfully, and
whose virtues and services deserve it. In re-
warding good actions, Kings who do so, shew
themselves to be discerners of virtue, and also
to be just, because justice does not comsist
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alone in the .exemplary punishment of . the
wicked, but also. in rewarding. the good. And
moreover another very great utidity springs
from it, because it gives a stimulus to the good
to become more virtuous, and to the wicked to
ameqd themselves. .-And as among the other
rewards and remunerations, which Kings can
confer upon those who serve them well and
faithfully, they possess that of hononring and
elevating them among the athers of their race;
and emnbbling, decorating ahd. honouring them;
and .conferring upon. them many other kind-
paesses, graces and favours; therefore, considers
ing and reflecting upon all that has been said
abave, it is our pleasure that by this letter of
privilege, or by 2 copy of it signed by a publie
scrivener, allwho are now living, and hencefor-
ward live, be made to know that We, Don Fer-
dinand and Donna Isabella, by the grace of
God, King and Queen . of Castile, Leon, Arra~
gon, Bicily, S8ardinia, Cordova, Cozsica, Mur-
cia, Jahen, the Algarves, Algesira, Gibraltar
and- the Canary Islands, Count and Countess
of Barcelona, Lords of Biscay and Molina,
Dukes of Athens and Neopatria, Counts of
Roussillon and Cerdan, Marquises of Oristan
and .Goziano, have seen certain covenants signed
with our names, and sealed with our seal, as
follow: ..
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i(Fpx thimgs. prayed for, .and which your
Highnesses give and grant to Don Ghristopher
Columbus, .to reward him in some manner for
what he has discovered in the ocean, and for
the: voyage which now, with the assistance of
God, he is -about to undertake to those parts
for the sexvice of your thusaa, are the fol-
lowing: .

First, that your nghneuu, as lords of the

said.ocean, may appoint from this moment the
said Don Christopher Columbus, to be your
admiral in all the islands and continents, which
thvough his Jabour and industry shall be disco-~
vezdd; or acquired in the said ocean, during his
petwral Jifs ;. and after his death, his heirs.and
successors one after the other perpetuslly, with
all the pre-eminences and. prerogatives, which
belong to the said office, in the same manner as
Don Alphonso- Enriques, your High Admirel
of Cantile, and the other .predecessors in the
said office enjoyed them.in their own distrigts.

- It:so pleases their Highnesses.

Coa Jony pr:CosoMa.
‘wn: like manner, that.your Highnenes DAY
appoint the said Don Christophexr Columbus to
be your vieeroy and ‘governor-general: over all
the said 'islands and continents, which he, as
has been said, shall discover, or shall acquire
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in the aforesaid-seas ;. and -that for:the govein-
ment of each one, amd any of them, he map
mdke choice of three persons for every -office ;
of whom your Highnestes shall take and elect
one, who shall ‘be niost agrecable to you; -and
thus the lands, which our Lord will permit us
to discover and-acquire for the service of your

Highnesses, will be better governed. :

It:s0 pleases their Highnesses. - -
Jmm DE OQLOHAJ '
lwm, Mofaﬂ and wlnuuever merehm,
whether pewsis, precious stowmes, gold, silver,.
drags, and other things and merchandize what-
soever, of whatever kind, name, and mamapry
that' shall -be bought, exchanged, found, . and:
gained, or shall be within: the limits- of the said.
admiraity, your Highnesses from this moment
grant to the said Don Christopher, and will
that he have and take for'himself tise tensh part
of -them, all -expesses deducted that may have
been incurred- by it, so that of what shall re--
main free and net, he may have and take for.
himself the tenth part, and dispose of it accord-.
ing’ to-his pleastve, giving the ether nme-pu'l:s
to your Highnesses. - . : an
- I¢ so0 pleamthar lilghnum .o
Joan pE CoLoma.
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- Inlike .manner, that. if on:acecent of the.
merchandize which shall. be transported imto.
the aforesaid islands, and lands, which shall be
acquired, or discovered, as has been suid, or
which by other merchants during 'this time muy.
be transported from those parts to ours, there
should arise any dispute in the place where the
said traffic is held-and made, he requests. your
Highnesses, that if by the pre-eminenée of his
office. of ‘admirel, the cognizance of such cause
should belong to him, he or his substitute, and
no other jadge, may. take cognizance of such
causes; and thus mey decide from hemceforwani.
- It 80 pleases their Highnesses, if it -belongs
to'the said office of admiral, according as Admi-
ral! Don: Alphonso Enriques, and his other pre~
decessors enjoyed it in their districts, it being:
Just. Jonn pz2 Coroma.

:+ftem, that in all the vessels that shall be
equipped for the said traffic and trade, always,.
when, and whatever time .they are equipped,
the seid Don Christppher Columbus may;, if he
chuses, contribute and pay the -eighth part of
altrthat is spent in equipping them; .and that
he may take likewise the eighth part of the
profits, that may result from such equipment.

1t so pleases their Highnesses.
Joun pe CoLoMa.
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They ave granted, and expedited with the
amswers of their Highnesses, at the emd of each
article. In the town of -Santa Fe, in the plein
of Granada, the seventeenth day of April, in the
year of the nativity of our Saviour Jesus Christ
one thonsand: four hundred and nivety-two.

I rax Kine. I ™ae QUESN., .
By command of the'King and of the Queen,
Jonn e CoroMa.
Registered. Talcena.

" Now, wherees you the abovesaid Doa Chiie-
topher Columbus, our admiral of the ocean, and
our viceroy and.governot-of the continent and
islands, have ‘supplicatad, and requested us.as
a faveuz, thht, in order the better and ‘more
completely to -preserve the said patentrof fis
vour. for yousself, your children, and .descend-
ants, we should confirm and approve it to yeu,
and command the patent- of favour to bedeli-
vered to you, such being our pleasure; We,
reflecting upon the said - things, and upen the
many, gﬁod;‘ W, ﬁmmmw 880~
‘vicea, which:you the aboveseid Den Christepber
Golumbus, -our admirel, viceroy -and . governer
of the islands; and .continent-discovered,.and. t@
be diacovered, in-the.ocean.in the parts.of the
Indies, hewre- performed. for Us, and we .hope
you will porform, especially in discovering, and
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réduéing undéer our power and' dominion the
said islands and continent, especially as we
hope, with the assistance of God our Lord, that
it will redound much to His service, and our
honour, and to the welfare and advantage of our
kingdoms and dominions; and farther we trust
that, with the assistance of God, the Indian in-
habitants of the said islands will be converted
to our tioly catholic faith, it has appeared to Us
meet and proper; and by this our patent of
privilege, by a copy of it, signed as has been
said, 'of our own proper motion, and certain
knowledge, and royal absolute power, of which
in'this respect we will make use, and do make
use, ‘'we ratify and cohfirm from henceforward,
and for ever, to you the abovesaid Don Chris-
topher Columbus, and to your said’ children,’
gréndchildren and descendants from you, and
from them, and to your heirs, our abovesaid
patent incorporated above, and the favour con-
tained in it. And we will, and command, and
it-is our will and pleasure, that it may avail you; -
and be preserved ‘to you, to your children, and
‘déscendants, now, and henceforward, inviolably
for the present, and for ever, in all and through
all, well and completely, according, and in the
form and manner contained in it; and if it is’
nécessary, we now again confer upon you the
sdid favour. And we firmly forbid all and every
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person presuthing to act and proceed aguinst it,
or any part of it, or to violate or diminish it in
any time.or manner whatsoever. Respecting
this we commend the Prince Don John, our
most dearly beloved son, and the Infants, dukes,
prelates, marquises, counts, barons, masters of
orders, priors, commendatories and companions,
and those of our council, auditors of our cham-
ber, alcaldes, bailiffs, and other . ministers of
justice, whoever they.may be, of our palace,
-court, and chancery, and .alcaldes of castles,
-and of strong and open places, and all counsel-
lors, asgistants, governors, alcaldes, bailiffs, ad-
jutants, provosts, and other magistrates of all
‘the cities, towns and places of our kingdoms
and daminions, and each:one of them, to pre-
serve to you, and cause to be presesved, tivs
.our patent of privilege and confirmation, and
the patent of favour contained. in it, and not:to
proceed nor exceed .against the tenor and form
of it, nor permit others to proceed or exceed in
any time or in any manner whatsoever, under the
penalties contained in it. In respect of which
we ordain that this our patent of privilege and
confirmation be issued, writien on parchment
of skin, and signed with our names, and sealed
with our seal of lead, hanging by threads of
<coloured silk. Which we command our chan-
.cellor, high steward, notary, and other officess
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somphiyed inthe ofiee of our seils, to.seal, de-
liver, and give.cwrency to sl that is expressed
in.the: afovesaid conventionrs incorporated here
-ahwove,.and. coptaingd in this oux confirmation.
We will, and it i3 onr will and pleasure, that it
be ebeexved and ezeouted, according to the
contents; and thet mone of you.act, or let
agt otherwise in any manver under the. penalty
of our displensure, amd. of ten thousand s
to onr chamber to.be impased uypin amy one
acting contrarywise ¢ and; moreover, we com-
mangd the persop who shall show this our pa-
-temt, to: cite you to appesr. before our presemee
in aur court, wherexer we may be, within. the
anxs following fifteen days after the day of ci-
tation, umster the seid penalty. Under which
wo coammand every public .scsivener whatso-
awer, . whn may:be. called upon for that effees,
w.daliver te. the pesson, who shall presoat. it to
him, a. writing sigeed with his sigeatwre, in
arder that We may:know how. our command is
fulfiled. Giwen in. the -city of Burgos, the
twenty-third day.of the month of April, im the
year of . the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ one
themsand four hundred and ninety-seven.

F ree Kixe. I Tae Queex.

"I, Don .FM Alvares de Toledo, Secre-
tary of the King and of the Queen, our Lords,
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have camsed-this. to be waitten-by their- erdes,
Antenins Doetor.. R. g. da.. Pocter. Roderiexis
Doctar. Antonius ‘Doctor. Fernando Alvewes,
Jolm Valesquas: - And on the back of thedaid
patdnt of privilege there was writteh: wathout
Ghancery and without .fees, by command of
their Highuesses. '

DOCUMENT "HL

Jo¢ the name - of the Holy Trimity. And eternkd
Uwity, Father, Son, and Hely Ghost, three.pexy
sons really distinct, and ane. divine ¢ssence,
who: lives and reigns for ever without énd; and
of the:mast ‘Blessed Virgin, glorious: Holy Mary
our Lady, His Mother, whom we hold ai Lady
and Advoente im all ‘our undertakingw; aud: to
4he: honour- asid reverence of Hen aad of the
moat: Blessed: Apoetle St. James, light and
mimvor of the Spains, patron and guide of the
Kings of Castile and of Ldon; and likewise: to
the lionous and revepence of all the: other Saints
of the Cslestial Court: as mesm;, by whatever
knowledge he may have of the world, canmat,
aodording to mature, completely know whit
@od'is, but' may know Him by seeing aid oom-
tethplating * Bis weeadlers, and: ths: works: and
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deeds which He performed, and petforms every
day ; because all the works are the effect of His
power, and are governed by His wisdom, and
maintained by His goodness; and so man may
understand that God is the beginning, middle,
‘and end ‘of all things; and that they are:in~
cluded in Him, and He maintains each one in
that state in which he placed it in the order (of
the world), and all stand in need of Him, and
He of none, and He can change them whenever
it may be agreeable to His will ; and He cannot
be subjected to change, nor be changed in any
thing ; and he is called the King of Kings, be-
cause from Him they derive their name, and
reign through Him, and He governs.and pre-
serves them, who are vicars (each .one in his
‘own kingdom) placed by Him over the people
to maintain them temporally in justice and in
truth: which is fully demonstrated in two
ways; the one spiritual, according as the pro-
phets and saints demonstrated, upon whom our
Lord conferred the grace of understanding those
things certainly, and make them be understood
by others:. the other naturel,. as the philoso-
phers demonstrated, who understood those
things naturally: for the saints declared, that
the King is established upon earth in the place
of God to render justice, and give. to eévery one
his right; and. on this acceunt they called him
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the heart and soul of the people; and as thé
soul resides in the heart of man, and the body
lives and is preserved by it; so justice is esta-
blished in the King, which is the life and pre-
servation of the people of his dominions. And
as the heart is one, and through it all the other
members receive unity, so as to form one body,
in like manner all the inhabitants of the king-
dom, although many, are one; because the
King must be, and is one, and through him all
have to.be one with him, to follow and assist
him in the things he has to perform. Then
philosophers naturally declared that Kings are
the head of the kingdom ; for in the same man-
ner as sentiments spring from the head, which
command all the other members of the body, in
jike manner by the command which emenates
from the King, Jord and. head of all, the inha-
bitants of the kingdom must be directed and
governed, and they have to obey him. And
so great is the right of kingly power, that al
the laws and rights are in the power of Kings,
who acknowledge it not from men, but from
God, whose place they hold in temiporal affairs.
Among other things it especially behoves the
Kimg to:love, honour, and preserve his people;
and among these he must particularly distin-
guith and honour persons meritorious either by
services rendered to him, or on account of their
E
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béing endoweéd with 'goodness. -And wsj as-
cording to the saying of the wise, justice.is:one
of the virtues peculiar to Kings, which is-the’
support and truth of things; by which the
world is better and more justly -preserved:
being likewise a fountain, from whence etery
right is derived, and -remains - always -alive.in
the mind of just men; amd never fails giving
and distributing te each. one equally his right;
and embracing in itself all the principal virtues,
and very great utility arises from it ;:because-it
engages every person to live with prudence amd
in peace, according to his state, witliout. flinit
and without error ; the good beeoming ¢hrough
1t better, by receiving a reward for their deeds
rightly performed; and -the others correcting
themselves, and entering through -it.into- the
right road. Of which justicé there are two
principal parts; the ome is ‘comrutative ‘be-
twéen man and mea ; the othér is distributive;
which' carries with it the rewards and recom-
penses of the good and virtuous labours and
services, which individuals render to Kings aind
Princes, and:to the; commonweal of:their king-
doms. And as‘ the oonferring a reward upqn
those who serve well and faithfully is anl wetni-
bute, as the laws say, very :becemiag-to:-&ll
‘mankind, and more.espscially to Kings, Princes,
and great :lords, who have the..powér of -deihg

3
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it, and whose. proper office it is to-honour and.
elevate those who serve them well and faith-
fully, and who are worthy of it on account of
their virtues and services; and Kings, in con-
ferring rewards upon worthy actions, show by
that their acknowledgment of virtue and love
of justice, for justice consists not only in giving
an example of punishment as a terror to the
wicked, but likewise in recompensing the good ;
and besides this a signal advantage arises from
it, because it excites the good to become better;
and the wicked to correct themselves; and by
not acting’ thus, the contrary might take place;
and since among other rewards and remunera-
tions which . Kings have it in their power to
bestow upon them truly and faithfully, there is
that of honouring and elevating. them abave all
the others of their race, and ennobling, deco-
rating, and honouring them, and conferring
many. other. kindnesses, favours, and graoes
apon them ;

We, considering and reflecting upon the
ebovesaid things, will, that, by this our patent
of privilege, and by a copy .of it signed hy.a
publie scrivener, present and future generations
may know, that We, Don Ferdinand and Donsa
Isabella, by the grace of God, King and Queen
of Castile, - Leon, .Arragon, Sicily, Granada,
Teledo, Valencia, ‘Galicia, Majorca, Sevills;

E2
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Sardinia, Corsica, Murcia, Jahen, Algarve, Al .
gesira, Gibraltar, and the Canary Islands, Couat
and Countess of Barcelona, Lords of Biscay and
Molina, Dukes of Athens and Neopatria, Counts
of Roussillon and Cerdan, Marquises of Orestan
and Goziano, have seen a patent of grace signed
with our names, and sealed with our seal, drawn
up as follows. .

Don Ferdinand and Donna Isabella, by the
grace of God, King and Queen of Castile, Leon,
Arragon, Sicily, Granada, Toledo, Valencia,
Galicia, Majorca, Seville, Sardinia, Cordowa;
Corsica, Murcia, Jahen, Algarve, Algesira, Gib-
raltar, and the Canary Islands, Count and
Countess of Barcelona, Lords of Biscay and
Molina, Dukes of Athens and Neopatria, Counts
of Roussillon and Cerden, Marquises of Ores:
tan.and Goziano: In as much as you, Christor
pher Columbus, are going by our command to
discover and conquer, with some of our veseels
and our'subjects, certain islands and mein-land
in the ocean, and as it is hoped, with the assisty
‘ance of God, that some of the afaresaid islapnds
and main-land in the said ocean will be disca,
wered and conquered through your labour and
industry; and it being just and reascunable that
for exposing yourself to such danger for our ser+
yice, you should be rewarded ; . We, desiring on
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that account to do you honour and favour, de-
clare it to be our will and pleasure, that you,
the abovesaid Christopher Columbus, when you
shall have discovered and conquered the said
istands and main-land in the said ocean, or any
oné whatsoever of them, be our Admiral of the
kaid islands and main-land, which you shall thus
discover and conquer, and be our Admiral,
Viceroy, and Governor of them; and that you
may from this time forward, style and entitle

yourself Don Christopher Columbus; and like-

‘wise your children and successors in the said
office and charge, may entitle and call them-
sélves Don, Admiral, Viceroy, and Governor of
them ; and that you may use and exercise the
‘said office of Admiral, with the aforesaid office
of Vieeroy and Governor of the abovesaid
islands and main-land, which you discover and
conquer, as well by yourself, as by means of
your lieutenants, and hear and determine all
suits, and civil and criminal causes -respecting
the said office of Admiral, and of Viceroy and
Governor, according as you will find by right,
and in the manner in which the Admirals of
‘'our kingdoms were accustomed to use and
exercise it; and that you may punish- and
chiastise delinquents; and use the said offices
of Admiral, Viceroy, and Governor, you and
your abovesaid lieutenants, in all that concerns
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and is annexed to the said offices, and to each
one of them; and that you may have and re-
céive the rights and fees belonging and annexed
to the said offices, and to each of them ; accord-
ing as our high admiral in the admiralty of our
kingdoms receives, and is accustomed to receive
them. And by this our patent, or by a copy of
it, signed by a public scrivener, we command:
the Prince Don John, our most dearly beloved
son, the Infants, dukes, prelates, marquises,
counts, masters of orders, priors, companions,
and those of our council; and the auditors of
our chamber, alcaldes, and other officers of
justice, whoever they may be, of our household,
court, and chancery, and the governors of cas-
tles and strong and open places; and all coun-
sellors, assistants, corregidors, alcaldes, bailiffs
and sheriffs, and the twenty-four sworn chan-
cellors, esquires, officers, and good men of all
the cities, towns and places of our kingdoms
~ and dominions, and of those which you shall
conquer and acquire, and the captains, masters,
mates and officers, mariners and seamen, our
subjects and natives, who now are and shall be
hereafter, and every one, and whomsoever of
them, that the said islands and main-land in
the ocean, being discovered and acquired by
you, and they being taken, and the solemnities
that are required on such octasions having
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been observed hy you, or by the person who
shall receive the power for you, to have and to
bold to you hereafter during all your life, and
after you your son and successor, and from
successor to successor for ever, as our admiral
of the said ocean, and as viceroy and governor
of the aforesaid islands and main-land, which
you the abovesaid Don Christopher Columbus
shall discover and acquire: and to treat of
‘whatever regards such things with you, and
with your abovesaid lieutenants, whom you.
shall place in the said offices of admiral, vice-
roy and governor, and to exact and cause to be
exacted for you, with quittance, the fees and
other things annexed and belonging to the said
offices ; and to observe, and cause to be observed
towards you, all the honours, graces, favours,
liberties, pre-eminences, prerogatives, exemp-
tions and .immunities, and all and every other
thing, which by right of the said offices of ad-
miral, viceroy and governor, you are to have
and epjoy, and which are to be maintained to
you in all, well and completely, in such manner
as not to be diminished in any thing, and not
_ to place, nor permit to be placed any seques-
. ‘tration upon, nor offer any opposition to them:
. because We, with this our patent, now and for
ever, make a.grant to you of the said offices of
‘admiral, viceroy and governor, by right of in-
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heritance for ever; and we give you possession,
as if you were in possession of them, and of
every one of them, and the power and authority
to use and exercise them ; and to take the fees
and salaries annexed and belonging to them,
and every one of them, according as has been
said. And for as much as has been said, if it
were necessary, and if you should demand it,
we order our chancellor, notaries, and other
officers, who are employed in the office of our
seals, to give, expedite and seal for you, our
patent of privilege, folded up in the form of a
roll; in the strongest, most firm, and fit man-
ner, that you may demand of them, and be
necessary for you ; and none of you act, nor let
act otherwise in any manner, under the penalty
of our displeasure, and of ten thousand mara-
vedis for our chamber, upon any pretence what-
soever. And moreover we enjoin the individual,
who presents to you this our patent, to cite

' you to appear before our presence in our court,

wherever we may be, within the fifteen next
following days from the day of the citation,
under the aforesaid penalty: under which we
command every public scrivener whatsoever,
‘who for this purpose shall be called upon, to
give to him who shall have presented this pa-

“tent, a certificate signed with his signet, in

order that we may know how our command is
executed.

/
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.- Given in our city of Granada, on the thirtieth
day of the month of April, in the year of the
nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ one thousand
four hundred and ninety-two.

I e Kine. I THE QUEEN.

I, John de Coloma, Secretary of the King and
of the Queen, our Lords, have ordered this to
be written by their command. Accorded in
form. Rodericus Doctor, Register. Sgbastian
Dolano Frin®. de Madrid, Chancellor. :

And now, since it pleased our Lord that
many of the abovesaid islands should be dis-
covered by you, and we trust that with his
assistance you will find and discover other
islands and main-land in the said ocean, in
the foresaid parts of the Indies, you have sup-
plicated and requested of us as a favour, to
confirm to you our said patent, here above in-
corporated, and the grace contained in it, in
order that you and your children, descendants
and successors, one after the other, and when
you shall have closed your days, may be able to
. hold, and may hold, the said offices of Admiral,
Viceroy and Governor of the said ocean, islands
and main-land, which you have thus discovered
and found, and which you shall discover and
find henceforward, with all those faculties, pre-
eminences and prerogatives which our former
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aad present Admirals, Viceroys and Governors
of our said kingdoms of Castile and Leon have
enjoyed, and do enjoy; and be enabled to col-
lect all the fees and salaries annexed and be-
longing to the said offices, as our said Admirals,
Viceroys, and Governors enjoyed and preserved
. them; or that we should issue. in that respect
those provisions that might be more agreeable
to us: and We, reflecting upon the risk and
danger to which, on account of our service, you
exposed yourself in seeking for and discovering
-the aforesaid islands; and upon that to which
you will now expose yourself in going to seek
out and discover other islands and the main-
land, of which we have had, and hope to have,
signal service from you; and to confer a benefit
and favour upon you, we confirm by these pre-
sents. to you, and to your aforesaid children,
descendants and successors, one after the other,
now- and for ever, the.said offices of Admiral of
the abovesaid ocean, and of Viceroy.and Gover-
nor of the said islands and majn-land, which by
your labour and your industry shall be found and
discovered henceforward in the said parts of the
Indies. And it is our will and pleasure, thdt
- you should have and hold, and, your days being
terminated, your children, descendants, amd
successors, the one after the other, the afore-
said office of our Admiral -of 'the said ocean,

v
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which is' ours; which coniménces by a Emit, or
line, which we have ordered to be marked,
which passes from the Azores to the Cape de
Verd islands, from the north to the south, from
pole to pole; so that all that which is beyond
the aforesaid kue to the west, is ‘ours and be-
longs to us; and of all this we make and create
our Admiral you, and your children, and swc-
cessors, one after the other; and likewise we
make you our Viceroy and Governor; and your
days being terminated, your children, descen-
dants, énd successors, one after the other, of
the said islands and main-land, discovered and
to be discovered in the sdid ocean towards the
Indies, as has been said, and we give you pos-
session, and as if you were in possession of all
the abovesaid offices of Admiral, Viceroy, and
Governor for ever ; and power and faculty, that
you may be able to exercise, and may exercise .
in the said seas, the aforesaid office of our Ad-
‘miral, with all the appurtemances, and in the
form and manner, and with the prerogatives,
pre-eminences, fees, and salaries, according
to, and 23 our Admirals of the seas of Castile
-and Leon exer¢ised and exercise, enjoyed and
- enjoy it. ‘And in-order that in the country of
the said islands and main-land which are disce-
vered, and shall be discovered hereafter, in the
¥eid ocean, in the parts mentioned of the Endies,

(]
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theinhéabitants of all that country may bé better
governed, we give you such power and autho-
rity that you may be able, as our Viceroy and
Governor, to exercise by yourself, and by means
of your lieutenants, alcaldes, bailiffs, and other
officers, whom you shall establish for that pur-
pose, civil and criminal jurisdiction, high and
low, mero mivto imperio. Which said ' offices
you may remove, and suppress; and substitute
others in their place, whenever you please;
and jadge proper for our service, who may
bear, dispatch, and decide upon all disputes,
tivil and criminal causes, which may happen
and arise I the said islands and main-land;
and have and take the fees and salaries cus-

. tomary in our kingdoms of Castilé and Leon;

annexed and belonging to the said offices; and
you our abovesaid Viceroy and Governor may
hear, and take cognizance of all the said causes;
and every one of them, whenever you please,
in the first instance, by way of appeal, or by
simple complaint; and take cognizance of,
decide, and expedite them, as our Viceroy and
Governor; and may be enabled to make, and
may make, you and your said officers, whatever
perquisition, in cases ‘where it i3 de jure per-
mitted, and all other things appertaining to th¢
said ofices of Viceroy and Goverior, you and
your lieutenahts:and- officers, whom you shal

L]
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appaint for that purpose; which things yom
shall judge opportune for our service, and for
the-execution of justice. And all this you may,
and they may, do, execute, and carry.into due
and effective execution, as the said officers
would do, and could do, if they were placed
there by ourselves. But it is our will and
pleasure, that the patents and appointments
" that you shall bestow, be.expedited and issued
in our name, saying,—Don Ferdinand and
Donna Isabella, by the grace of God, King and
Queen of Castile, Leon, &c. and be sealed with
our seal, which we order to be givea to you fos
the. said islands and main-land; and we com-
mand all townsmen, and inhabitants, and othex
persans who are and shall be in the said islands
and main-land, to obey you, as our Viceroy
and Goyernor of the same ; and those who may
go to the said seas above-meationed, to obey
you as our Admiral of the said ocean; and all
of them to execute your letters and commands;
and to unite with you and with your officers in
putting into execution our laws; and to give
apd cause to be given to you all favour and
assistance, that you shall demand of them, and
shell be necessary for you, under the penaltieg
which you shall impose upon them: which
We now impose upon them, and regard as
imposed ; and we give you the power to ex-
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eeute them upoti ‘their persons dnd propenty ;
and, moreover, it is our will and pleasure, that
if you should judge it convenient for our serviee
and for the execution of our just laws, that any
one whatsoever of the persons who are, or shall
be hereafter in the said Indies and main-land;
should depart from it, or net enter, nor stop
there, and that they should come and preseat
themselves before Us, you may command it in
our name, and make them depart from thence;
whom we, by the present, order to do it with-
out delay, and to execute and carry it into
effect, without supplicating or consulting Us,
or hoping or receiving any other letter of ours,
or commands, notwithstanding any appeal
whatsoever, or petition they may make or in-
. terpose to your command ; by all which things
which have been said, and by the others due
and belonging to the said offices of our Admiral,
Viceroy, and Governor, we give you every full
power, with all its digressions, dependencies,
emergences, annexations, and connexions,—
Moreover our chancellor, notaries, and -other
officers, who are employed in  the office of our
seils, are commanded, if you should demand it,
to give, deliver, expedite and seal our patent of
privilege folded 'in a roll, in the:strongest; most
valid, and most efficient form that you may de-
mand, and may be necessary for you; and let
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pete of -you act, or let act otherwise, under the
penalty of our displeasure, and of ten thousand
maravedis for our chamber, upon every one
who shall contravene. And, moreover, we com-
mand the person, who shall present to you this
our letter, to cite you to appear before our pre-
sence; in our court, wherever we are, within
the first fifteen days that elapse from the day of
the citation unider the same pepalty under which-
it -is companded that every public serivener
whatsoever, who should be called upon for that
purpose, ‘give 'to -the person who shall .have
delivered to him the present, a testimonial
sighed with his signature, in order that we may
know-how our commands are executed.

Given in the city of Barcelopa on the twenty--
eighth dey of the menth of May, in the year of
the mativity of'our Lord Jesus Christ, one thou-
saad four hundred end ninety-three.

- I ree Kinec. * I ToE QuUEEN.

I, Ferdinand Alvares de Toledo, Secretary of
the: King and of the Queen, our Lords, hawve
caused this to be written by their command.
Peter Girs, Chancellor. Fees of the Seal and
Register, nikil. And on the back: granted, Ro-
dericus, Doctor. Register, Alonso Peres.

And now, because you the abovesaid Don,
Christopher, Colymbus, our Admiral of the
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ocean, and our Viceroy and Govemar of thet
main-land and islands, have supplicated and
requested of us as a favour, in order that the:
said patent of favour may be the better and
more completely observed towards you, your
children and descendants, thgt We should con-~
firm and approve it, ordering a patent of privi-
lege to be delivered to you, or as it might.
please Us; We, taking into.consideration the
abovesaid things, and the many good, trusty,
great and continual services which you, the
abovesaid Don Christopher Columbus, our
Admiral and Viceroy, and Governor of the.
Indies and main-land discovered and to be dis-
covered in the ocean, in the parts of the Indies,
have rendered to us, and hope you will render
to us, especially in discovering and reducing, -
under our power and dominion, the said islands.
and main-land; more especially because we.
hope that, with the assistance of God our Lord,
it will redound much to his service, to our
honour, and to the welfare and advantage of our
kingdoms, as we hope the Indian inhabitants
of the abovesaid Indies will be converted to our:
holy catholic faith, we have received favourably:
your supplication; and by this our patent. of
privilege, and by a copy of it signed, as is said;"
of our own preper motion, certain knowledge, .
-and absolute regal -power, of which in this re-..
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spect we will ysé and do use, we confirm and
epprove, now and far ever, to you, the foresaid
Deon Christopher. Columabus, and to your said
children, grandchildren and descendants from
.you, and your heirs, our aforesaid patent in-
corporated above, and the privileges contained
in it; and we will and ordain, and it is our will
and pleasure; that it be of force, and be observed
towards you, and your aforesaid children and
descendants, now and hereafter inviolably, now
and for ever,in'all and through all, truly and
completely, according to and in the form and
manner contained therein: and if it is neces-
sary, we now again confer upon you the said
favour, firmly forbidding all and every. person
from presuming to act and proceed against it,
or any part of it, or to infringe or diminish it,
in any time or in any manner whatsoever: in
regard of which we order the Prince Don John,
our most dearly beloved son, and the Infants,
dukes, prelates, marquises, counts, barons,
masters of orders, priors, knights, and those of
ouwr council, auditors of chamber, alcaldes,
bailiffs, and other magistrates whatsoever, of
.our household, court and chancery; and com-
manders’ of castles and of strong and open
places, and all counsellors, governors, regents,
alcaldes, bailiffs, mayors, provosts, and other
officers of justice, in all the cities, towns, and
F
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pleces of our kingdoms and- domimions, and
every one of them, to observe to you, and cause
to be observed, this our patent of privilege and
confirmation, and the letter of grace contained
in it, and not go and proceed, nor permitothers
to go and proceed, against the ténor and form
of it in any time or in any manner whatsoever,
under the penalties contained in it; ordairing
" that upon this there be given to you this above-
said patent of privilege and confirmation, writ-
ten on parchment of skin, and signed with our
names, and sealed with our seal of lead sus-
pended by threads of coloured silk; which we
order our high chancellor and notary, and the
other officers employed in the office of our
seals, to seal, deliver and dispatch; and all of
you act not, nor let act otherwise, in any man-
ner, under the penalty of our displeasure, and
of ten thousand maravedis, payable to our
chamber by every contravener. And moreover
we command the person who shall present.to
you this our letter, to cite you to appear before
our presence, in our court, wherever We are,
within the fifteen days following the day of cita-
tion, under the foresaid penalty; under which
we command every public scrivener who should
be requested for such purpose, to give -to him
/who‘shaﬂ have presented the letter, a certificate
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sighed with- his signet, in orderthat We msy
know how our command is exscuted,

Given in the ity of Burgos, on the tweanty~
third day of the month of April, in the year of
the nativity of our 8aviour Jesus Christ, one
thousand four hundred and ninety-seve

I TrE K1ne, T tue QUEEN,

I, Ferdinand Alvares, Secretary of the King
and of the Queen, our Lords, have eaused it to
be written by their command. Roderigus Doc-
tor, Antonius Doctor, Ferdinand Alvares, John
Velasques, Antonius Doctor. Collated, And
on the back of the said privilege is- written;
Registered, Doctor.

DOCUMENT 1V,

PorasuvucH as in the capitulation and agree-
ment made and entered into by our command
with you, Don Christopher Columbus, our Ad~
miral of the ocesn in the parts of the Indies, it
is stated that you are to have a certain part of
whatsoever might, or sheuld be bartered for
in the Indies themselves, deduating first the
expenses. and Josses that might or should be
made; and as until apw yoy have laboured
F2
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very much in discovering land in the said parts
of the Indies, on which account no great ad-
vantage has been received from them, although
some expenses and disbursements have been
made; and it being our will and pleasure to
confer a favour upon you ; by these presents we
decree and ordain, that of the expenses and
disbursements made until now, relatively to the
affairs of the foresaid Indies, and which may be
made in the voyage that now, by our orders, is
preparing and arming for the same Indies, until
the arrival at Isabella, in the island of Hispa-
niola, no part whatsoever shall be demanded of
you for that purpose, nor shall you be obliged
to contribute any thing more than what you
employed in the first voyage, upon condition
that you do not demand, nor take, any thing
of what, till now, has been drawn from the
abovesaid islands, by right of the tenth, or of
the eighth, which you, the abovesaid Admiral,
are to have, of the moveables of the said islands,
nor by any other right whatsoever. We make
a grant to you of what you have had until now.

And as you, the foresaid Admiral, say that
first an eighth ought to be taken from whatever
may hereafter be drawn from the- abovesaid
islands, and from what remains deduct the ex-
penses and then the tenths; ‘and as, according to
the order and tenor of the said capitulation, it



DOCUMENT IV. 69

appears that first the expenses should be de-
ducted, and then the tenth, and afterwards the

eighth, and it is not yet ascertained what is to _

be observed in such respect, it is our pleasure,
in order to confer a favour upon you, the fore-
said Admiral, that for three years there be first
deducted the eighth part for you, clear of all ex-
penses, and afterwards the expenses shall be
deducted, and from the remainder a tenth be
paid for you, the foresaid Admiral. But after
the said three years elapsed, the tenth above-
said, the expenses and the eighth shall be de-
ducted, in conformity to the foresaid capitula-
tion. And by this favour, which we confer
upon you for the foresaid time, there is not
given to you, nor taken from you, any right be-

longing to you in that respect, beyond what

you enjoy in virtue of the foresaid capitulation;
on the contrary, that shall remain in its force
and vigour when the time above fixed upon
shall be elapsed. Done in the town of Medina
del Campo, on the twelfth day of June, in the
year ninety-seven. ,

I tae Kine. I THE QuEEN.

- By comma;)d of the King, and of the Queen,
Ferdinand Alvares. And on the back of this
letter is written: granted.
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Dox Ferdinand and Donna Isabella, by the
- grace of God, King and Queen of Castile, Leon,
Arragon, Sicily, Granada, Toledo, Valencia,
Galicia, Majorca, Seville, Sardinia, Cordova,
Corsica, Murcia, Jahen, the Algarves, Algesira,
Gibraltar and the Canary Islands; Count and
Countess of Barcelona, Lords of Biscay and
Molina, Dukes of Athens and Neopatria, Counts
of Roussillon and Cerdan, Marquises of Ores-
tan and Goziano.

Whereas, at the time when Don Christopher
Columbug, our Admiral of the ocean, went to
discover the islands and main-land, which, by
the grace of God our Lord, he found, and were
discovered in the said ocean, in the parts of the
Indies, it was stipulated with him, that he
should have, and take for himself, certain parts
of whatever should be found; and now we are
besought in his name, that it may please us in
our grace, in order that the above-mentioned
things may be preserved and executed -to him
more effectually and completely, to order that
the whole negociation, and the things that are
tobe done and provided in these our kingdoms,
respecting the said commeree of the said Indies;
should be carried on by a person or persons of

\
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ours, with our powars, whe may attead to that
negociation, conjointly with him (the said Ad-
miral), and with any one acting in his stead,
because thus the expenses arising from it, and
the profits and advantage resulting from the
said traffic would be better understood; so
that he may receive that part which belongs to
him, according to the said convention, and that
of which We made him the grant: and We,
baving received favourably the supplication, by
this our letter do order the persoms, who by
our command have, and shall have, the charge
of attending henceforward to the aforesaid
business, to do and transact it, conjointly with
. the person or persons whom the said Admiral,
or his attorney, shall place or appoint for that
purpose, and not otherwise: it being under-
stood that the said Admiral of the Indies shall
keep a person or persons, deputed and momi-
nated, who, in his name, and by his authority,
shall attend to it; and that We shall be in-
formed that such persons have been deputed
and nominated by the said Admiral, in order to
attend in his name to the said affair. In testi-
mony of which, we order that these preseats be
given, signed with our names, and sealed with
our seal. Given in the town of Medima del
Campo, on the thirtieth day of the month of
May, in the year of the mativity of our Lord
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Jesus Christ, one thousand four hundsed -and
mnety-seVen

I ™ae Kive. I e Qunmr.

I, Ferdinand Alvares de Toledo, Secretary of
the King and of the Queen, our Lords, have
caused this to be written by their command.
And on the back of the said letter is written:
In form. Granted. Rodericus Doctor, Regis-
tered; Alonso Peres; Fernando Dias, Chan-
cellor.

en—

DOCUMENT VL

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

, Do~ Curistorner CoLum-
»Us, our Admiral, Viceroy, and Governor of the
Ocean ; the things which, in our opinion, ought,
and have to be performed and executed, with
the assistance of God our Lord, for the popula-
tion of the Indies and main-land discovered
and placed under our dominion, and those
that are about to be discovered in the parts of
the Indies in the Ocean, and for the people
who, by our order, are established there, and
who shall go and settle there henceforward, in
addition and besides that which, in virtue of
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our ‘Stheyinstrictions, you and theBishop of
Badujoz were to provide, are the following :

In the first place, as soon as you arrive, if it
be God’s pleasure, in the foresaid Indies, you
must endeavour, with the utmost: diligence, to
encourage and direet the natives of the said
Indies to live quietly and peacefully, to serve
Us, and to remain lovingly under our dominion
and subjection; and, above all, you must en-
deavour to get them converted to our holy ca-
tholic faith, and to have the holy sacraments
administered to them, and to those who are to
go and live in the foresaid Indies, by those
religious clergymen who are and will be there;
8o that God may be served, and they may have
quiet consciences.

Item: that for this time, untxl We command
that others be provided, there are to go and may
go with you to the number of three hundred and
¢hirty persons, of your selection, of the quality
and in the capaeity contained in the foresaid
instructions; but if it should appear to you
that some of those offices ought to be changed,
- by increasing some or diminishing others, and

‘that some persons should be removed from one
- office to another, that you, ¢x whoever may re-
- oeivethe power from you, may be ableto doit,
‘and. may- do it, according, and in the manmer
-and -form, and- at’ the time or times, that..you

i
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will seb and judge opportune for onr servies,
and. for the welfare and advantage of the said
government of the said Iadies.

Item: when you shall be, with God’s blessing,
in the said Indies, you must give orders to
found, aund let there be founded, in the island
of Hispanijola, snother colony, or small town,
besides that already founded, on the other side .
of the island, near the gold mings, agcording as,
and in the place and form, it. may he agrecabla
to you. ' :

Item: that near the said colony, or near tha¢
already established, or in any other part that
may appear converient to you, there must be
formed end prepared seme field, or farm, in
order that the persons who are ox who shall be
in the said island, may be the better maintained
and with less expense ; and in order to execute
this more conveniently, there mugt be givea
and let there be given as & loan, to the labourers
who shall go to the foresaid Indies, as far as
fifty bushels of wheat and corn, from the
stores, which we shall send there, in order that
they may be sown by them; and as many as
twenty couple of cows and mares, and other
beasty of bunden; and that such hushendmen
who receive the aforesaid corn shall sow and
cultivate it, under the obligation of paying
dthack at the harvest, along with the tenth pat



DOCUMENT VI. %

of the crop, with the power of selling the re-
maitder to Chnistians, as well as they can, pro-
vided the price is not so high as to be oppres-
sive to the purchasers, because, in that case,
you, our foresaid Admiral, or whoever is ap-
pointed by you, must tax and moderate it.

Item : that to the sbovesaid number of 330.
persons, who are to go to the Indies, thers
must be paid, and let there be paid to them the
salery agreed upon, as it ms beea paid till now;
and instead of food, which it was the custom to
give them, ‘there must be given, and let theref
be given, from the provisions, which are sent
there by our command, to each person a fanega
of wheat per month; and twelve maravedis a
day, so that they may purchase other necessary
articles; the order for which must be delivered
to them by you our aforesaid Admiral, and by
your lieutenants, and by the officers of our
chief accomptants, who are, and shall be in the
foresaid Indies, 80 that on presenting your re-
gisters, warrants and bills, in the said form, our
treasurer, who shall be in the said Indies, must
and shall pay them.

Item : if you the foresaid admiral shall see
and judge it advantageous for our service, to
inerenss the number of the 330 persoms, you
may do so, carrying it to 600 in all ; upon com-
dition that the pay and maintenance necessary
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for' the ‘persons: so incredsed, ‘be tsken /from-
such mercliandize and arficles.of value, as shall
be found, or may be, in the said Indies;. with-
out -our ordering it to -be provided for else-
where. ‘ : .
Item : ‘the pay that is, or that may be due,
according to the registers, to the persons who
huve been, or are in the said Indies, must and
ghall be given to them, in the form and manner
that has been said before; and those who have
no éngagement, shall be paid for their services,
according as may appear reasonable to you;
arid - the same shall be done to those who have
served for others. :

¢ Item: that the fees, salaries and pay, which
the alcaldes and other principal persons .and
officers who have dwelt there, and .served,
and still serve, are to have, must and shall be
iticreased and paid to them, according as shall
be judged proper by you our foresaid admi-
ral; regard being had to the.quality of the
persons, and the manner in which each one
has served, and shall serve; for (besides this)
when it pleases God that- there should be a
means of conferring a favour upon them in the
said Indies, we shall not be unmindful of doing
80: which must be agreed upon before our said
officers, and delivered and paid to them in the
dbovesaid form.
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Item : ‘the heirs of the Abbot Gallego and of
Andrea de Salamanca, who died in the Indies,
shall, in presenting themselves, be paid for the
value of the barrels and casks, which were
spoiled and taken from them, ‘on account of theiy
going to the Indies contrary to our prohibition.

Item: as to the stttlement of the bills of those
who have died, or may die in the aforesaid In-
dies, it appears to Us that the form ought to be
observed, which is to be found in the chapger of
the memorial, which you' gave-us upon thia
subject, and is as follows:

Many strangers and natives have died in tha
Indies; and I, in virtue of the powers received
from your Highnesses, ordered that they should
present the proofs in writing, and they would
be discharged, appointing Escoba, a citizen of
8eville, and John de Leon, a citizen of Isabella,
to act truly and faithfully in this respect, both
in paying the debts, in case the executors had
not settled them, and in remitting all their pro-
perty and pay; and all this must-be done in g
judicial manner by deeds of a public scrivener
and whatever they may remit must be putinto,a
box under three keys ; one of which they are to
keep, a priest another, and I the third; and
that the aforesaid monies should be placed in
the abovesaid box, and remain there thzee
years, to give the heirs time to come, or sepd,
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to receive them; and if within such time they
are not demanded, they are to be distributed
for the relief of their souls. -

Alse: it appears to us, that the gold thet
may be found m the said Indies should be
coined, and made into pieces like the czpcientes
of Granada, as we have ordered to-be dome in
these our kingdoms; for in that. menner aa
end would be put-to the cheats and frauds in
the said gold of the foresaid Indies. Amd in
order to coin the said money, we order you to
take the persons, stamps, and machines, neces~
sary for you; giving you for that full power;
upon -condition that the money that shall be
coined in the abovesaid Indies be conformable
to the regulations, which by our orders are
actually observed respecting the mint; and let
the officers of the mint observe the said regu-
lations, upder the penalties contained in them.

Item : it appears to Us, that there should bé
given to Indians, with whom it is concerted
that they are to pay the tribute imposed, a
piece, or mark of brass coin, or lead, which
they must wear on the nape; and the figure,
or mark of this said coin, must be changed
every time they pay, in order that it may be
known who has not paid; and that wherever
and whenever persons are found in the island,
who have changed the said mark on the nape,
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they-are to be sonedmdsnbpcsedtom,
'hght ptmlshmentq.

Item: in order to collect, andrentthemd
tribate, a diligent and faithful penonnm:tbe
appointed to attend you, it is our will, and we
command, that . . ... . bave the said charge,
and that he may have a.nd take from the tribute
and merchandize which he shall thus gathen
collect, make and pay, five weights, measures or
pounds per cent. for himself, whieh is the twen»
tieth part of whatever he may thus collect, .

S p—————

DOCUMENT VIL

Don Ferdinand and Donna Isabella, by the
grace of God, King and Queen of Castile, Leon,
Arragon, Sicily, Granada, Toledo, Valencia,
Galicia, Majorca, Seville, Sardinia, Cordova,
Corsica, Murcia, Jahen, Algarve, Algesira, Gib-
raltar, and the Canary Islands; Count .and
Countess of Barcelona, Lords of Biscay and
Molina, Duke of Athens and Neopatria, Counts
of Roussillon and Cerdan, Marquises of Ores-
tan and Goziano: to our great Justiciary, and
to those of owr council, auditors of our cham-
ber, alcaldes and bajliffs, and other officers of
justice, whoever they may be, of all the cities,
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sovens &nil pladés-of our: kingdopis and -detni:
nions, and to each and to every one of you in
your several places and jurisgictions, to whom
this our letter shdll be présented, or a copy of it,
signed by a public scrivener, health and grace:
Know ye, that for the population of the islands
and muin-land dis¢overed and placed under our
dominion in the parts ofthe Indies in the ocean,
it will-be necessary to purchase in these our
foresaid kingdoms, to tramsport them thither,
certaim merchandize, victuals, provisions, in-
struments, iron tools, casks, vessels, and other
things; which things the persons are to pur-
chase, who by Us, and by Don Christopher Co-
lumbus, our Admiral of the said ocean, have
been, or shall be appointed for that purpose.
And as it has betn reported to Us, that the
owners of such merchandize and other things,
refuse to sell them, in order to enhance their
price, which would- be to our disservice; it
'is our will and pleasure thet the foresaid arti
cles be'sold at the price they are usually worth:
‘Wherefore We command you to furnsh the per-
sons, appointed by us and by the said admiral,
who purchase the said articles, or any others
whatsoever, for the inhabitarits and the provi:
gioning of the said islands, and for navigating
thereto, with them at reasonable prices, and ac-
cording to theit usual worth in -the said cities,
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towns and places, among the inhabitants thare-
of, without raising the price; and presume
not to act othefwise, under the penalty of our
displeasure, and of ten thousand maravedis,
against any one of you contravening, for our
chamber : and. moreover, whosogver, or. whast-
soever there may be of you our foresaid officers
of justice, who shall neglect to act and per-
form thus, we order the person, who shall pre-
sept this our letter to you, to cite you to appear-
before Us in-our court, wherever we may be,
within the next following fifteen days from the
day of the citation, under the foresaid. penalty »
under which also we command every public
scrivener whatsoever, applied to for that pur-
pose, to deliver to him who shall exhibit it,
a certificate signed with his signet, in order that
We may know how our -command is executed.
Given in the city of Burgos, on the twenty-
third day of the month of April, in the year of
the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, one thou-
sand four hundred and ninety-seven.

I o Kine. I TRE QUEEN.

I, Ferdinand Alvares de Toledo, secretary of
the King and of the Queen, our lords, have
caused this to be written by their command.
Granted. Rodericus Dactor, Registered. Alon-
so Peres. Ferdinand Dias, Chaneellor. .".

G
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THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

Don Curistoruer Coruy-,
Bys, our admiral of the qcean, viceroy and
governor of the main-land and of the islands of
the Indies, and Antonio de Torres, gentleman
of our life-guards; the things which in our
opintion, with the help of our Lord God, ought.
to. be provided and dispatched to the Indies,
for the support and maintenance of the persons
who are there, and who are to go there for the
duties they have to perform, appertaining to
God’s service and ours, are the following :

In the first place, in this first voyage, and
until we give other orders, there are to proceed
thither 330 persons, of the class, quality, and
employments, under mentioned, reckoning in’
the said number of 330 persons, those who are
now residing in the foresaid Indies: which
said 330 persons are to be chosen by you, our
foresaid admiral, or by whoever you shall ap-
point; and they are to be divided in this man-,
ner: forty arquebusiers, one hundred foot sol-
diers, thirty seamen, thirty midshipmen, twenty
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" gold workers, fifty husbandmen and gardeners;
twenty officers of every description, and thirty
women ; who thus make up the number of 330
persons : who are to go and reside in the fore-
said Indies, as long as they please; so that, if
any of the persons who reside in the said Indies,
should request, or be obliged to return, there
should remain, and may remain, as well of those
who are now there, as of those who will be
there, the 'said number of the foresaid 330 per-
sons. But if it should appear to you the fore-
said admiral, to be for the welfare and advan-
tage of the undertaking, to change the said
number of persons, omitting some of the offi-
cers, and substituting others in their places;
you have the power to do it; provided the
number of persons, who have to reside in thé
foresaid Indies, exceeds not the register of 330.
Item: for provisioning you, the foresaid
admiral, your- brothers, and other principal
officers, who are to go with you to reside in the
foresaid Indies, and the said 330 persons, and
for ploughing and sowing, and for the suste:
nance of the animals you shall carry thither,
there must be transported, end let there be
transported 560 bushels of wheat, -and moreover
50 bushels of com ; which are to be provided,
and let them be provided from the stores belong- -
‘ G2
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ing to Us from the tergias of the archbishopric
of Seville, and the bishopric of Cadiz, of last
year, ninety-six ; as is specified in our order foy
its delivery, which upon this we command to
be given.

.. Item: that there must be sent to the sa.ld
Indies, such iron tools and utensils, as may
appear to you, our foresaid admiral, to be neces-
sary, to work with in the said Indies; and like,
wise mattocks, spades, pickaxes, hammers, and
levers, suitable to the foresaid Indies.

 And likewise, that besides the cows and
mares that are in the said Indies, the number

must be completed up to twenty couple of

cows, mares and asses, with which they may
cultivate the foresaid Indies, according as shall
appear desirable to you the foresaid admiral.

_ And it likewise appears to us, that it would
be desirable to purchase an old vessel, in which
~ might be put as much of thé provisions and the
above-mentioned articles as she could carry;
because her timbers, and wood and iron-work
would be of great service to the colony, which
is about to be established on the other side of
the island of Hispaniola, near the mines: how-
ever, if it appears to you, the said Admiral,
not to be desirable to take the said vessel, let it
not be taken.
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Moreover, there must be taken to the said
Indies fifty bushels of flour ‘and as many as a
thousand . of biscuit; until means are provided
for the erection of mills and mill-stones; for
which purpose some stones and other mill-uten-
sils must be transported there from hence.

" "Item: there must be taken to the foresaid
Indies two field-tents, of the value of twenty
thousand maravedis,

Item : with respect to other provisions and
amcles, which it will be necessary to coavey
to the Indies, for the food and clothing of those
who are to go and remain there, it appears to
us, that the following regulatlons should be
observed. s

Let some upright and trust-worthy persons
be selected, with such, it is said, that you, the
said Admiral, have almost agreed; who must
engage to freight and transport to the foresaid
Indies the said provisions, and other articles
that may be necessary there; and there shall
be given to them such portion of the money,
which, by our orders, was issued for that pur-
pose, as you shall judge proper, and they must
give security for the meney thus advanced,
which they are.to employ in purchasing the
said provisions, and in freighting and transport-
ing them at their own expense to the said
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Indies; and they shall go at-our risk, and the
chances of the sea, and when arrived there,
with Gud’s blessing, the 'said provisions must '
and ‘shell be sold; the wine at fifteen mara-
vedis 4 jug; & pound of dred pork,and sait
meat, eight meravedis : 'and the other provisions
dnd vegetables, at such prices as you the sdid
Admiral, ot your lieutenant, shall determine
upon, so that they may obtain some profit, and
not lose by it, and the people not be oppressed.
With respect to the maravedis, which sach
person or persons shall have received in ad-
vance for the said provisions, which they shall
sell in such manner, they must pay batk to
our treasurer, who is, or shall be, in the said
Indies, those maravedis, which you mmay have
given to them, in order that with them he may
be enabled to pay the people. If any of the
said people take the said provisions on account
of their pay, tliey may be received on account,
presenting a receipt for whatever they. maxy
have received : which the foresaid treasurer,
and the officers of accounts, must place to the
wecount of their pay; and on the said persons
giving sureties, and obliging themselves to do
and perform, as has been said, the said portion
of maravedis may and shall be given to them;
¥ it shall so appear to you.
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-+ Itein : endeavoiirs must be made to enghge
same respectable friars and priests to go to
the said Indies, in order that they may ed-
minister there the holy sacraments to those who
live there, and endeavour to convert to our
holy Catholic Faith the said Indjans, natives of
the said Indies; and to take with them the
sacerdotal ornaments, and other articles requi-
site for the celebration of divine service, and
the administration of the holy sacraments.

There must also go there a physician, an
apothecary and an herbalist; and some music
and musical instruments should be taken for
the amusement of the people who are to settle
there.

"Moxeover, we hereby order that a certain
part of the money be delivered to you for the
voyage, which you the said Admiral are now
about to undertake: We command you to uge
it according to the report signed by the chief
commendatory of Leon, our first accomptant,
and by Doctor Rodrigo Maldonado of our
council, and by Ferdinando Alvares, our secre-
tary. .
. 'Therefore we command you to cause what-
ever.is contained above, to be observed, fulfilled,
and executed ; by which you will do us plea-
sure and service; giving you for that purpose
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fail. power with all its imcidences and depen-
dences, annexed and connected. Given in the
town of Medina del Campo, on the fifteenth
" day of the month of June, in the year of the
nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1497. '
I tuE Kivne. Y tHE QUEEN.

By command of the King and of the
Queen. Ferdinando Alvares. Granted. Ro-
dericus Doctor.

DOCUMENT 1IX.

Don Ferdinand and Donna Isabella, by the
grace of God, King and Queen of Castile, Leon,
Arragon, Sicily, Granada, Toledo, Valencia,
Galicia, Majorca, Seville, Sardinia, Cordova,
Corsica, Murcia, Jahen, the Algarves, Algesira,
@Gibraltar, and the Canary Islands; Count and
Countess of Barcelona, Lords of Biscay aad
‘Molina, Dukes-of Athens and Neopatria, Counts
of Roussillon and Cerdan, Marquises of Ores-
tan and Goziano: whereas at the time that
-Don Christopher Columbus, our Admiral of the
‘Ocean, went, by our orders, to discover land
in the said ocean, there was established a cer-
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‘taiir convention with him, and afterwards when
he returned the first time from. discovering, and
finding, as by the grace and assistance of our
Jord God he did find, the:said Indies and muin-
‘land, we approved and confirmed to him the
said convention. and agreement entered into
with him by our orders; and again we gave to
him, and commanded that there should be given
to him certain privileges and favours, as are
contained in the said convention, letters patent;
and privileges ; now the said Don Christopher,
our Admiral of the abovesaid ocean, has re-
ported to Us, that since that time We ordered
that there should be given our letter patent by
provision, with certain conventions contained
init: the tehor of which is as follows: _
Don Ferdinando and Donna Isabella, by the
grace of God, King and Queen of Castile, &c.
..... It having been reported to us, that some
-citizens, and inhabitants of different cities and
-towns, places, and ports of our kingdoms and do-
.minions, our natural-born subjects, would wish
-to go and discover other islands and main-land
- -in the parts of the Indies in the ocean besides
.the islands, and main-land, which by our com-
mand were-digcovered in the said ocean; and
» that likewise others would wish to go to, live
.and sojourn in the island of Hispaniola, disco-
-vered and found by our command, if we would
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grant. them permission:to do o, and :if they
were assisted with provisions for some time; and
‘that they refrain from doing 30, in consequence
-of the prohibition issued by our orders, that no
person should go. to the Indies without our
order and permission, under certain penalties ;
which being seen by Us; and taking into consi-
«deration, that if the said land and islands ave
discovered, and any trading take place, and
they were.to people them, (we include not the
abovesaid island of Hispaniola, which is disco-
-vered,) it would be for the service of the Lord
«our God; because their intercourse might bring
‘ovor the inhabitants: of the said lands to the
-kmowledge of God our Lord, and convert. them
to our Holy Catholic Faith : .considering more-
-over that it would be for our service and good,
and for the common welfare of our kingdoms
‘and dominions, and for oursubjects and natives,
We agree t¢ ordain that there be given, and by
-the present we give and grant the .said licence
-to our aforesaid subjects and natives, to go .to
-the said islands and main-land, and to.discover
and traffic with them, under the conditions; ac-
-cording to, and in the manner coutained in this
our letter, and declared as follows: =~ - '
First: all- vessels which have to go to ‘the
parts of the said islands, in whatsoewer manner,
as-'shall be -contained heremnder in this our
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Iefter, must take their depacture from the. city
of Cadiz, and from no other port: and. hefore
they set sail thay must.present themselwes there
before the officers appointed thexe by Us, ey
whomsoever shall have the: power fram Us; in
esder that they may know who are.going to.the
afpresaid Indies; and that each one.in:his ewn
person ‘may fulfil and abserve what is hereafier
vontained in*these our letters.

- ‘Whatsoever person, who wishes to go ta, hve,
and -dwell in the ssid island of Hispaniols,
without pay, may. and shall go there freely; .
that-there he shall be .free and frenk, and shall
not pey any tax; .and shall keep for himself
amd as his own, and for his heirs, and for
whesoever may have right from them, the
houses he shall build, and the lands he shall
cultivate, and the fields which he.shall plant;
according as the lands and places in the said
-istand there shall be assigned far that purpose,
by the persons who hold or shall hold from Us
the charge of it; and to such persons, who
shall thus live and dwell in the said island .of
Hispaniola, and not reeeive our pay, as is said,
there shall be given provisiens for one.year.
Aad, moreover; we will, and it is our pleasure,
that if they go with the permission of those whe
bave, or shall receive authority to that .effect
foesn 18, to the said . island of Hispaniola, pro-
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viled it be not for barter, they shail have for
themselves the third part of the gold which
they may find, or collect in the said island,
upon condition that it be not by barter, and the
other two-third parts shall be ours, to be re-
ceived by the officer, acting for Usin the afore-
said island. And moreover, if they go there with
permission, they shall have for themselves all
the merchandise and every other thing they
may find in the said island, giving the tenth
of them to Us, or to whoever shall have our
power te receive it, gold excepted, of which
they must give us two parts, as has been said.
All which things they must purchase in the
said island of Hispaniola, before our officers;
and pay to our receiver, who is to receive
them for Us, two-third parts of the gold, and
the aforesaid tenth part of all the other articles,
which they may find, as has been said.

Item : that any individual among our sub-
jects and natives, that chuses, may go hence-
forward (as much as depends upon our pleasure
and will) to discover islands and the main-land
in" the said part of the abovesaid Indies; as
well to those already discovered till now, as to
any other, and make purchases in them, pro-
vided it be not in the foresaid island of Hispa-
niola: he may purchase from the Christians
who are there, or shall be. there, any article and
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merchandise, provided it be not goldi; and this
be may and shall do with any ship whatsoever,
that shall be agreeable to him; provided that
at the time he leaves our kingdoms, he departs
from the city- of Cadiz, and there preseats him-
self. before our officers. And as.they must
thence carry in each of such vessels, one
or twe persons .named by our officers, before
whom they must appear ; and, moreover, must
carry the tenth part of the tonnage of burthen
of the said vessels, of our freight, without
however any freightage being paid to themj
our effects, which they may thus transport,
shall be landed in the said island of Hispaniola,
and be consigned to the person or persons who,
by our command, shall be there commissioned
to receive them ; demanding . from the.receiver
a receipt for what has been. sent to him from
hence. And we will, and it is our pleasure,
that of all which the said persons shall find- in
the abovesaid islands and main-land, they shall
have for themselves nine parts, and the tenth
shall be ours; which they shall cause to be paid
to us, when they return back. to these our king-
doms, in the said city of Cadiz, whence they are
first to depart; and shall pay.it to. the person
- who shall be there.appointed by Us to receive
it. And this payment being made, they.may
depart to their own homes, or to wherever they
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pldase, with wint, they shall: have bartered. im
sueh-meaner; and at the time that they depast
feom the aforesgid city of Cadiz they must giva
bail for the due execution of this attisle,

Item: any person whatscever, who may wish
to transport any kind of provision whatsoever
to the said island-of Hispamiola, or to.any other
island of - the abovesaidilndies, peopled by ous
command, may: transpart and sell: them there
froely, and at the prices agweed upon with
the purchasers; who may pay for them-there
in. merchandise, or in any other article pmon
duced there. And if all the provisions or parte
of them are seld to our officers established
there, for the provisioning of the psople whe
serve us thero, they are and must be paid for
there, as has boen said, or they may give bills,
in arder to be paid here; provided at the time
in which the said vessels depart, in which
the said provisions are conveyed, they set sail
from the said city of Cadiz; and appear before
our officers there, and carry without freight the
tenth part of the tonnage burthen of such ves-
#ols, which by our command shall be taken to
she aforesaid island, as is here expressed above,
and eagage to pay the tenth part of whatever
¢hey may barter there, redeeming it aceording
to the rules of the capitulation, contained here
‘sbeve, and on their return are bound to come
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to the aforésaid city of Cadiz, to pay it, as has
been said. Moreover, we having granted the
special favour to.Don Christopher Colambus)
our Admiral of the abovesaid Indiés, of loading
in each of the said vesséls, going to the said
Indies, the eiglith part of their barrthen, it is
eur will, that ount of every seven vessels, that
départ for the Indies, the said' Admiral, or wiso+
ever is appointed by him, may load one for the
purpose of the smid adventure.

With respect to what has been suid, snd-each
and every part of it, we command it 4o be obs
served and fulfilled in all and through all, ac-
oording to the contents here above .in this our
letter. And in order that all persons may be
acquainted therewith, we order it to be pub-
lished in the squares and market-plases, and
other customary places of all the cities, towns,
places, and ports of Andalusia, and. other parts
of our kingdoms, wherever it shall be requisite,
and that a copy of it be givexu to whoever may
demand it: for which we order to be given, and
do give this our letter signed .with our nanies;
and sealed with our seal. Given in the town
of Madrid, on the tenth day of the mouth of
April, in the year of the natmtyot‘onr Baviour
Jesus Christ, 1496.

I raE Kinc. I TaE QuEeNw.
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- 1, Ferdinand Alvares de Toledo, Secretary of
the King and' of the Queen :our Lords, have
had this writtén by their command. - Granted:
Rodericus Doctor. Registered : Doctor’ Fer-
nando Dias, Chancellor.

Which said- letter of provision, and what is
contained in it, the aforesaid Admiral Don
Christopher Columbus says was given to the
prejudtioe of the abovesaid privileges received
" from Us, and of the powers which, by them,
we have conferred upon him; and:he has.
supplicated and begged of us as a favour, to
order that such remedy may be found for it, as
may be more pleasing to us.. And as. it never
whs, nor is our intention and will to prejudice -
in any thing the said Don Christopher Colum-
bus, our Admiral of the ocean, nor to allow the
said conventions, privileges, and favours, which
we granted to him, to be encroached upon or -
violated, but on' the contrary, in consequence
of the services which he has rendered us, we.in-
tend to confer still greater favours upon him;
with this our letter, if it is necessary, we con-
fiem and approve of the said conventions, privi-
leges, and favours conferred by Us upon .the
aforesaid Admiral; and it is our will, and. we
command, that in all and through all they be
preserved and executed in his favour according
as itis therein expressed. And we firmly forbid
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any person presuming to violate them, or to
act against them at any time, or in any manner
whatsoever, under the penalties contained ih
them: and if the said provision, which we
ordered to be published, and which is: incor-
porated here above, be prejudicial to the tenor
and. form of any part of them in any. manner
whatsoever, we revoke it by the present; and
-we will and command that it have no force nor
effect at any time, -or in any manner whatso-
ever, so as to be prejudicial to the said Ad-
miral, and to whatever we have thus granted
and confirmed tohim. Wherefore we order the
present to be given, signed with our names,
and sealed with our seal. Given in the town
of Medina del Campo, on the second .day of the
month of June, in the year of the nativity of
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 1497.

I tur Kine. I THE QuUEEN.

I, Ferdinand Alvares de Toledo, Secretary
of the King and of the Queen, our Lords, have
had this written by their command. Granted.
Rodericus Doctor. Registered, Alonso Peres.
Fernando Dias, Chancellor.
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Don Ferdinand and Donna Jsabella, by the
grace of God, King and Queen of Castile, &c.
Cmeeae To all our custom-house officers, - re-
ceivers, farmers of taxes, market-stewards, col-
lectors, and other persons, who have, or-shall
-hawve, -the charge of collecting and remitting in
.Tents, in money or in any other manper, the
-revennes, customs, and taxes of the cities of
_Seville and ‘Cadiz, in this present year of the
date of this our letter, and in future years, as
.long as it shall please us, and to each and all
of you, health and favour. Know, that it is
our pledsure and will, that upon all the pro-
visions and other articles, which by our order,
and by that of Don Christopher Columbus, our
Admiral of the ocean in the parts of the Indies,
shall be embarked in order to be transported to
the said Indies, and likewise upon whatsoever
- shall be brought from the Indies to the above-
said cities and to their ports, there must not,
and shall not be paid, upon the first sale, either
toll, impost, or any duty whatsoever, in the
‘present year, or hereafter, as long as it shall
be our will and pleasure. Therefore we order
all and each of you thus to observe it, and
in observing and executing it, not to ask,

-
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demand, or take, any toll, impost, or any
other duty whatsoever upon the first sale, or
loading and unloading of any goods, provisions,
and other articles whatsoever, which you shall
have cognizance of by the certificate of our
officers, and of the said admiral, and persons
~ who have or shall have the charge of the above-
said loading and unloading, to be loaded for the
abovesdid Indies, and unloaded on their return
from the latter, in the said cities and ports,
and in all of them, in the present year, and
henceforward, as long as it shall be our will
and pleasure : and if you do not act and per-
form in conformity to this our letter, we com-
mand any one of our tribunals to constrain
and force you thus to act and perform: and
none of you act, nor let others act otherwise in
any manner, under the penalty of &c.......
Given in the most noble city of Burgos, on the
twenty-third day of the month of April, in the
year of the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ,
1497.
" I rae King. I TaE QuEEN.

I, Perdinand Alvares de Toledo, secretary
" of the King and of the Queen, our Lords, have
had this written. Granted. Rodericas Doctor.
Registered, Alonso Peres. Ferdinand Dias,
Chancellor.

H2

pbBiIG8E
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Don Ferdinand and Donna Isabella, by the
grace of God, King and Queen of Castile, &c.
...... To the corregidors, alcaldes, bailiffs,
magistrates, knights, esquires, and good men
of our cities of Seville and Cadiz, and of the
towns, villages, and ports of their archbishopric
and bishopric; and to our farmers of taxes,
market-stewards, officers of the duties, cus-
toms, and tithes, and to all other persons who
have or shall have the charge of collecting and
remitting- in rents, money, or in any other way
whatsoever, the produce of the duties, customs,
imposts, and admiralty fees of the said cities
and towns, and to each of you, health and grace.
Know ye that for the population of the islands
and main-land discovered and placed under our
dominion, and that shall be discovered in the

.ocean in-the parts of the Indies, it will be ne-

cessary to import from thence, in order.to be
sold, in these our kingdoms, various merchan-
dise and other articles, and from hence to ex-

‘port to the Indies victuals, and other provisions

and articles, and for the traffic of the said Indies,

-and for other things, that are or shall be neces-
-sary for.the maintenance and provisioning of the

persons who are there or who are to live there,
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and for their habitations and fields. And as it
is our will and pleasure that no duty whatso-
ever shall be paid upon any articles that are
thus imported from the said Indies into these-
our kingdoms, they shall be landed freely ; and
on unloading no duty shall be paid of entry, or,
customs, or port-dues, or admiralty fees, or any-
other duty, or any tax upon the first sale that
may be made of them ; and in like manner that
those who shall purchase any thing to send or
take with them to the foresaid Indies, for their
own provision and maintenance, or that of the
people who are settled there, shall not pay any
duty of entry, or customs, or port-dues, or.
admiralty fees, or other duty for their loading.
For this reason we order this our letter to be
delivered to you, by which we command all
and each of you, that whenever merchandise
of any kind whatsoever shall be imported from
the foresaid Indies, and landed in these our
ports, as long as such shall be our will and
pleasure, ye permit such goods thus imported
to be landed freely, without exacting the great
or .small duties of entry, customs, port-dues,
admiralty-fees, or duty of any kind, or tax upon
the first sale that may be made of such goods,
that shall thus be imported from the Indies;
upon shewing you a certificate signed by Don
Christopher Columbus, our Admiral of the fore-
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said Indies, or by the person who may liave
received such power from him, and by the per-
son or persons, acting for Us, or for our chief
accountants in our name in the Indies, that such
goods were shipped in the said Indies for these
our.-kingdoms. And in like manner you will
permit freely to be loaded, during the time that
it shall be our will and pleasure, whatever arti-
cles may be exported to the said Indies for the
provisioning and maintenance of the exporters
and of the people who shall be there, without
demanding or taking the great or small duties
of entry, customs, port-dues, admiralty fees, or
any other duty whatsoever. And thus do and
perform, upon there being presented to you a
letter signed by the said Don Christopher Co-
lumbus, admiral of the aforesaid Indies, or by
whoever may have the power from him, and
by the person or persons, who for Us, and for
our chief accountants, in our names, may be in
the city of Cadiz to attend to the affairs of the
foresaid Indies. And if any persons shall land
the said goods coming from the Indies, without
presenting the said certificate of the above-
mentioned admiral, or of the person acting for
him, and of the person or persons, acting for
Us, and for our chief accountants in the fore-
said Indies, shewing that those goods were
shipped from them for these our kingdoms; or
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if any ome from thése our kingdoms shall em-
bark goods for the foresaid Indies, without pro-
ducing the certificate of the raid admiral, or of
the person acting for him, and of the person or
persons acting for Us and for our said chief
accountants in the foresaid city of Cadiz, ex-
pressing -that. such goods are shipped and ex-
ported for the said Indies, they shall be and
are thereby forfeited ; and We hereby give power
and authority to the person, or persons, who for
Us, and for our said chief acceuntants, are and
shall be appointed to the foresaid charge in the
said city of Cadiz, or to the person whom the
said admiral in like manner appoints or may
appoint there, to seize such merchandise and
other articles imported from the said Indies, or
. shipped for them, without producing the said
certificate signed in the manner, that has been
expressed, and to keep them in deposit, until
we order what in justice and according to our
will and pleasure is to be done with them.
And moreover we command the said lieuten-
ants ‘and efficers to cause securities to be given
to them, that whatever shall be shipped in such
mahner-to be exported to the Indies, shall be
exported to them, and not to any other part
whatsoever ; and the officers of the said Indies
shall likewise cause to be given to them secu-
rity, that the goods shipped in the Indies shall
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be landed in these.our kingdoms, and not else-~
where; and with them they shall preseat them-

selves in the said city of Cadiz, before the

officers, acting there for Us, and for the said
admiral of the Indies, in order that no fraud or
deception whatever may take place. And we
command you, our foresaid tribunals, to per-
form and execute, and to cause to be performed
and executed, the contents of this our letter,
as long as it shall be our will and pleasure ; as
has been said. And in order that the above-
mentioned particulars may come to the know-
ledge of all, and that nobody may pretend ig-
norance of them; we order this our letter to
be  published in the squares, markets, and
other customary places of the aforesaid cities
of Seville and Cadiz, and of the ports of that
district. And we command our chief account-
ants to take a copy thereof, and to place -and
insert it in our boeks, and after writing < this
is the original letter” upon the back of it, te
return our said letter to the said Don Christo-
pher Columbus, our admiral of the Indies; and
that in all the contracts which shall be made
from this time, as long as it is our will and
pleasure, of our duties on entry, first sale, port-
dues, customs, and our other duties, an excep-
tion .be inserted of the .contents of this . our
"letter; and-all of you. act net, nor let -others
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act -otherwise in any manner, under penalty,
&c. (as in the preceding fetters.) :

Given in the city of Burgos, on the sixth day
of the month of May, in the year of the natmty
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 1497.

I e Kine. 1 THE QuUEEN.

I, Ferdinand Alvares, secretary of the King
.and of the Queen, our Lords, have had this writ+
ten by their order. Granted, Rodericus Doctor.
Registered, Alonso Peres. Ferdinand Dias;
Chancellor.

Corregidors, alcaldes, bailiffs, magistrates,
knights, esquires, officers, and good men of the
cities of Seville and - Cadiz, and of the towns;
villages, and ports ‘of their archbishopric and
bishopric; and to our farmers and receivers of
taxes, harbour amd custom-house officers, tithe-
gatherers and other persons referred to in this
letter of the King and of the Queen our Lords,
written on the other side: see this letter of
their Highnesses, and execute it in all and
through all, according to, and in the manner
and form contained in it, and as their High-
nesses command : and be it understood, that
all persons bringing goods from Andalusia, or
from any other port whatsoever, to enjoy the
foresaid franchise for the foresaid Indies; must
give security, that they wilbproduce the certi-
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ficate of the said admiral, or of the persan who
supplies his place, and of the person whom theit
Highnesses, or their foresaid chief accountants,
may have appointed for that purpose; and in
like manner the licences and certificates that
are to be carried to the Indies, or brought from
them, of the goods that shall be carried to, or
brought from thence, must be certified by the
said admiral, or by him who supplies his place,
and by the person appointed by their High-
nesses, and their chief accountants; by both of
them, and not by one without the other. "And
likewise let it be understood, that for the things
contained in this letter, the farmers and chief
receivers of taxes, custom-house officers and
other persons, who have or may have the charge
of collecting, and receiving the revenues be-
longing to us in the said archbishopric of Seville,
and bishopric of Cadiz, for the present year, or
henceforward in any future year, as long as it is
the will of their Highnesses it should last, are
not to receive on account either money, or any
‘other thing ; and let them strictly observe the
contents of this letter; and although it says
that the abovesaid franchise is to be observed
from the present year, it is understood that it
i8 to be observed from the first day of January
of the following year 98, and from that time
forward, as has been said, and' not before.
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Mayor : Joan Lopes. Fernand Gomes. Juan
Hurtado. Montoro Luys Peres. .Pedro de
Arbolancha.

DOCUMENT XIL.

Don Ferdinand and Donna Isabella, by the
grace of God, King and Queen of Castile, &c.
..... To the members of our council, auditors
of our chamber, alcaldes, and bailiffs of our
bousehold, court and chancery, and to all the
councils and tribunals, magistrates, knights,
esquires, officers, and good men of all the cities,
towns, and places of our kingdoms and domi-
. nions, royal, abbatial, and free municipalities,
and all other persons whatsoever, our vassals,
subjects and natives, to whom the contents of
this our letter refer and belong; and to each,
and to every one of you, to whom this our letter
may be presented, or the copy of it, signed by
a public scrivener, health and grace. Know
ye that we have ordered Don Christopher Co-
lumbus, our admiral of the ocean, to return
to the island of Hispaniola, and to the other
islands and main-land, which are in the above-
said Indies, and attend to the conversion and
population of the same; because that would
redound to the service of our Lord God, extend
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His Holy Faith, and enlarge our kingdoms and
dominions. We have therefore ordered the
equipment of -certain vessels and caravels, in
which are embarked certain persons receiving
pay for a supulated penod and victuals and
provisions for the same. And whereas such
people are not sufficient to form a colony, such
as it behoves for the service of God, and our
service, unless other persons go to dwe]l, live
" and serve there at their own expense; and We
wishing to provide therefore, as well as to what
concerns the said conversion and population,
as to shew mercy and compassion to our sub-
jects and natives, command this our letter upon
this subject to be given. By which, of our own
motion and certain knowledge, we will and
ordain that all and every person, men and wo-
men, our subjects and natives, who may have
committed, up to the day of the publication of
this our letter, any murders and offences, and
other crimes of whatever nature and quality
they may be, (except those of heresy, lese
majestatis, perducllionis, treason, disloyalty, cer-
tain death, or effected by fire or dagger, coin-
ing, sodomy, or carrying out of our kingdoms
money, gold, silver, or other articles forbidden
by us,) who shall go and serve in person in the
island of Hispaniola, and shall serve in it at
their own expense, and in those things which
the said admiral shall command and specify to



DOCUMENT XII. 109

them on our part; namely, those who have in-
curred the punishment of death, for two years,
and those who have incurred any other punish-
ment, although it may be the loss of a limb, for
one year;.shall receive a pardon for every crime
and misdeed, of whatsoever nature, quality, or
gravity it may be, which they may have done
or committed up to the day of the publication
of this our letter, excepting the cases above-
mentioned ; whoéver shall present themselves
before the said Don Christopher Columbus,
our. Admnml of ‘the ocean, before a public scri-
vener, from the day of the date of this our letter, .
until the end of the month of September next
following, in order that they may go with the
said admiral to the foresaid island of Hispaniola, .
and to the other jslands and main-land of the
foresaid Indies, and serve in them for the whole
of the said period, in whatever the said admiral
shall command them for our service, as has
been said ; and, thus presented, shall go to the
islands and main-land aforesaid, and shall re-
main there continually in the said service, for
all the foresaid time, and shall bring with him
letters-patent subscribed by the said Admiral,
and sealed by a public scrivener, certifying that
the said delinquents have served in the said
islands, or in any of them, for the said time,
shall be pardoned. And by the present, of our
own motion and certain knowledge, we pardon
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them all the above-mentioned crimes, that they
may have done and committed up to the day
of the publication of this our letter, as has been
said; and from the said day they shall not-in
future be arraigned for the foresaid erimes, nor
for any of them, nor be proceeded against, nor
shall our tribunals proceed against them, nor
their goods criininally, nor in any civil or cri-
minal pemalty, at the suit of any party, or of our
treasury, or in any manner whatever; nor shall
execution against them or their goods take place
of any judgments that are or have been given
against them, which judgments We by this our
letter revoke, and declare as null and void,
- when the said service is terminated. And we
. command the said Admiral of the Indies, and
whatever other person may be acting for Us in
the foresaid Indies, to let all such go freely,
who shall have thus served their appointed
time, according to the tenor of this our letter,
and not to detain them in any manner whatso-
ever. And by this our letter it is ordered that
our councillors and the auditors of our chamber,
the alcaldes of our court and chancery, and all
governors, and other magistrates of any kind
whatsoever, of all the cities, towns, and places
of our kingdoms and dominions, observe and
execute and cause to be observed and executed
in all and through all, this our letter of pardon
and remission, and the contents of it, and every
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part of the same, as is expressed i it; and
in observing and executimg it, net to proceed
ageinst such persons who may thus have served
in the abovesaid Indies, for any crime which
they may have done and comumitted, with the
exceptions before mentioned ; at the suit of any
party, or of our treasury, or in any manner
whatsoever, or grant execution against the said
.persons, or their goods, on account of such
crimes; ang if any process should have already
been issued against them, or judgments given,
we revoke and declare them null; the which
.by the present, of our said certain knowledge,
We revoke, annul, and declare of no effect;
and re-establish the said delinquents in their
former good fame, apd in the state in which
they were, before they had done-and commit-
ted the aforesaid crimes. And in order that
all these things may be publicly known, and
that no one may pretend ignorance of them, we
command them to be publicly proclaimed in the
squares, markets and other customary places:
and let none of you contravene them in any
manner whatsoever, under the penalty, &c.
..... (as in the other documents.) '

Given in the town of Medina del Canipo, on
the twenty-second day of the month of June,
in the year of the nativity of our Saviour Jesus
Christ, 1497.

I Tax King. I THE QuUEEN.
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I, Ferdinand Alvares de Toledo, Secretary

of the King and of the Queen, our Lords, have
had this written by their command. Granted,
Rodericus Doctor. Registered, Doctor Fer-
nando Dias, Chancellor.

DOCUMENT XIII.

Don Ferdinand and Donna Isabella, by the
grace -of God, King and Queen of Castile, &c.
....To all the magistrates, assistants, alcaldes,
‘bailiffs, and other officers of justice, whoever
_ they may be, of all the cities, towns, and places
of our kingdoms, to whom this our letter, or a
copy of it, signed by a public scrivener, shall
be presented, health and grace: Know ye that
We have commanded Don Christopher Colum-
-bus, our Admiral of the Indies in the ocean, to
-return to the island of Hispaniola, and to the
other islands and main-land, which are in the
said Indies, in order to attend to their popula-
tion; and for that purpose have ordered that
‘there be given to him a certain number of peo-
ple paid for a.certain time, and provisions and
sustenance for them. But these people not being
sufficient for the said population, as is requisite
for the service of God, and: our service, unless



DOCUMENT XIII. 113

other persons go there, to remain, live, and
serve at their own expence, We are pleased to
address this our letter to you and each of you,
for the above reason; by which we command
you, that at any and every time, that any per-
son, or persons, either men or women, of our
kingdoms, may have committed, or shall com-
mit, any crime or crimes, for which they may,
or ought to be banished, according to the laws
of our kingdoms, to any island, or to labour
and serve in the mines, you will condemn them
to go and serve in the said istand of Hispaniola,
in those things which our foresaid Admiral of
the Indies shall command them for the time
should have remained in the said island, and in
the works of the mines; and in like manner all
other persons whose crimes have not mede
them liable to the punishment of death, but
such as may be justly punished by banishment
in the said Indies, you shall condemn and
banish them according to the nature of their
crimes to the said island of Hispaniola, to re-
main there and .to perform whatever the said
Admiral shall impose upon them for such time
as may appear proper to you: and those, whom
up to the present time you have condemned, or
whom you may hereafter condemn to be sent
to -the said islands,.and whem you find impri-
soned, you must send. as prisoners and under a
I



114 DOCUMENTY XIIl:

good escort, to one of our prisons of - our tribn-
- mals of Valladolid or Ciudad Real; or to the
royel prison of Seville; and they who escort
them to the said prisons, must deliver them
over to our alcaldes of the same; and such as
shall be comducted to the prison of Seville
must be delivered to our governor. of the same,
at.the expence of such criminals, should they
possess any property, and in case of not'having
sny, the. expences must be paid-ous of the
monies-of the fines of our chamber. And we
command our foresaid tribumals to act coms
formably to what is here ordered; and the
councils of all the cities, towns, and villages of
our kingdoms, to offer .upon this head all the
assistance which they may stand in need of:
and if any other persons may have committed,
or shall commit crimes, for which they are to
be banished out of our foresaid kingdoms, they
must be confined in the said island according
‘to the following mianner. Those who.are con-
demned to perpetual banishment from our said

kingdoms, you will confine in'the said island
for ten years; and those who may be condemned
to be banished from our kingdoms for a limited
time, must be confined to the said island for half
the time they would remain banished from our
kingdoms. And none of you act, or let othera
act, to the contrary in any way whatsoever,
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under the penalty, &c...... Given in the
town of Medina del Campo, the twenty-second
day of the mionth of June, in the year of: the
nativity of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 1497.

T e Kineg. I THE QUEEN.

. I, Fernando Alvares de Toledo, Secretary of
the King and of the Queen, our Lords, have
had this written by their command. Don Al-
varo. Granted, Rodericus Doctor. Registered,
Doctor. Fernando Dias, Chancellor. ’

DOCUMENT XIV.

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

Counrt de Cifuentes, our
great Standard-bearer; and Gevernor of ‘the
city of Beville: We have dispatehed an-order |
to the tribunals of: owr kingdems, that ald'per-
sons who are to'be, and shall be banished to

 the: islarids, or owt: of our kingdems, shall-beé

- banished-to the island of Hispaniola, and: shall

be sent' t0° our: prison: of! Seville. Whereforé

we order you, that at-any and-every time when

such are sent to- you, condemmed:by otr presi-
12
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dents, auditors, and alcaldes of our tribunals of
Valladolid and Ciudad-Real, and by any other.
corregidors and judges of our said kingdoms, to
receive and keep them in prison in safe guard,
until you have delivered them up to our Ad-
miral of the Indies in the Ocean, or, in his
absence, to the person appointed by us to.
superintend the affairs of the abovesaid Indies;.
and to the person whom the said Admiral may
have placed there in his stead, who shall de-
mand the criminals of you when the vessels are
ready to depart on their voyage to the said In-
dies; at which time you will deliver and consign
them over to them on board the said vessels in
the said city of Seville, or inthe city of Cadiz,
in that, where the said vessels shall be ready
to depart, prisoners and well guarded, in the
presence of a-scrivener and witnesses, taking: a
receipt and bond from the masters of such ves-
sels that they will transport them prisoners and
well guarded until they have delivered them
" over into the hands of the said Admiral, or to
the person appointed by him to receive them in
the said island of Hispaniola; and that they
will bring back a- certificate and testimonial,
that they transported, consigned over, and left
them ixt the aforesaid island. And the expense
that shall be incurred, until they are put on
board the said vessels, you will cause:to be
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-liquidated snd paid out of the property of the
.said . ¢riminals; and should they not possess
any, you will cause it to be liquidated and paid
out of our monies, with the fines of our cham-
ber; and act not otherwise. Done in the town
of ‘Medina del Campo, on the twenty-second
.day of the month of June, in the year ninety-
8€VeN, . . .
' I e Kine. I ™aE QUEEN. .
By command of the King and of the Queen. .
FEBNAND ALVARES.

DOCUMENT XV.

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

b For the population
of the islands and main-land discovered in the
ocean, and to transport provisions to the per-
sons who are there, or shall be there, and to
discover other lands, and thence obtain any
merchandise that may be found there, it will be
necessary to freight certain vessels, caravels, and

* The name of the officer to whom this letter is addressed
¥ not menticned in the original.
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other shipping ; dnd as the masters and:owners
-of -them might perhaps refuse :to freight them,
‘or.demand a higher freight than is- customary
-and just, which would be to our disadvantage,
and a detriment and hindrance of the voyages,
‘which are to be made to the said Indies; there-
fore We .charge and command you, that when
our said Admiral of the Indies cannot meet
with the necessary.ships, ar finding them they
will not go with him, and he ghall demand of
you .some vessels, caravels, and other shipping
for such voyages, you shall inspect the vessels
and shipping that may be necessary for him,
and agree with their owners, to freight them to
him at such prices, as may appear to you rea-
sonable, at which they may justly be freighted
to him; and take care that the masters and
pilots go in the said vessels ; the whole with the
smallest detriment possible to the parties: for
by .the present we grant you inthis full power.
Done in the town of Medina del Campo, on the
twenty-second day of the month of June, one
thausand.four hundred and ninety-seven.
I.mue Kive. I THE QUEEN.
By command .of the King and of the Queen.
FERNAND ALVARES.
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DOCUMENT XVI.

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

. ArcaLpes of exportation
and contraband, tithes, port-dues, and .guards
of the Archbishopric of Seville, and of the
Bishopric of Cadiz, and to each of you: We
command you to allow and permit Don Chris-
topher Columbus, our Admiral of the Indies, or
the persen whom he shall send with a letter
subscribed with his name, to take freely and
load on shipboard five hundred and fifty bushels
of wheat, and fifty bushels ‘of barley from the
stores which we hold in the said archbishopric,
of the thirds belonging to us; for the supplying
and provisioning the islands of the Indies,
Which quantities here expressed, you will
allow him to draw out within the five next fol-

lowing months, reckoning from the day of the

date of this our grant, as often as he may chuse
to apply for them within the said term; upon
condition that on every exportation he registers
before an alcalde, and two others of you, and
one scrivener, on the back of this our grant, the
quantity he takes; in order that he may not
take more than the said five hundred and fifty
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bushels of wheat, and fifty of barley. Upon
which provisions we command you not to de-
mand, or levy any duty of exportation; it being
our will and pleasure that he should not pay it;
because the said provisions are ours, and we
have them exported for our service; which we
command you thus to do and fulfil, without
offering any impediment or opposition what-
soever. And ‘act not otherwise under the pe-
- nalty of our displeasure, and of ten.thousand
mi's for our chamber and exchequer upon any
one who may act to the contrary. Done in the
town of Medina del Campo, on the twenty-
second day of the month of June, in the year
ninety-seven.
I TuE KiNng. I THE QUEEN.
By command of the King and of the Queen.
FEaNaND ALvagEs. Granted.

DOCUMENT XVIIL.

FerpINAND of Soria, Lieutenant of our High
Admiral of Castile: We command you to give
and cause to be given to Don Christopher
Columbus, our Admiral of the ocean, a copy
legally authenticated of whatsoever letters of
grace, privilege, and confirmations, which are
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in possession of the said High Admiral of Cas-
tile, relative to the said charge:and office of
Admiral, from which he, and his deputies, may
know and ascertain the rights and other things
appertaining to him in the said charge; because
we have granted the favour to the said Don
‘Christophier Columbus, to have and enjoy the
graces, honours, prerogatives, liberties, rights,
and salaries, in the Admiralty of the Indies,
which our said High Admiral of Castilé has, -
holds, and enjoys. The which do and perform
as soon as you shall be required by this our
Jetter, without interposing any excuse or delay
whatsoever. And if you do not act and per
form thus, we command our governor and the
other magistrates of the city of Seville, to con-
strain and force you thus to act and perform.
Done in the eity of Burgos, on the twenty-
third day of the month of April, .in the year
‘ninety-seven.
I tae Kineg. I TrE QuEEN.
By command of the King and of the Queen.
FerNaNDO ALvares.
Granted.
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-DOCUMENT XVIH.

———

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

By the present we grant
Jicenee and .authority to you, Don Christopher
Columbsus, our Admiral of the Ocean, to be
able to take, and you may take into payto the
aumber of three hundred and thirty persons,
in order that they may dwell in the Indies,
in the offices -and classes following: forty ar-
quebusiers, 2 hundred persons as soldiers and
labourers, thirty mariners, thirty midshipmen,
{wenty . gold-workers, - fifty husbandmen, ten
gardeners, twenty officers of all deseriptions,
thirty women : which -make in all:the foresaid
-three hundred and thirty persons ; to whom yon
shall cause pay to be given, according to the
instructions respecting them we command to be
given. to you. And.if among any of .the afore-
said efices or people it may be necessary to
make a change, by increasing the number of
some, and diminishing that of others, you are
at liberty to do it, as you will see and judge
consonant with our privilege: upon condition,
however, that in all they be three hundred and
thirty, and no more. Done in the city of
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Bargos,.on the twenty«third day -of -April, in

the year :1497.
-1 rae Kine, ImRe er o
. By commnd of the King and of -the:Queen.
: FraxanDp ALvanss.
.Granted.

DOCUMENT XIX.

YHE KING AND THE QUEEN.

...... Our Tyessurer of
the Royal property, and of effects. appertaining
to Us of the islands and main-land newly disco-
vered, and plated under our dominion, in the
ocean in the parts of the Indies; We command
you, -with the gold, merchandise, and other
articles, which shall be obtained in the foresaid
Indies, to give and pay to the persons, entitled
to receive from Us, any.salary, or pay, or other
monies, which they may have to receive for the
freight of the vessels, and sailors, and for other
things necessary for the habitation and popula-
tion of the people now there, or who are about
to go to.the:said Indies, for pay and salary, and
the.pegple who may have served -us iin -time
past, whatever is due to them, aocording es.you
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shall see from the muster-rolls, draughts, and
orders, signed with the names of .Don Christo-
pher Columbus, our Admiral, Viceroy, and
Governor of the abovesaid Indies, or of his
lieutenant, and of the officers of our chief ac-
countants, who are or shall be in the foresaid
Indies. With which receipts and rolls, and
with the present letters of payment, we com-
mand that there be recejved for you in account
the said monies, which the said Admiral and
officers shall thus release ; and give and pay as -
has been said, nor do ye otherwise. Done in
the city of Burgos, on the twenty-third day of
the month of April, in the year one thousand
_four hundred and ninety-seven.
I Tae Kive. I THE QUEEN.
By command of the King and of the Queen.
FERNAND ALVARES.

Gmtﬁda..

DOCUMENT XX.

———

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

To our chief Accountants,
and their lieutenants and officers: Don Chtis-
topher Columbus, our Admiral of the Ocean,
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has represented to us that he has lent, and lends
to several persons who are ih the Indies certain
sums of money, which he says are to be repaid
to him out of the pay and provisions which the
said persons are to receive from Us; and he
has supplicated us that you do pay to him the
sxid momies out of those which such persons
are to receive from Us. Wherefore We com-
mand you that upon the said Admiral, or who-
ever may have the power from him, shewing
you, in & valid and legal form, that such monies
are due to him from such persons, you cause
them to be reimbursed to him by our Treasurer
of the said Indies, or by his deputy, in order
that they may pay him with what they were to
give and pay to the same persons who have
thus contracted debts with the said Admiral.
Done in Burgos, on the ninth day of May, in
the year ninety-seven.
I raz Kine. I THE QUEEN.
By command of the King and of the Queen.
FERNAND ALVARES.
Granted.
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" DOCUMENT XXL

THE KING AND THE: QUEEN.

Bt the present we give-
authority and licence to:you, Don'Christopher
Columbus, our Admiral of the ocean; that:
whenever you:judge it necessary for our service. .
to. take: a. greater number of persons than those
whoi? we. now command . to. go. and establish
themselves:in the. Indies, youw may take and
kioep to:the vember of five handred persons in.
al), at-whettime,; amdiin what manner, mey ap- -
pear: most saitable to; you: upon comdition,
however, that thie pay and provisions which
such persons, whom you may.add, areto.re-
ceive, be paid to them by some merchandise,
or other-articlés of value, that shall be meet with
in:the" foresaid . Indies;: without - our. ordermg
provisiott’' to be made otherwise. Done in the
city:of Burgos, the twenty-third day of April,
1497.

I rae Kina. - I THE QUEEN.
By command of the ng and of the Queen.
FERNAND ALVARES.
Granted.
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DOCUMENT XXIH.

——

THE KING AND THE QUREN. \
Dow Ferdinand and Doma

Isabella, by the grace of God, King aad Queen
of Castile, &c. . .. .. Memorials having-been

presented to us-from some persons: who are.es-
tablished; and from others. who are desivous of
establishing themaelves, in the island. of His-
peniola, in order that we might command that
there be given and assigned to. them, in the
said island, lands, in which they could-sow
corn and other seeds, and plaiit gardens, cotton,
flax, vines, trees, sugar-caues, and:other planta,
make and construct houses, mills and machines
for the said sugar, and other useful and neces-
sary buildings to live in, which is for our ser-
vice, and likewise far the welfare and utility of
the inhabitants -of the said island; therefore by
the preeent we give: licence and authority to
you, Don. Christopher Columbus,. our Admiral
of ‘the ocean, and our Viceroy and Governor in-
the said. island, that you may give and distri-
bute in all parts of it; and that you do give and.
distribute to thase persons, and to each of
them, who now live. and dwell in the said
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island, and to those who henceforward may
come to live and dwell there, the lands, moun-
tains and waters, which you shall see proper
to be given and distributed to each of them,
according to his situation, and the nature of his
services, and the condition and quality of the
person and his existence, fixing the boundaries
to each to whom you shall have made such
gift and distribution; in order that he may
have, hold and possess them for his own, and
as his own, and may make use of them, plant
and cultivate them, and draw profit from them;
with the power of being able to sell, give,
bestow, exchange, alienate, and make of them,
and with them, whatever he likes and judges
. proper, .as of a thing of his own, for life, and
wnth just and right title; the said persons,
however,. obliging themselves to keep .and
maintain a dwelling, with an inhabited house,
in the said island of Hispaniola, for the four
next following years, reckoning from the day
on which you shall give and distribute to
them the said lands and effects, and that they
shall build bhouses in the said island, and
plent the said vineyards and gardens, in the
manner and quantity -that you may judge re-
quisite. ‘Upon condition that in the ‘lands,
mountains and waters, which you shall thus
give and distribute; the said persons must not,
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anid shall not, have aiiy civil or criminal jurisdic-
tion,: nor any habitation with. plantations,  or
pasture land, which is not inclosed with a.high
earthen wall; and all beyond the walls, after
the harvest has been gathered in, shall be a
‘common pasturage for all. In like manner we
reserve to Ourselves the brasil-wood, and all
gold and silver metals, and every other metal,
that may be found in the said lands; and we
will likewise, that those persons, to whom you
shall give and portion the above-mentioned
lands, :shall not be permitted in them, orin any
pert of them, to load or unload metals, brasil-
wood, or any other thing whatsoever belonging
to Us, and which by our command is to be
loaden and unloaden. And that they only may
sow, gather, take away, and enjoy the fruits,
corn, grain, seeds, trees, vines and cotton plan-
tations, which in the abovesaid lands they shall
sow, and gather, as has been said. And we
will and command that the lands, which you
shall give and distribute in the above-mentioned
manner, by no other person whatsoever,, be
taken or occupied, or sequestration or any im-
pediment whatsoever be placed upon them, or
any part of them; but be held and possessed
freely, and used and enjoyed by-the persons to
whom you have given them, accerding to-the
tenor of thisourlétter. And letnone act'to the
K
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contrary in any manner whatsoeever, uhdér the
penalty of our displeasure, and of ten thousand
maravedis for our chamber, upoh every ome who
may act to the contrary. Given in the tovn of
Medina del Campo, the twenty-decend dhy of
the meoath of July, in the year of the nativity of
our Saviour Jesus Christ, one thousand fear
lutvdred and ninety-seven.

Yot Kiws, 1 rae Qoesk: -

I Juan della Parin, Secretaty of the King
and of the Queen, our Lords, have had this
writtén by their orders. And on the back of
thee said Jetter was written: Granted, Rodéricus
Doctor: Fernand Ortis, Pro-Chancellor. Re-
gistered, Doctor.

POCUMENT XXIL

THB KING AND THE QUEEN.

Do~ Ferdinand and Donna
Isabella, by the grace of God, King and Quesn
of Castile, &c. It being the peculiar duty of
sovereigns and princes to honour and elevate,
aud to bestow graces and faveurs wpon their
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nutive and other subjects, and especially upon
those who have truly and faithfully served
them; We having seen and taken into consider-
ation the many great and faithful services which
you, Don Bartholomew Columbus, brother of
Don Christopher, our Admiral of the ocean,
and Viceroy and Governor of the islands newly
discovered in the Indies, have rendered, and do
render to Us every day, and which we trust
you will render to Us henceforward; it has ap-
peaved well to Us, and it is dur will and plea-
sure, that from this time henceforward you

style and entitle yourself, Prefect of the fore- -

said Indies; and that you may use, exercise
and perform in the said islands, and in each
of them, all the functions which the other pre-
fecta of our foresaid kingdoms can perform)
and that you have and enjoy, and that there be
meaintained to you, all the honours, graees,
favours, pre-eminences and prevogatives, that
are due, and should be made and . ., according

to the laws promulgated by Us in the Cortes of .

Toledo, and the other laws of vur kingdoms,
to the other prefeets of our said kingdoms,

a8 well within their prefectures as without -

them. And by this our letter, or by a copy of

it, signed by a public serivener, we command

the most fllustrious Prince Don John, our most

dearly beloved som, and the Infants, prelates,
K 2
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Aukes, marquises; counts, prefects and grandees,
masters of orders, priors, commanders and subs
commanders, and our councillors, and the audi-
tors of our chamber, alcaldes, bailiffs and- all
other judges whatever, of our household, court
and chancery, and all the councils, tribunals,
régents, knights, esquires, officers and good
men of the cities, towns and places of aur fore,
said kingdoms and dominions, and our said Ad-
miral, Viceroy and Governor of the said islands,
and the inhabitants of the colony, and other
people and inhabitants who dwell there, or
shall dwell there, permanently, or in any other
manner whatever, that now and henceforward
they entitle and call; and have and hold you as
Prefect of the said islands and main-land, and
preserve, and cause to be preserved to you, all
thesaid honoursand pre-eminences, prerogatives
and immunities, which, according to the said
laws, ought to be preserved to you; and that
they pay, and cause to be paid to you the fees
and emoluments annexed and belonging to the
said office of our Prefect, fully and completely
as not to be diminished in any part whatsoever.
Wherefore We, by this our letter, create and
make you Prefect of the said islands and main-
land which have recently been found and dis-
covered in the Indies; and we receive and hold
you as received 'into. the said .office, and, into’
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‘the use and exercise of it. .- And we command
that neither in it, or in any part of it, there be
‘placed, or permitted to be placed, any obstacle

‘or impediment whatsoever. And if, of what has

‘been said, you shall request our letter of privi-
lege, we command our chancellor and notaries,
and other officers who are in our office of the
seals, to seal, give and deliver it to you. And
let no one act otherwise, under the penalty of
our displeasure, and of ten thousand maravedis
for our chamber, upon any one who should act
to the contrary. And moreover we command
the person who shall shew them this letter, to
-cite them to appear before Us, in our courts,
‘wherever we may be, within the fifteen nesit
‘following days from the day of the citation,
under- the aforesaid penalty. Under which we
command every public scrivener whatever, who
may be called upon for that purpose, that after
having shewn to them the citation, he send to
us a writing, signed with his signature, in order
that We may know how our commands are
executed. :
Given in the town of Medina del Campo, the
.twenty-second day of July, in the year of the
- nativity of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 1497.

I tae Kine. I rHE QUEEN.

I Juan della Parra, Secretary of the King
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and of the Queen, our Lords, have had this
written by their orders. And on the back of
the said letter was written: Granted, Rode-
ricus Doctor. Ferdinand Ortis, Pre-Chancel-
lor. Registered, Doctor,

DOCUMENT XXIV.

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

1

By the present we give
licence and suthority to you, Don Christopher
Columbus, our Admiral of the ocean, and our
Councillor, that you may pay, and do pay, to
the persons who have been, are, and may be
henceforward, (conformably to the instructions
which you received from Us respecting the
number of persons who are to reside in the said
Indies,) and to the owners and masters of
vessels who have tranéported, and shall trans-
port, provisions and other articles to the said
Indies, all the monies which are due to them,
or shall be due henceforward, of whatsoever
pay or provision and freight of shipping; what-
soever is to be paid here being first verified by
the Bishop of Badajos, and yourself; and what
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isto. he paid in the Indies, by yon and by the
deputy of our chief accouptamts, who resides
there; giving to- gach what is and shall be
justly due to him ; all which you will have to
pay, with whatever merchgmdise, and othez ar- -
- ticles mpy be met with in the foresaid Indies.
~ Provided always that the draft for payment you
may give them, be signed by the said deputy of
eyr chief aceountants, and entered in our books:
of which we give you full power.

Done in the town. of Aleala de Henargs; on
the twenty-third day of the month of December,
in the year ninety-seven.

. I mue King. 1 ™aE QuEEN.
By command of the King and of the Queen.,
FERNAND ALVARES.
Granted.

DOCUMENT XXV.

p—

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

. To the Reverend Father in
Christ, the Bishop of Badajos, and Don Chris-
topher Columbus, Admiral of the ocean, both of
you of our council: We have received your
letter; and in reply to what you say, that until
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Dow no step has been taken with respect to the
provisions which are to be sent to the Indies,
on account of your not finding any person who
will furnish them at the price which was fixed
upon them here in the instructions that you and
the said admiral carried with you; as they as-
sert that the said provisions bear a higher price,
than what was here fixed; and this being so,
We command and charge both of you tegether
to take information of, and seek out some trust-
worthy persons, who may purchase them, at a
price that may be just, and appear to you rea-
sonable to be given for them, having respect to
the quality of the said provisions : and if you do
not meet with such persons, take the steps. that
may appear best to you, that the departure of
you the aforesaid admiral may not be farther
delayed ; for which we grant you full power.
Done in the town of Alcala de Henares, on the
twenty-third day of the month of December, in
the year ninety-seven.
ItaE Kine. = 1 THE QUEEN.
By commend of the King and of the Queen.-
FERNAND ALVARES.

And on the back is writen: Granted.
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DOCUMENT XXVL

Don Ferdinand and Donna Isabella, by the
grace of God, King and Queen of Castile, &c.
To you knights, esquires, officers, good men,
and‘all other persons of whatsoever stateand
condition you may be, who by our command
were, are, and shall be hereafter in the islands,
by our command discovered and to be disco-
vered in the ocean in the parts of the Indies,
and to all and every one of you, health and
grice. You well know, that Don Christopher
Columbus, our Admiral of the said Indies in
the said ocean, is our Viceroy and Governor of
them, in virtue of our letters of commission,
which for that purpose we ordered to be given,
“and have given to him. And it being our will
and pleasure that the said Admiral may hold
the said charge of our Viceroy and Governor,
and that he use and exercise it in the said
islands, and that you all do and fulfil whatever
he on our part shall command, and shall under-
stand to be consistent with this our privilege;
We command all and every one of you thus to
do and perform, and that all of you, in confor-
mity to his orders, do and perform whatever he
on our part shall command you, asif We in per-
sonr commahded you to do it, under the penal-
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ties that he shall impose, or command to be im-
posed upon. you om oux past, which by the.
present we impose upon you, and look upon as
imposed: to pwt them in execntion againet
sugh as shell act to the contrary, we gvant full
power to the said Admirgl Dom Christopher
Columbys, or to whoever he may invest with
pawer, and let none of you act coptrarywise in
any. manner, undey the pepalty of our disples-
sure, and of ten thousand maravedis for our
chamber on apy ane ‘who shall contravene it,
Given in. the city of Segovis, on the sixteenth
day of the month of August, in the year of the
pativity.of our Lord Jesus Christ, one thongand
fawr bupdred and pinety-four.

Itue Kiva. - I THE QUEEN,

L, Fernando Alvares, gecretary of the King
and of the Queen, our Lards, caused this ta be
written by their ordeys. Apgd on the back of
the said letter was written as follows : Granted,
Alapso Peres.  Perg Girs, Chancellar.

DOCUMENT XXVIL

Dovn Ferdinand and Donna Isabella, by the
grace of God, King and Queen of Castile, &s.
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To all and sundry captains, masters, owners,
mates, and sailors of vessels, caravels, and other
sloops, and to all other persons of whatseever
condition, who are our vassals, subjects, and
native subjects, to whom whatever is contained
in this our letter refers or may refer; and to all
apd every one of you, to whom thix our letter,
or the copy of it signed by 3 publiq scrivensy,
shall be presented, health and grace. Know
ye that we have commanded Don Christopber -
Columbus, our Admiral of the ocean, and ey
Viceroy and Governor of the islands and of the
main-land of the sald ocean in the parts of the
Indies, to go as our Captain, with certain ships,
caravels, and other sloops to the foresaid islands
and main-land, which in the said part of the
Indies hgve been discovered, and are to he dis-
ecoverod, Wherefore by the present we ceni~
mand all and each of you the foresaid masters,
captajns, owners, mates and crews of the seid
ships, caravels and other sloops, and ell the
crews that sail in them, and in every ope of
them, that you hold, and that they hold gs our
captain general of the said ships, sloops and
caravels, the foresaid Don Christopher Colum-
bus, our Admiral, Viceroy and Governgr of the
said ocean, and obey him, and hold him as our
Captain general; and do and perform, and put
into execution whatever by him on our part
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shall be ordered and commanded of you, and,
‘every thing, and every part of it, according
to, as, and in the form and manner, at the
time; and under the penalties that ‘he shall
order you on our part, without any hinderance
or delay whatsoever, as fully and completely,
as if We in person commanded you to do it;
because We by the present appoint him our
Cuptain- general of the said ships, caravels-and
‘other sloops, and confer upon him power and
authority to command and govern them as our
Captain general, and to execute upon the crews
of them whatever punishment they may have
. incurred by not fulfilling and obeying his com-
mands, as has been said. Moreover it is our
will and pleasure, that neither you our said
Captain general Don Christopher Columbus,
our Admiral and Viceroy and Governor, nor any
others of you, go to the Mines which' belong to
the most serene King of Portugal, our brother;
it being our will to observe, and cause to be ob-
served by our subjects and natives whatever we
have capitulated and agreed upon with the said
. King of Portugal, respecting the said mines.
All which we command you thus to do and per-
form under the penalty of our displeasure, and
of the confiscation of your property for our
chamber and treasury. Given in the city of
Barcelona, on the twenty-eighth day of ‘May,
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in the year of the nativity of our Lord Jesus
©hrist, one thousanhd four hundred and ninety-
three. -

i I e Ki1na. I rhE QUEEN.

I, Fernando Alvares de Toledo, secretary of
the King and of the Queen, our Lords, have had
this written by their command. And on the
back of the said paper was written :' Granted,
Rodericus Doctor. Registered, Alonso Peres.
Pero Girs, Chancellor.

DOCUMENT XXVIIIL

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

ForasmucH as in the powers,
which we ordered to be given, and did give
to you, Don Christopher Columbus, our Ad-
miral of the Indies and main-land discovered,
and to be discovered in the ocean in the parts
of the Indies, and our Viceroy and Governor of
the foresaid islands and main-land, it is de-
- clared that you shall grant the letters patent
and commissions that are to be made and dis-
patched to the foresaid Indies and main-land,
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in ¢ar name—for Don Ferdinand and Donna
Isabella, &¢.—~which must be sealed with our
seal, which for that purpose we ordered you to -
take with you; and as it may happen that you
may not be present in the foresaid Indies and
main-land, in consequence of its having been
settied that you should prosecute the discovery
of other islands und main-lnd, or that you may
bave other things to execute necessary for out
service, it may be reguisite to appoint some
other person in your place, who in your absence
may attend to and transact the affairs of the fore-
said islands and main-land ; and as such person
may not be able to attend to, nor provide for
the same by giving our said letters patent and
commissions in our name, without having power
and authority from Us for that purpose; for
these reasons by the present we give power and
authority to the person whom you shall nomi-
mate to reside in your absence in the said islands
and main-land, that he may despatch and ex-
. pedite the affaits and causes, that may happen
there, granting the said commissionsand letters
§h our wame, and sealing them with our seal, the
same as you yourself would be able to do when
present in the said islands und main-land, by
virtue of the nforesaid powers which you pos-
wess from Us.  In testimony of which we com-
wand the present to be given to you signed
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with g6r aames. Done in Barctlowa, on the
twelity-cighth day of May, in the year ninety-
I vuz KiNg. I rus Quain.
By comthand of the King and of the Queen,
‘ "FEaNAND ALVARES. -
A3l ufi the Back i written: Grantsil.

DOCUMENT XXIX.

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

As in the convention which
we ordered to be made with you, Don Christe-
pher Columbus, our Admiral of the ocean, and
our Viceroy and Governor of the islands and

main-land in the said ocean in the parts of the .

Indies, among other things it is specified, that
for the oflices of government which are to be
filled up in the said islands and main-land, you
are to nominate three persons for each office,
and that we shall nominate and appoint one of
the three to such office, and it being impossible
at present to observe the said convention, in
consequence of your approachimg departure for
the foresaid islands; We, being fully satisfied
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thiat you, our foresaid Admiral, Vicerqy and Go-
vernor, will faithfully appoint thereunto, and as
is suitable for our service, and the good govern- -
ment of- the said islands, by the present grant
you power and authority that you may (as ibng
as it shall be our will) appoint to the aforesaid
offices of the government, of the saigl islandsand
main-land, such persons, and for the time, and
in the form and manner, as shall be agreeable to
you ; and to those persons, who may be thus ap-
pointed by you, we grant:the powerand faculty
of executing the said offices according to, and
in the form and manner that shall be contained
in the commissions which you shaill give to
them for the said offices.

Done in the city of Barcelona, on the tweaty-
eighth day of May, in the year one thousand
four hundred and ninety-three.

I rnE Kina. I TE QUEEN.
By command of the King and of the Queen:
FERNAND ALVARES.
Granted.

DOCUMENT XXX.

Don Ferdinand, and Donna Isabella, by the
grace of God, King and Queen of Castile, &c.
WrEREAS you, Don Christopher Columbus, our
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Admniral, Viceroy and - Governer of the ocean,
have supplicated and beseeched us, as a favour,
to grant to you the power-and faculty. of form-
ing and establishing out of. your property, vas-
salages, revenues, and perpetual offices, one or
two majorats, in-order that there may remain
a perpetual memorial of you, and of your house
and race,-and for the honour of your descend-
ants: and we having seen this, and consider-
ing that it is an attribute especial to Kings and
Princes to honour and elevate their subjects
and natives, and those especially who truly and
faithfully serve them; and as by forming such
mgjorats honour is reflected upon the royal
crown of these our kingdems, which derive pro-
fit and utility from it; considering also the
many good, trusty, great and continual services
which you the foresaid Don Christopher Co-
lumbus, our Admiral, have rendered, and do
render us every day, more especially in disco-
vering and subjecting under our power and do-
minion ‘the islands and main-land which you
discovered in the said ocean, and above all, that
we hope, with the assistance of God our Lord,
that it will redound much te His service, and
our honour, and to the welfare and utility of
our kingdoms, confiding that the people of the
foresaid Indies will' be converted to our holy
catholic fajth, we are ‘pleased to accede to your
L
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request: and by this our letter, of o¥r owh do-
cord, certain knowledge, and royal gbsoluts
power, of which in this respect we will make
use, and do make use, as King and Queen and
Lords, who in temporal affairs acknowledge o
superior, we give you licence and authority, that
every time, and wheénever you wish, and it ap-
pears préper to you, #s well-during -your . life-
time by simple contract and- legacy, 4s by do-
nation inter vivos, as by your testament and. lnst
will, and by codicil, ér in any other manner
whatsoever, according to yéur will and ples-
sure, you may make, and constitute a majorat
or majorats, by means of one, two, or three in-
- struments, or by many, as dften as, and in the
manner you desire, or as may be agreeable to
you; and that you may make and constitute the
said majorat, or majorats, in favour of Don
Diego Columbus, your eldest legitimate som,
or of any of your children your heirs, whom
you now have, or may have from this time
henceforward; and in defect and failare of
children, in favour of one or two: of your
relations, or other persons, according to your
will and pleasure; and that you may make and
constitute it upon whatsoever subjeets, juris-
dictions, houses, lands, heritages, mills, and
rights, and whatever other Leritages arid effects,
and whatsoever offices, that you hold from Us
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de jure or inheritance : and that of all the fore-
said, and of each thing and part thereof, which
you now hold and possess, and belongs to you,
to have and possess until this time, and shall
have and possess henceforward: as well by
favour and donation, as by renunciation, pur-
chase, barter, exchange, and permutation, or
by whatsoever other titles, onerous, or lucra-
tive, or in any other manner whatsoever, or by
any cause or reason that may be: which said
majorat or majorats you may make and consti-
tute to your entire wish, and free will and dis-
"position; as also your foresaid goods and chat-
tels, entirely and fully without any diminution,
as well as any part or parts thereof, in order
that, inviolably, of your said goods and chattels,
tmd parts thereof, there may be made a majorat
in the said Don Diego Columbus your son, and
in your said children and descendants, in whom
you may wish to make or shall make the said
majorat, or majorats, with the conditions and
limitations, obligations, bonds and confirma-
fions, institutions and substitutions, modes,
rules, penalties, and submissions, which you
shall judge proper, and with whatsoever sta-
tute and devises, conditions and covenant, and
gccording to, and in the form and manner in
- which-you shall bind, devise, dispose, and sti-
pulate, by one or more instruments, as has been
L2
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said. All of which, and each thing, and part
thereof, considering it, as here expressed and
declared, as if it were here expressed and spe-
cified word for word, We now and hencefor-
ward of our said certain knowledge, proper
motion, and absolute royal power, of which in
this respect we will make use, and do make use,
praise, approve, confirm, and interpose in it,
and in every thing and part of it, our royal de-
cree and authority. And we command that it
be of avail to you, and be observed in all, and
in- every thing and part of it, inviolably, both
now and for ever; although it, and each thing
and part thereof, were against expresslaw, and
against all form and order of law; and were .
such and in such manner that it would be ne-
cessary to have it expressed and specially men-
tioned in this our letter; nor may it be compre-
hended under the generality there; and that it
be observed as fully and completely, as if our
approbation, licence, and command were signi-
fiéd to each thing, part, and particle thereof;

as, according to, and in the form that shall be
contained i in your said disposition, or dlSpOSl-
tions. And it is our will that all this be done
thus, notwithstanding your other cluldren

heirs, and your other relations and kinsmen de-
scendants, and collaterals, be aggrieved in their
portions and maintenances, that belong to them;
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and’that the said Don Diego Columbus your
sbn; and he, or they, upon whom you shall set-
tle ‘the said majorat or majorats, or legacy, or
augmentation, have, or may have a very great
and notable increase to what, in strict justice or
law; you could leave them in your testament
-and hist will, and give to them by donation

inder vivos, or in any other manner whatsoever..

And it is our will and pleasure, that the pro<
perty which you may thus include and establish
in your said majorat or majorats, shall be in-
alienable, and indivisible for ever and ever ;.and
that the person or persons in whose favour you
shall establish this majorat or majorats, or who,
according to your disposition, shall or may hayve
them, shall not be able .to sell, give, bestow,
alieniate, divide, separate, nor lose them for any
debt which he owes, or for any other reason,
cause, crime, misdeed or offence, they may
commit, excepting crimen lese majestatis, vel
perduellionis, or treason, or the crime of hetesy.

And this it is our will and pleasure shall be ob-

served, notwithstanding.the laws which pre-
scribe that majorats cannot be- established,
although they be made by virtue of any letters-
patent and rescripts whatsoever, granted for
that purpose; and notwithstanding likewise
whatsoever laws or ordinances, usages and cus-
toms, style and practice, either common or mu-
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nicipal, of the Kings, our predecessom, tiiene
are, or may be, contrary to thie foresaid; net-
withstanding also the laws which declare thdt
whatever is done to prejudice 4 third persess
or contrary to the good. usages and custotes
in which the party supposes that he shall hd
hurt or damnified, has no force; and the law
which says, that prohibitive rights cennot bé
revoked; and the laws which say, that letters-
petent given agminst law, justice and rights
ought to meet with obedience, but not execu~
tion, although they contain in themselves awny
derogative causes whatsoever, and other validi.
ties and notwithstandings; and the law which
says, that by the law of nature the protection
of parties is assured, dnd that this can mei.
ther be taken away nor revohed; and that the
laws and established rights cannot be tevolied
except by the Cortes; and in spite of any other
thing whatsoever, effect, quality, vigeur, or
mystery, there is, or may be -against the afore-
said things, however urgent, necessary ‘or
mixed, or in any other manwer whatever. Be-
chusde, of our said certain knowledge, our ‘own
accord, and absolute roysl power, of which, ea
this occasion, we will make ‘use, and do'make
use, a8 Kings and sovereign Lords,- acknow-
ledging no superior in temporals, considering it
in this place expressed and dsclared, as'if woed
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fox ward it wexe here placed and expressed, we
dispense ‘with and abrogate, derogate, take
away and Temove, in 8s much as regaxds this,
" amd appertaing, or may gppertain, to if; from
this our letser, and from is ceontents, every .ob-
reption and subreption, and every other obsta-
ele and impediment; and we supply every
other defect, or any thing whatsoever, which
in:fact, law, substance or solemnity, are necesr
sary or desirable to supply, for the validity and
corroboration thereef. And we commang onr
most illustrious Prince Don .Joha, oyr most
dearly beloved son, and the Infants, prelstes,
dukes, counts, marquises, barons, masters gf
orders, priors, commanders and sub-comman-
dess, and governors of castles and strong and
open holds, and -aur councillors, and the audi-
4ors of our chamber angd chanpery, alcaldes,
'baiﬁﬁ. shgtiﬁ'a, PI‘DVQStSv ‘judms kn‘gb”’
.esguires, officers and good men of all the cities,
towns and places of these our kingdoms and
dominions, who are. now, or may be hereafter,
to observe, and cause to be observed, towards
you this favour which We grant you, inall, and
through all, accoxding to what is contained in
it; and not to proceed or exceed against i, or
-agminst any part of it, at any time, or in
any manner, of for any cause whatsoever, pr
for any reason that may now, or shall be herg-

i



162 DOCUMENT XXX.

after, and to fulfil and execute, and to carry
effectually into due ‘execution, the dispesition
or dispositions which you may make respect-
ing the majorat or majorats, legacy or aug-
mentation; according to, and in the form snd
manner that is expressed, and shall be ex-
pressed, in them, and in each of them, with-
out. waiting for, -or expecting in this regard,
aniy other letter or medndate of ours, or-for a se-
«cond or third intimation, And we command our
High Chancellor, notaries, and other officers
employed in the office of our seals, to deliver,
expedite, and seal for you our letter of privi-
lege in the most valid and proper memer that

‘may be requisite for that purpose;- and none of

you act, or permit others to act, contrariwise’in

any manner whatsoever, under the penalty, &e.

........ Given in the city of Burgos, on the

‘twenty-third day of the month of April, in the
'year of the natmty of our Lord Jesus Clmst

1497.
I Tue Kive. I toE QUEEN.

I, Fernand Alvares de Toledo, Secretary of
the King and of the Queen, our Lords, have
had this written by their orders. And on the
back of the said letter was written as follows.:
In forma. Rodericus Doctor. Registered. Al-
fonso Peres; and sealed.
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DQCUMENT‘ XXXL 7o

_mn KING- AND THE QUEBN S

R Don Chistopher Oohmbnag
‘our  Admiiral’ of - the ocean, and Viceroy amd
Goveror of > the -islands - discovered in ‘the In-
dies: We -have seén your: letters, and felt
pleased at the infermation which you haye given
us in them, and that God has granted so pros-
;pérous ‘an issue-to your undertaking, and a
favourable prospect ‘to what: you-have begun;
by which He -will -be greatly served, and We
likewise; and our kingdoms, be: much bene-
fited: May it please God-to reward you: for
what you have'done for His service!: As for Us,
you may be assured of receiving many favours,
such as your labours and-services have so well
entitled you from us. And as we wish the un-
dertaking commenced by you, with the Divine
assistance, to be continued and forwarded, we
desire you not to delay your coming; therefore,
for our service, hasten, as much as possiblé,

your return, in order that whatever is necessary -

may be provided in time. And as the spring,
as you perceive, is already begun, and that the
season for returning there-may not pass over,
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examine whether in Seville, or elsewhere, any
thing can he got reqdy for ypuy pqturn to the.
laad which you have discovered; and write to.
us immediately by this courier, who has to re-
turn quickly; in grder $hat igedigte propeF
arrangements may be made, during the time. of
your opming herg and retuming back; so that
by your retarn from heace gyery thing mey be

prepared. From Bapcelony, the Mﬁﬂi dﬂl’
af Mpreh, in the ypsr nipety-threg.

I ae Kive. I TaE QUERN.

By commapd of the King apd of the Quasn,
Ferpando Alvares. And on the back, addressed.
By the King and Queen; to Qon Christopher
Golambus, their Admirgl of the acean, amd
Viceroy and Governor of the islands whigh
have heen dipcovered in the Indies,

v e = .o

DQCUMENT XXXIIL*

THE QUEEN,

Don Christopher Columbus,
my Admiral of the ocean, Viceroy and Gover-

# There is no No. XXXIL. in the original.
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not of the igdendds newly disoovesad in the ka-
dies; by this cowmier I simd you a copy of the
beok which you left here. The nessen of iy
being so long delayed, was ta have it written
out sccretly, in order that neither the Portu-
guese who are liere, nor any othey peruon, might
know any thing of it. And for that puspose,
that it might be moare quickly finished, you
will' perecive that it is in two differeat hand.

writings. Oertainly, accerding' to what has

been here acen apd :tzeated of .respeeting this
affair, we perceive every day more and more its
greater weight and importance; and that in this
you have rendered us notable service, and ‘we
ackpowledge ourselves greatly indebted to yeu.
We theeefore trust in God, that besides what
bas heep agreed mpon iwith youn, (which shall
be done and fullled mdst exactly,) ‘youn shell
receive from Us many more honours, favours

and privileges, as is but right, and as your ser-

vices and merits do deserve. If the sailing chart
which you wese -to prepare is finmished, send it
to me immediately; and for my service hasten
your departure as much as possible, in order

that, with the blegsing of God, you may pro-

ceed without any delay, as you see of what im-
portance it is for the success of the undertaking.
And weite to us coneerning every thing, and
eontinue to write regularly; and We, on our

i
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side,. will take care to acquaint you of ;alk that
passes here. . Respecting the treaty withPorta-
gal no determination has yet been;come to with
those who are’ heére, although I think the King
will be induced to act reasonably in this affair:
I would wish you, however, to be of a contrary
opinion, in order that you may be more vigilant
and attentive in doing what:is necéssary; so:as
not to be deceived in any manner whatever:
From Barcelona, the fifth.day of the month of
Septembér in the year ninety-three. .

I THE QUEEN.
- By command of the Queen, Juan della Parra:
On the back, addressed: By the Queen; to
Don Christopher Columbus, her Admiral of the
Ocean, and Viceroy and Governor of the islands
newly discovered in the Indies.

DOCUMENT XXXIV.

THE KING AND THE QUEEN

Don Christopher Columbus,
our Admiral of the ocean, and our, Viceroy:and
Governor of the islands newly discovered in the
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Indiés: We have seen the letters which you
sent us by Antonio de Torres, from which we
received great pleasure; - and we return many
thanks to our Lord God, for having exeduteéd
it so well, and- for. having guided you se wel
throughout -all. - 'We acknowledge ourselyes
obliged- and indebted to ‘you for what you

‘have - performed in ‘those parts, and arrsnged

in the best order and foregight imaginable. We
havelikewise given audiénce tothe said Anthony
de ‘Torres, and recéived all that you sent us by
him; nor was this the less expected from you,
in consequence of the earmestness and great
affection we have found and do find'in you.for
whatever regards our service. You may be cer-
tain that We consider ourselves -exceedingly
‘well served by you, and that we feel it our duty
to confer favours, and honours, and privileges
upon you, such as your-great services demand,
and - entitle you to expect. And as'the said
Antonio de Torres delayed coming here until
now, and we had not seen your letters, which
he had not sent to us, wishing to deliver them
himself safely, and in order to basten the de-
parture of the ships, now-about.to sail, whlch,
immediately we were informed of it, we ordeted
to be despatched, with a complement of the
things you sent for in your memorial, and as
completely as possible, without detammg them;
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o thewalso every thing shall bedene and:-oxe-
euted mentioned in the other merhoriul brought
by him, and at the time and in the manner he
shalldirect. We cannot how answer you as-we
Wished ; nevertheless when he departs, -if it
please God, we will answer you fully, and

we will give orders to provide whatever ‘may be
tequisitec. We have heard with displeasure of
the circumstsnces whioch have thken place i
thowt ‘patts ‘contrary to our 'will; . for which
wt shall order properremedy- us'well wspunish-
. ment. In the first vessel that returms to Spain,
send home Bernal de Pisa,* to whom we have
went au order ¢o that offect; and let the petson,
whoty you unnd Father Buylt may judge proper,
fll his office, until we bave. provided -wnothet
for it here, as in ordet Yo hasten the departure
of ‘the '#aid whips, no steps tifl now have been
#kon wpon it: bat in the wext voyege, it
please God, & propér person shall be sent out

# < Bernal de Pisa was -sent -out in.this veypge with the
office of Aceountaut to their Catholjc Majesties.”—Don Ferd.
Columbus, c. 50, who mentions that he became the head of the
Iisurrection 'which took place’ st ‘the end of 1493. "This wm
giably she-cause of kit beirrg recalled to Spain.

- - Colombus. having :determined ) proseed.in mame
eonginent, nomingted a-council in his place’ for the.goveriugnt
of the island (Hispaniola), which eonsisted of Diego Columbua,
his brother, with the title of President, Father Buyl, and Pedro
Mmaa—mcm c.53.
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fo the said Gffice. From Médine ‘del OCampw,
the thivteenth day of April, nihety+four.
I rae Kive. 1 riE Queey.

By command of the King and of the Quéeen.
JUAN DE LA PARRA

Aﬁd on ﬂé back, adda'essed Bythexdlg
aid ¢he Quéen; to Pon Christepher Colambus,
their Admizal of the Ocean, and their Viceroy
aid Goversor of the islands wewly discovered
#h the parts of the Indies. .

DOCUMENT XXXV.

HISATEN

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

DON Christopher. Colmnbm,
our high Admiral of the imands of the Indiea:
We.have seen your letters and memorials seat
tous by Torres, and have felt great pleasure in
being mede acquainted with dll that you lave
written to us in them; and we return many
thanks to the Lord for all, hoping that with His
assistance, your undertaking will be the cauge
of oor holy catholic faith being still more
widely dpread; and one of the prineipal things
which pléased us s0 much in this affait, is, e
having been invented, commenced, and ob-
tamed through yourmeaths, labour and indws-
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teg; -Id appesrs. so-us.hut of allthat,yon tolk
Us from the beginning would- happen, almnst
the whole has been verified, as if you had seen
it, before mentioning it to-us; :and we frust in
God, that-what yet remains to be known, wil}
be verified in like manner: for all which things
'W¢ are bound ‘in: duty-to confer.favours upon
you,. such as.you shall be pexfeetly satisfied,
with. And baving reflected upon all that-yow
bave written to us, although you express yourn
self minutely upon every thing, which .upon
reading gives us great pleasure and joy, never-
theless we should feel greater satisfattion by
your writing -to_inform us how many islands
have been discovered up to the preseat time, and:
what is the. .name .you have. giyen to -each of
them; for although you name some of .them in;
your letters, they are not all named; snd also-
the name given to the others .by the Indians;:
and the distance between them, and. whatever
you have found in each of them, and what is
stid to be produced -in them ; and what hes.
heen sown since you:were there, and what. has
been obtained, the time being already elapsed,
in which whatever has been sown, should be
reaped. . And-more especially we wish.to know-
all the sepsons of the year, such as they take
place there in each- month .separately; it ap-
pearing to us, from what \you say, that thereiis.a-
great difference -in the seasons from what we

-
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have bere.. Some wish to know if there ‘are
two winters and two summets in the same
year; inform us of every thing for our service,
and send us the greatest number possible of
falcons, and of all the other birds that are pto-
duced there, and that can be had, because we
are desirous of seeing them-all. And as for the
things, of which you have sent us a memorial,
to be provided here and forwarded -to you, we
have given orders for them alt to be provided,
as you will learn from the foresaid Torres,
and as you will see by what he brings with
him. . ‘We should wish, if you approve of it,
that, in ordér to receive néws from you, and
from the peéople who are with you, as well ‘as
-that you may-be provided comstantly with alf
necessary things, a caravel should -sail every
month from thence, and enother depart fiom
henice,: as, the affairs of Portugal being now
arranged, vessels mhy pass and repass in ‘sedu-
rity. ‘Refleéet upon this, and if it appears to
you proper-to be done, do it, and write to us i
what menner you think it would be proper to
expedite the vessel from hence. As to what
relutes to the ‘forms you have established, ‘we
ehtifely approve of those yoa have hitherto
comméncéd, and desive them to be continued;
reconimending to you'to keep the people a4
much satisfied as possible] but at'the same time’
. M :
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not allowig them to tyansgress in any thing-iR
svhat they are to de, or you brder them to-de,
on'our part. And with.respect to-the towm,
“which you -have founded, there is no one here
who -can: ley down-eertain rulesor-it, nor-ee-
geoct any -thing ; for if We ourselves were thete
Ppresent:in person, we should take your:counsel
fntl epinion -in this vespeet ;- how-amuch . mose

oo being absewt? wherefore-we refar the whele
gfiitiso-you. Toiall the etherpbiats-contained
ia the memorial broughs. by thesmid Tomes, the
dnswer his been'written in-the margin.of -the
game to-what was-proper youshould.-know ; .60
which we refer you. -With respect-4o the dis-
putes with Portugal, -a conventien has been
watered into here with their ambassadons, whiah
eppeamd to us:less subject. to invenvénienpes ;
and:in order that you may be fully and dis-
tinctly informed of it,'we send you a copy.of
the- articles -agreed. upon; sp -that it-is net
necessary for us to dilate here wpom the said
subjeet, .exeept -to order smd charge yow 0
observe .them fully, and -cavse. them to be eh-
served. by every.one, according to.the temor bf
‘the mid convention. With respect 40 the.boua-
dary which is to be.determined, it appearing
to-ws: & -very difficult ‘thing,.and.an affair which
requires. mach .knewledge and eeafidence, we
would -wish, 'if it were: possible, that ‘you-were
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Sheeod ithese, %o aopiat in ite. detereination,
along wish the commissiogess o ihe. pvt.of
the,King: of Portugal, - And. if yous geing: ypeb
this affair should be attended with difficulty,
or your absence be productive of inconvenience,
see whether your brother, or any other of the
persons about. yoy, he fit- for .the- trust, give
them the fullest information in writing, and
$aybally, and by-piative, add every ofber:means -
pper to instrigt them ; pnilisend them ime
wediately to.us by the fivt qaxavels that. sail,
ip.erder that . wie may send .other pensana fram
Moner uiith 4hemm, witbin,the -pesied of: tisse
sgreed upan. ;And whethes you .are to.go.ydurs
acif upon this affeir, or zot, write to. Us fully
188pesting. all you. know.of it, aid schich mey
SIS0, FRpsoper: 40 heidang, fax] o infdo-
Baatiap; . aud: shat our intotasts by be:in . all
pointa sttevdetl 40 ; and, take cove that meer
dastars, and she persqns whom pou hame:to.send;
JAy.arise soon, ithet they may proasad4o.4he
place; whare she: Line. is. t0,he. detesmined s be-
fore. the time. agreed upon with the .Kjug.ef
Rortugal be elapsed, as yon :will see Ly the
espitulatian. From Sneomuomthaum
sy, of August, minetydour. . .
- Loz Kme, . Lane Queen, .
-2 (BUtMM“QKGBC and #‘l‘hmm
- . .Em;xn&l-vm
M2
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. -And: on the back, addressed : By the: Kiiig
and the Queen: to Don Christopher Columbus;
" their high Admital of the islands in the Indies. ’

?

DOCUMENT XXXVI _

’ Don Perdinmd a.nd Donha Isabella, by ithe
graceiof God, King and Queen 'of Castile, foef
s+« o+. To you, Don Christopher Columbus
our Adwmiral .of our islands and main-land;
which by our command have been discovered;
and which shall be discovered, in the -ocean in
tho parts of -the Indies ;' and to you Don Jobn
de Fonseca, Archdeacon of. Seville, and: of out
©ouncil, health: and grace. Know ye that'We
Rave resolved to order a fleet of-sorize ships aad
tsamsports to: be equipped in order $o be sent'to
the: aforesaid Indies, as well to govern and keep
possession of the said islands-and main-land;
of which possession has been taken it our royal
‘name; as to diseover others. - But 'as, in ordet
0. collect and equip the said ‘fleet, and. to fur-
mish it with all that may be necessary snd yes
quisite, it behoves Us to nominate and. depute
persons to superintend and execute it, there-
fore confiding in you, as persons that will:pro-
teat .our privilege, and perform well, faithfully
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and ' diligently, whatever we may command
and zecommend to you, We order that for the
foresaid reason, there be given to you this our
fetter; by which we command you to proceed
to the cities of Seville and Cadiz, and to every
other city, town, place, and maritime ports of
their respective archbishopric and bishopric,
where you may think proper, and cause to be
fieighted and purchesed, and do freight and
purchase whatever ship, vessel, caravel, and
transport, which you may judge proper and
suitable for the aforesaid fleet, from any: person,
or-persons: and if in that manner you cannot
obtain them, you are empowered to ‘take, and
may take them, although they may have beea
freighted to any.person whatsoever, with: the
lest damage possible: and we command the
owners of the said ships, vessels, caravels, and
transports, to give and consign, sell, and freight
them to you, on paying them the price; for -
which they were purchased or freighted by
ou, or that they ought to have according to
the contracts and agreements, which they shall
make or settle with you: and the said ships,
vessels, caravels, and tramsports thus purchased
and freighted, you. are authorized t6 equip and
furnish with provisions, and to provide with
arms and instruments, and may provide with
anms, instraments, provisions, and gunpowden,
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maginers, naval stores; and-officers that ihay be
ntcessary, and which you shalt see and jntige
proper: whom' you are’ authbrized tor titke-and
- may take from whatsoever plice and- part, of
vessel, where you shal fiid them, paying to
their owneis such reasonible prices as -they
ought to receive for thém, and likewise you
may constrain amd oblige any officer of aby
office whatsoever, who may be siited to' go
the said fleet, &nd whomx you shall' judge it ad
vantageous to take with you; to whom shadl
be given such reasomable pay and salaty &4 they
ought to receive. And in order that your may
be able to subscribe, and may subscribe in tlir
nanie to any security that may be réquikite and
nécessary for all that has been said, and in-brdep
that you may be zble to make and rray nrakeé
tll sefuestrations; compulsions, seiZures; ex-
einptions, ptirchases; and sales of . . . . . which
may be proper and necessary, with all theit
incidences; ind dépendencies, annexations, and
connetions, by this out letter We give you full
power to do s0. However it is our pleasute
and coinmand that a statement add account of
all the foresdid things be kept; in cads We
khould wish. to give brders for théir being lxid
before us; that they be registered iti tur'bookd
kept by our chief accountants ; and that alythe
préceding orders regarding the ssid ‘Béct, B8



done and executed in the presence of Juan de
Soria, secretary-of the Priace Don John, our
mest dearly beloved son, who goes as deputy.
of our said chief accountants, and with their
authority, and in no other manner whatseever.,
. Amd-it is likewise- our pleasure and commgnd
that whatever regards thq purchase of arms,
ammunition, or provigions, and other things,
the freighting of the vessels, and other expenses
of the foresaid fleet, be done and transacted iy
the presence of the deputy of our notary, whom
we now nominate for this fleet, jpintly with the
said Juan de Soria, deputy of our chief account«
ants. Likewise: that in paying the wages due
to the people of the foresaid fleet there may be
»o fraud, nor deception, we.ordain that the pre-
sentatipns and musters of the foresaid people
be made before the deputy of our said notary;;
and upon his certificate, signed with his name,
the foresajd Admiral and Don Juap de Fonseca
ehall issue the mandate for whatever has been
said above. And the foresaid deputy of our
chief gccountants must sign the foresaid man-
dates in order to keep a statement and account
of them; in such manner that the person who
may have to pay, shall not pay any thing with-
out a letter, or voucher of the said Admiral and
Don Juan de Fonseca, and subsocribed by the
said deputy of our chief accountants. And if to
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fulfil, complete, and: put:into execution the said
things, or part of them, any favour or assistance
should be necessary for you, hy this owr said
letter we command every ane of our counsellors,
governors, magistrates, alcaldes, bailiffs, judges,
knights, esquires, officers, and good men, mas-
ters of vessels, transports, and every other per-
son whatsoever, who may be called upon for
that purpose, to give and cause to be given to
you, such favour and aid fully and completely;
and that they put not, nor allow to be put
upon it, or upon any part of it, any impedi-
ment or opposition, under the penalty of our
displeasure, the privation of offices, and the
confiscation of all the goods of each of the con-
traveners. Moreover we command the person,
who shall shew this our letter, to eite you to
appear before Us in our court, wherever We
may be, within the term of the first fifteen fol-
lowing days, under the said penalty: under
which we command every public scrivener
whatsoever, who for this may be applied to, to
give to the person, who shall shew it to you, a
- certificate subscribed with his signature, in
order that We may know how our commands
are executed. Given in the city of Barcelona,
.on the twernty-fourth day of the month of May,
in the year of the nativity of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 1493.
I e Kixe. I THE QUEEN.
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--1; Pernand Alvares, secretary of the King and
of . the Queen, our Lords, have had this written
by thelr commands. And on the back is writ-
ten: Registered in-form. Rodericus Doctor,
Peter Guttieres, Chaneellor; and sealed. -

*
ve .

. And thus presented before the said alcaldes
in the manner prescribed, the said Admiral
declared to the said alcaldes, that, he having
accasion to produce and present the said privi-
leges, orders, and original papers incorporated
above, in many parts and places, where his.
rights were to be enforced, he feared that by
producing, or presenting them they might be
lost, or torn, or that some unfortunate accident
might happen to them, or to some one of them;
and to avoid such inconveniences he demanded
of the said alcaldes, and of each of them, that
both of them together should inspect and exa-
mine the said privileges, letters, and .orders,
which he presented before them; and com-
mand me the foresaid scrivener to draw out, or
cause to be drawn out, one, two, or as many
more copies as might be necessary for him,
And that they should interpose their authority
and judicial decree, that such copy or copies
might have the same validity wherever they
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appoured - de the said- origimal privileges, letlers
wnd!grants, signed with their hames, and more-
over signed and subscifbed by me, the foresaid
. dorivener, and should order them to bé'given té
him for the protection of his rights. Aad upon
this he said, that if it were necessary, he im-
plored, and did implore the noble intervention
of the foresaid alcaldes. And immediately the.
said alcaldes, having examined his petition, took
into their hands the said letters, privileges, gnd
original grants, and read them themselves, and
each of them ; and seeing them entire, not torn,
nor erased, nor in any part suspicious, so as to
affect their validity at law, but on the contrary
exempt from every flaw and suspicion, they
both of them jointly declared, that they com-
manded, and did command me the foresaid
scrivener, ta draw out, or cause to be drawn
out from the said letters, privileges and grants,
one, two, or as many more copies as the afore-
said Admiral might ask of me, or might stand
in need of; and that I should give and consign
them to him signed with their names, and signed
and subscribed by me the foresaid scrivener, in
which, and in each of which, they and each of
them, interposed and did interpose their autho-
rity and decree, so that they might be valid,
and bear testimony in courts of justice and else-
where, in whatsoever time and place they might
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be presented; as fully and completely as the
foresaid letters, privileges and grants, originally
presented: Axd fBe said: Lord Adfhival said,
that of all this in the manner in which it had
been done, I give hini & copy in faith and tes-
timony, far the protection of his rights. And I
therefore gave him this, signed by the foresaid
alcaldes, and by each of them, and signed and
sabscribed by me the foresaid notary public;
and it was made, eatracted, correeted, and’ cels
lated with the said originals, and with each of
thend in the sdid city of Seville, on the day,
vonth, ahd year mentioned above.

RV S. SrepHEN DELLA RoCéA.

~ And. Alld.
" I, Goted Nieto, and . . . . . of Sevilte, was
prédeiit at the authorisution and cemmand of
the said alcaldes, dnd am witness,
: Jonn Filso.

“ou ... of Seville, wax present, at the au-
thorisatlor and ¢smmand of the sdid alealdes,
atid amh witmbss. And L M. ...... publie
§crivenet of Sevillé, stibscribed to the said ati-
thorisation. S

(L. 8. of the Notary.)
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BULL OF ALEXANDER VL. '

——

IN THE NAME OF GOD. AMEN.

This is a copy well and
faithfully taken from a writing written on parch-
ment of skin, in the Latin language, and sealed
with a seal of coloured wax, placed in a small
box, suspended by a riband of green silk, sub-
scribed ‘and signed by a certajn notary apos-
tolic, as appears by it. The tenor of which,
word for word, is as follows.

Peter Garsia, by the grace of God, and of the
Apostolic See, Bishop of Barcelona, Royal
Auditor and Councillor: to all and singular,
who shall see, read, or hear the present letters,
or the present public instrument, everlasting
health in the Lord, and perfect fulfilment of
their desires. To you and to each of you wg
make known by the present, that we have had
in our hands, held, handled, seen, and dili-
gently examined the apostolic letters of our
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~ most Holy Father and Lord in Chyist, ‘Alesten<
der V1. by divine Providence Pope, from which
hung his troe Bull of lead 'with threads of sik
of a red and saffron colour, aecording to ‘the
style of the Roman court, sound and entire ix
their marks, not vitiated, nor erased, nor in any
part saspicious, but free from every doubt what-
soever, as in them appeared. The tenor and
conténts of wbxch follow word for word, a.nd is
Alexander, Buhop, Semnt of the Strvanta
of  God, to his very dear son in Christ, Ferdi-
nand, King, and to his very dear daughter in
Christ, Isabella, Queen, illustrious, of Castile,
Léon, Arragon, Sicily; Granada, healthand apos-
tolic benediction. Arong the works most-acs
ceptable'to the Divine Majesty; and desirable to
our hearts, that is certainly abeve all, that the
Catholic faith, and the Christian religion, espe-
ocislly in -our times, should be exalted, and -
everywhere diffased and spread ; and that the
salvation of souls be sought after, and barbafous
-nations subjected, and brought over to the said
faith. Wherefore We, having been elevated, by
theifavour of divine clemency, although unde-
serving by our merits of so high a rank, to this
sdcred seat of Peter, acknowledging you, as
ttue catholic Kings and Princes, whom we have



g ksl Rasaoh, abd:asgant wiosf illesr
iome Aetions, now . made ¥nom o all’ the
wmeorld, shew, nat,only that yeu,ass-daesiuows of
shat.busthat yan likewise prosecukesitowith all
Rigowyr, camesiness, and diligance, sparing e
fatigne, -axpence, o .denger wheiever, aveh 4o
the shedding-of ;yaur-blood, spd thas.it.is Jeng
siace you bave dedicated all. yourqnind apdsell
gionr efioria.-te it, Asthe mraaveny of the:kingr
dom of Granada from the tyranny of the Hamg-
sams, inecently effected . by, yon, wish, mieh avi-
dent proofa.of divieefavenr, alearky shews ; we
deam, it,therefors warthy. of. us,.and axe honnd
fo.grant youarsm apentanesusl v.aed graciavaly,
thege sthingn,; by swhish: yon .may de  snabled
mgresforventiy.sosinllow,up thisbelyand, proiner
morthy, resoliition; and.aceqptebile tothe: étemal
£3ods. to the benonr-of (Fod, snd.for the: propar
gatien of the. Ghaiation epapire. Andintoshit
has come to.our: khowledge,: that yan,wheilked
dasalyed;in yanr:minds; for some, tumaipasty 4
* esckfonand digoonen spme. remote sd noknawa
Mlansis, and-mainslands;. and by a0 othershithen-
+a found smt;in orden do indnoe.theonatives.amd
anbehitants: of . thes sto: worship:ouv Radeamer,
ind 40 puofess the Catholic:faith, but. hed net
antik now:hgov.ahle ta conduct - this \holyssnd
peniseworthey: resolution . do dgs wished-fos nd,



fnding youresives Cilly engaged in the conguest
end.recovery ofithe said kingrdeps of Granagde:
bat-at length, ‘a5 it plaased, the Lond, haviag
wecbvered the forespid kingdowm, and wishing;tp
fulfil your desires, . you- despatehed: onr beleved
som-Ghristopher' Columbeas, a man -every. way
weythy and deserving of great praise,-and eppa-
ble.of so.great an .affair, with vessels and men
rooastomed ‘to such -undertakings, -with -vexy
geeat-labeur; danger and expence, in order that
be might. .diligently seck. out those main-lands
and remote and unknown islands, in.a .see
where no-person.had mavigated until aow. - Whe
et last, with the assistamnce of (od, -having used
extreme : diligence, in navigajing through. the
ecean, disgovered .ceptain very. remote: islands,
‘smd -aleo main-Jands, .thatnpbody had a8 yet
found eut ; ‘the.inhabitants.of which are nume-
rous, live péacefully, and,-as it is:affixmsed, go
neked, and :feed not.upon flesh’; .and a8 for a8
yaur foresaid’ messengess-oan opine,the people
who-.inhabit the. faressid: islands and Jands, be-
lieve -that thereiis in:-beavenia.God.Creator;
aad appear-well dispesed: to- embrace the. Ca-
tholic. faith, and . eivilized menners; and there
is a hope, that if they were instrugted, 'the
'name -of - our .Lord end Savicur -Jesus Chyist
‘would: be introdaoed -into thﬁ'sﬂidnh{dﬂlm
islands. . And already the. said Chnistopher baa
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Catiied to be construeted ard bisilt ih ont of the
principal of the foresaid islands, a very strong
tower; in which he placed certain Christians;
who went out-with him, in ‘order that ‘they
~ might have the care of it, and likewise discover
other remote and unknown islands and contis
nents. In which islands and lands already diss
covered, are to be found gold, spices,; and -#
great many other precious things of divers kinds
and qualities. Whence, having diligently cons
sidered all these things, and especidlly theiads
vancement and spreading of the Catholic faith;
as it becomes Catholic Kings and Princes, you
have resolved, in imitation of the Kings youp
ancestors of renowned memory, with the favour
of the divine clemeney, to subject and reduce
to the Catholic faith the foresaid main-latids
and islands, and the ‘natives and inhabitants of
the-same. - We therefore, highly ¢ommending
iw the name of God your holy and laudablé re-
solution, and wishing that it may be conducted
to the desired-end, and the name of our Saviduy
introduced into those parts, exhort you warmbit
in the Lord, and by the holy baptism you havé
received, by whi¢h you subjected yourselved
to the apostolic commands, and by the bowely
of thé mercy ‘of our Lord Jesus Christ, ear-
nestly intreat you to proceed'in taking upy
and prosecuting completely this expeditiod, the
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zeal for the orthodox faith continuing:in you,
you will and ought to induce the people, who
inbabit the foresaid islands and continents, to
embrace the Christian religion; nor let the
dangers and fatigues of it ever deter you;
possessing the firmest hope and confidence,
that God omnipotent will happily aceompany
all your undertakings. And in order that you
may undertake more freely and boldly the
charge of so great an affair, given to you with
the liberality of apostolic grace, We of our own
motion, and not at your solicitation, nor upon
petition presented to Us upon this subject by
other persons in your name, but of our pure
free will and certain knowledge, and with the
plenitude of apostolic power, by the authority
of God omnipotent granted to- Us thromgh
blessed Peter, and of the vicarship of Jesus
Christ, which we exercise upon earth, by the
tenor of the presents give, concede, and assign
for ever to you, and to the kings of Castile
and Leon, your successors, all the islands and
main-lands discovered and which may hereafter
be discovered, towards the west and south,
- with all their dominions, cities, castles, places,
and towns, and with all their rights, jurisdic~
tions, and appurtenances, whether the lands
and islands found, or that. shall be found, be
situated towards Indie, or towards any other
N
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pert whatsoever; and we make, copstitute, and
depute you, and your foresaid hejrs and sug-
cessorﬂ, lordﬂ °f thﬁm, Wlth ﬁ‘un freﬁ, aDSi aku‘.
solute power and authgrity and jurisdictjon;
drawing however and fixing a line from thg
arctic pole, viz. from the north, to the antarctig
pole, viz. to the sonth; which lipe must be dis-
tant frgm any gne of the islands yyhatspever,
yulgarly cylled the Azores, and Cape de Verd
inlands, 3 hindred leagues towards the west sud
. sputh; npon conditjon that no other Christian
King or Prince has actyal possession of any of
the islands and main-lagds found or that shall
he found, discovered or that shall be discovered,

from the foresaid line towards the west and-

south, until the day of the nativity of our Lord
Jesus Christ last past, from which the preseat
year one thousand four hundred and nipety-
three commences, when some of the foresaid
islands were discovered by your messengers
and captains: decreeing nevertheless, that hy
this our donation, concessign, and assignation,
i i8 not intended to take or deprive of the jus
gwesitum, any gther Christian Pringe, who may
haye actually possessed the said islands and
main-lands up to the aforemensioned day of the
nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. And more-
over, we command you, by the holy obediencg
which yeu owa us, that (as you prawise, and we
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doubt not'you-will perform it, in’'consequence
of your very preat devotion, and royal magns-
nimity) you appoint to the said main-lands and
islands wpright men and fearing God, learned,
gkilful and expert in imstructing the foresaid
natives and inhabitamts in the Catholic faith,
and i teaching them goo@ morals, employing
for that purpose all requisite diligenece. And
we most strictly forbid every person whatsoever,
and of whatsoever dignity, (even imperial ot
royal,) state, degree, order, or condition they
may be, under the penalty of excommunication
late senientie, which they will incur by the very
fact of transgression, to presume, either for traf.
fioking, or for any other cause whatsoever, to
approach, without special licence from you, and
your foresaid heirs and successors, the islands
and main-lands found, or that shall be found,
discovered or that shall be discovered, towards
the west and south, drawing and fixing a line
from the arctic to the antarctic pole; whethet
the main-lands and islands found, or that shall
be found, be towards India, or towards any other
pert ;- which line must be distant from'any one
of the islands whatsoever, which are vulgarly
called the Azores, and Cape de Verd, a handred
leagues towards thie west and south, as has been
said : notwithstanding, the apostolic constitu-
tions and ordinantes, and all other things to the
N2
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contrary whatsoever. We confide in Him, from

whom empires, dominions, and all good things
proceed, that the Lord directing your actions,
if you prosecute this holy and praiseworthy.re-
solution, in a short time, for the happiness and
glory of the whole Christian world, your labours
and your efforts will obtain a most happy ac-
complishment. But, as it would be a difficult
thing to present the present letters in each of'
the places where it might be requisite, we will
and decree, of our own similar motion and know-
ledge, that the copies of them, signed by a
public notary, employed for that purpose, and
provided with the seal of some person possessed
of ecclesiastical dignity, or a member of the
ecclesiastical court, be regarded as equally valid
in all respects in courts of justice and without,
and everywhere else, as if the present letters
were exhibited or shewn. Let no person there-
fore presume to infringe, or with rash boldness
{0 contravene this page of our commenda-
tion, exhortation, requisition, donation, conces-
sion, assignation, constitution, deputation, de-
cree, mandate, inhibition, and will. For if any
person presumes to do so, be it known to him
that he will incur the indignation of the Almighty
God, and of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul.
Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, in the year of the
incarnation of our Lord, one thousand four hun-
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-dred and ninety-three, on the fourth day of May,
in the first year of our Pontificate. Gratis. (The
signatures follow.)

Now we having diligently examined, as has
been said, these letters, at the requisition- of
the honourable man Alphonso Alvares de To-
ledo, continual domestic of the royal house of
‘Spain, by means of the underwritten public
nofary, in virtue of the clause placed at the
end of the preceding apostolic letters, inserted
above, which says thus: ¢ But, as it would be
a difficult thing, &c.” ........ have com-
manded them to be copied, transcribed and
drawn up in public form, decreeing and deter»
mining that to the present public transcript, or
copy, full faith be given henceforward, every-
where, in all and singular places, in which it
shall be necessary, and that the said transcript
may be equally valid and efficient, as the said
original letters, if they were produced and
presented. In all and in each of which things
we have interposed our ordinary authority; we
interpose likewise our decree by the present;
and for a stronger and clearer evidence of the
foresaid things, we have thought proper to place
upon the present our seal, together with the
signature and subscription of the underwritten
notary appended. These things were executed
in Barcelona, in our dwelling-house, and in our
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chamber, on Friday, the nineteenth ddy of the
month of July; in the year of the nativity of out
Lord, one thousand four hundred¢ and minety-
three, in the first year of the Pontificate of the
said most. holy Father in Christ, our Eord,
Alexander VE. by divine Providence, Pope,
there being present the honourable and wise
men Nicholas Pificer, canon of our churek of
Barcelona, and Peter John Vayo and' Michael
Gindus, our clerks, priests, chaplains; and do-
mestics, called and requested to be witnesses
of the foresaid particulars.

© And I, Alvares P"s. del Villar, canon of 'tite
holy church of Compostella, apostolie' metary;
secretary of the Right Reverend Pon Déego,
Bishop of Seville, was present; with tlie above-
mamed witnesses, at the. foresaid presentation,
acceptation, requisition, inspection, and' inter-
positibn of the decree, and at the tmanscribing
of the preceding apostolic letters, and-all and
each of the other things, whilst they-were thus
doing, as has Been said, acting and repeat-
ing; and Keard' and saw all and each of tie
said things thus performed, and' subseribed: in
cipher; from which' (Bull) I' have extracted the
present instrument faithfully written by another;
I'being 6ccupied with other affairs, by command
of the foresaid Lord Bishop ; and ,I' have col-
lated the foresaid: letters apostolic inserted
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above, and heard them read, and compared
them word for wotd with the originals, and
signed them with my usual and customary sig-
nature and name, in proof and testimony of all
_and each of the foresaid pa.rtlculars, béing: called
upon and requested for this purpose.

. Which said copy was. corrected and collated
by me the underwritten notary with the said
original writing, from which it was extracted,
in the most moble and faithful city of Sevilley
Thursday, the thirtieth day of the month of
December, in the year of the nativity of our
Eord Jesus Christ, one thousdnd five hundréd
and'two. Witnesses who weére présent to séd
it corrected from the original, the honourablé
and discreét men Gomes Nieto, sérivener, and
Nynde Ayamonte and Juan Gonzales Contero,
inhabitants of thé said city of Seville, ¢éaliéd
upon and requested for the said purpose.

_ Ruy Montana, Not.

1, P* Ruys Montana, clerk of Cordoval pub-
lic notaty dpostolic, together with the said wit-
nesses, was present, heard and saw all and each
particular contained in this' writing on parch-
rhent of our most Holy Father, and caused it t§
be written out faithfully by another person, and
with this my usual signature have subscribed
it as a proof and testimony of its truth, being
called upon and requested for the said purpose.

I, Ruis MonTana, Not.
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Tuis is a copy truly and faithfully taken from
three proclamations of the King and Queen,
our Lords, written on paper, and signed with
their royal names, as appeared by them; the
tenor of which, in due order, is as follows.

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

. Waar we declare and
command to be done in regard to the property
of Don Christopher Columbus, our Admiral of
the ocean.

First, that with regard to the contribution of
the eighth part of the merchandise, which We
now command to be sent to the said islands,
and main-land, and of those which shall be
sent hereafter, the said Admiral, furnishing the
eighth part of the said merchandise, or paying
down the value of them, all expences which
may have been incurred upon them being first
deducted, shall have for himself the eighth part
of the profit that shall be obtained from the
said merchandise; conformably to the capitu-
lation entered into‘with him, which determines
upon this head.

Moreover, the Commander Bovadilla having
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appropriated to himself certain gold and jew-.
els, moveable and immoveable goods and live
stock, which the said Admiral possessed in
the island of Hispaniola; which things are the
produce and revenue of the said Indies, we
command, that first of all, out of the said things
that were taken from him, there be paid the
expences, damages, and salary that may be
due, or may haye been incurred, since the said
Admiral was in the Indies for the last time .in
the year ninety-eight, when he arrived in the
island of Hispaniola; for, although in virtue of
the capitulation, it was to be at the charge of
the Admiral, nevertheless it was understood
that he was to pay it out of what he might
acquire in the Indies; and from all that may
remain, the foresaid things being paid, an ac-
count must be taken, which being formed into
ten parts, nine of them shall be ours, and the
teath shall belong to the said Admiral : and out
of the foresaid nine parts We are to settle the
pay, expences and damages that were incurred,
or that were to be paid ap to the time of the said
voyage, which was performed in the year ninety-
eight, in which the Admiral went to the island
of Hispaniola, We having by especial favour
exempted him from paying the tenth part of the
aforesaid damages. And the said Admiral, out
" of the forementioned tenth part, must pay what
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tiedf Bis: ¢ to b dwe by hith v phrleulnF
tov tn¥y periott witatsoever, as Adutivad:

. Teerits with fespeet to fhié caittle; which  were
bt from Hewcé a¥ our expence; as he wislied ;'
& aceording to the forvesaid: capitulation, the
expences and losses incurred were to- be de~
@uéted; and' ot of the retiainder the Admival
was te receive the tenth part; it is commanded
is an éspeeml favour o Him, thet witheut
duducting the sdid! expences and lossel, there
ghiould be given to him the tenth par¥ of the
d2i@' cat¥le and: the first and seconid young; ob~
tairied from them ; d@nd-tlhe nine parts to renia&r,
dnd k¢ held for Usi

Ttetn : it-is-ordered that there be given back
Al restored to lim all the apparel and house~
hold: furniture; and provisions of bread and'
witie, wliteh the said Commander Bovadilia
" tobk-from him, or a sum equivalent to them,
withou$ our receiving any part of it- whatsox
ever.

heiit:: ga' athong other things taken by the
Comniander Bovadilla from the said Admiral;
thire- was a cértain qiantity of stones” taken
foomi the mine, from which gold is éxtraeted,
which- contain a part ¢f gold in them; wé com-
mand our Govertior of the said islands, to ré-
délive: from the foreswid - Commander Bovadiila
a: declestition: vpor! oatll. of their quality and
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ranvber, and cause them to be restorved to himy,
in order thatthey may be separated sad divided
in- the masner thet has Deewalrbady expressed.

- ktems: we command. te be restored. to the
#sid Admibal twomares with: their brood, which
the: said. Admiral purclmsed fromt % husbaads
tusa iw the Indies;: and two horses;. which bes
longed te thve said Admiral, due of winch. ke
purchased from Gorvala, and the other he had
from his mares, that weve taken from him by the
said Commander Bovadilla, or a suitahle com-
pensation, without: liis being obliged. to give Us
awy part thereof whatever.

Item: as the foresaid Admiral declares that
be is injured id not having the nomination of
the captains. and' officers of: the ships, which by
owr:command are:about to sail for the ishwnd of
Hpasiols, afivming. that.according to the said
" capitulation the nomination was m: him, we
doclare, that tise said officers and captains hav-
ing- already been.neminated: by our orders, wd
wilh ordaiss . futwre that: the nomination be
made conformably: to' the said.capitulation,

. Item:: we declare:and command:that the said
Admial may export. benceforward. every year
from. tise island of: Hispaniola, one: hundred. aud
eleven qumtals: of Brusilwood, By night.of the
tentlr part: which. belongs .t hiny. out: of the
thigusand quintals: ofi' Brasilwood, which.are to
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be furnished every year by our. command te
the merchants, with whom a convention has
been entered into on that point; as by the
convention agreed upon with the foresaid mer-
chants, an exception has been made of that
part which the Admiral enjoys for the time
contdined in the said convention, with the said
merchants; and. moreover the tenth part of
what is exported.

Item: as the Admiral déclares, . that the
Commander Bovadilla has paid some debts of
pay and other things in the island of Hispaniola,
to some persons to whom no pay or any thing
else was due, as will appear by the books of the
said officers, and which can be proved and
shewn; we command that if he has made any
payment to persons to whom no pay nor any
thing else was due, the said Admiral shall not
be obliged to such pdayment.

- Item : the foresaid Commander Bovadilla
baving taken from the brothers of the said
Admiral, a certain quantity of gold and jewels,
and these things having been acquired by them
in their quality of governors of the Indies, let
the whole of them be formed into ten parts, and
the tenth part be given to the Admiral, and thé
nine other parts remain and belong to Us: and
as for the household furniture, provisions and
....... -and houses which they possessed;
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and the gold which tbey may have obtained by
the sale of their own property, upon proof of
their being such, although We have some claims
upon them, We make a gift of the whole of it
to them, in order that they may dispose of it,
as their own property.

. Item: it is our will and pleasure, that the
said Admiral shall keep, in the foresaid island
of Hispaniola, a person to watch over the ad-
ministration ‘of his property, and to receive,
whatever is due to him; and that Alonso San-
chez de Carvajal, one of the guards of our house,
be the person; and that the said Alonso San-
chez de Carvajal, on the part of the aforesaid
Admiral, attend with our inspector to see the
melting and marking of the gold, that may be
found in the said islands and main-land, and
with our factor attend to the management of
the said merchandise. And we command our
Governor and Treasurer, and our tribunals and
officers, who at present are, and shall be in
future in the said islands and main-land, to
execute and cause to be observed whatever has
been said above, as long as it shall be our will
and pleasure: and that upon the said Alonso
Sanchez de Carvajal shewing in a valid form
that he is authorised by the Admiral, they give
to him the part of the gold, that shall belong
to him in the aforesaid islands by right of the
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tonth, deducting the expences and damiages;
and elso the eighth pert of'the profit upon the
merchandise, which the Admiral shall psove
$hat he employed in their purchase.

Item: the said Admiral having farmed out
the offices of alguazil and notary in the said
island of Hispaniola for a eertain period, we
ecommand that the monies, and the revenue,
derived from the said offices, be divided into
ion parts, nine for Us, and one for the Admirel,
deducting first the expences and indemnifica-
tions of the foresaid officers. And as he who
obtained the office of notary was not obliged te
give a fixed sum for jt, we command that, after
baving been indemnified for his-labour, he deli-
ver yp whet he has received from it, in order
that. it may be divided, conformably to what
has been said. .

Item : that the hbooks and writings be re-
tarned to him, which were taken from him, and
if sny of them should be necessary for com-
merce, & copy may be taken of them signed by
& public scrivener, but the originals must be
gonsigned . to him, as has been said.

Item: that with respeet to freightage and
provisions, the said>Carvajal shall have the full
benefit, according as our other officers shail
enjoy them.

All thax has been said, and all and every

------
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part of it, we commapd you our Govemar and
our Treasurer, and other officers and tribunals,
gand individuals of the forgsaid islapds and
5ain-land, thus to perform, and execnts in all
and through all, according to the abeye pom-
tents. And in execyting it give apd eopsign to
the said Admijral, to his brothers, or to whe-
ever may recgive the order from them, the
abevementioned things, withont interposing
apy jmpediments whatsoever; and act not
atherwise.
Doge in Granada, on the 27th day of Sep-

tember, in the year 150].

) I o King. I TaE QUEEN.

" By command of the Kjng aund of the Queen,

Gaspar pg Grizio.

DOCUMENT XXXIX.

meett——

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

. CommanpER de Lares,
our Governor: We have commanded and de-
clared the order that is to be observed respect-
ing those thipgs, which the Commander Bova-
dilla took from Dan Christopher Columbus,
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our Admiral of the ocean, and from his bro-
thers, and respecting the form that is to be
observed in managing the subject of the tenth
and the eighth, which the Admiral is to have
of the moveables of the islands and main-land
in the said ocean, and of the merchandise which
We shall send from hence, as you will see by
our declaration and command signed with our
names, which we command to be given to him
thereanent. We therefore command you to see
the said declaration, and to cause to be delivered
to him, according to its tenor, his said pro-
perty, and to assist the said Admiral and his
brothers, or the person acting for them, in ob-
taining the delivery of the whole : and if the
gold and other things which the said Com-
mander Bovadilla took to himself, should have
"been used, or sold by him, we command you
to have the amount immediately paid to him:
what may have been spent in our service, must
be paid from the administration of our pro-
perty; and what the foresaid Commander Bo-
vadilla may have used for his own purposes,
must be paid out of the goods and estate of the
said Commander, and act not otherwise.
Done in Granada, on the 28th day of Sep-
tember, in the year 1501. . ,
I TuE KiNe. I TaE QUEEN.
~ By command of the King and of the Queen,

GaspAR DE GRiziO.
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DOCUMENT XL.

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

XimeNo de Briviesca:
We have ordered a convention to be entered
into with Don Christopher Columbus, our Ad-
miral of the ocean, that in all the merchandise,
that shall be exported to the Indies, he may
embark one eighth, and enjoy the eighth part
of the profit that shall be gained upon it,
according as you will see in the convention
made with him, signed with our names. We
therefore order you to furnish him with a mi-
nute account of the value of the merchandise,
whiich' we now order to be exported to the
foresaid Indies, in order that, if he wishes, he
- may embark the eighth part, which you will
receive in our name from the foresaid Admiral,
or from his agent, giving him a receipt there-
fore, and' receive it in money or in goods, as
shall be most convenient to him, or to his

agent; and, should he pay in cash, retain in

your. own hands’the amount of the monies, to
.make that use of them, for which you will
0
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receive Our commands. And register the ac-
count of all this in your books, in order that
you may there verify the amount of the profit
that he is to receive: and therein fail not.
Done in Granada, on the 27th day of the
month of September, in the year 1501.
I TaE Kine. I THE QUEEN. .
By command of the King and of the Queen.
Gasrar DE Grizio.

DOCUMENT XLI

———

THE KING AND THE QUEEN.

Dow Christopher Columbus,
our Admiral of the islands and main-land in the
ocean in the parts of the Indies: We have
perused your letter of the twenty-sixth of
February, and the others that you sent to us
with it, and also the memorials which you pre
sented to us. With respect to what you men-
tion, that in this voyage, which you- are about
to undertake, you would wish to call at Hxspa-
niola, we have already told you, that as we are
anxious that no time should be lost in the
voyage you dre now going uponm, you mmt
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proceed by the other way, but on your return,
if it so please God, and it appear necessary to
you, you may call there, and remain a short -
time; for, as you must be aware, if will be
necessary, on your return from the voyage
which you are now going to undertake, that
We should be immediately informed by you
personally of whatever you may have disco-
vered or performed in it; in order that by your
opinion and advice we may provide whatever
may best conduce to our service, and also thé
necessary articles for traffic, which are to be
provided here.

We here include the fnstructions of what,
with' the blessing of our Lord, you have to per-
form in this voyage. With respect to what you
mention of Portugal, we- kave written all that
is necessary about it to the King of Portugal,
-our son, and with this we send you our letter,
which you requested of us, to his captain, in
which we announce to him your departure for
the west, and that we had been informed of his
departure for the east: if therefore you should
meet on the way, treat each other as friends,
and in such way as it is proper that captains
and subjects of Kings should be treated, be-
tween whom there exists relationship, love and
friendship’; inform him that we have written
tivs' much to you: and we will éngage the

02
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King of Portugal, our son, to write a sxmxla.r
letter to his captain.

With respect to your request that you may
be allowed to take with you on this voyage,
Don Ferdinand, your son, with the same ap-
pointments as those of Don Diego, your son,
We grant it.

We accede to the desire you have manifested
of taking with you one or two persons, who
understand Arabic, provided it does not cause
you any delay.

As to what you propose, that part of the gain
be given to the people who are going with you
in these vessels, we answer that they are to go
under the same conditions, as those who went
before.

Respecting the ten thousand pieces of money,
which you speak of, it is determined not.-to
grant them this voyage, until we are better in-
formed.

You will perceive that we have already given
orders about the provisions and artillery, which
you require.

With regard to what you say, that you have
not been able to speak ‘with Doctor Angulo,
and the Licentiate Zapata, on account of your
departure, write to us very fully and distinctly
on this point.

As to the other contents of your memonals
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and letters, -respecting yourself and your sons
and brothers; as you know that we are on the
:eve of a journey, and you upon your departure,
it cannot be attended to until we are perma-
nently settled in some place, which if you were
desirous to wait for, you would miss the voyage
-you are now going to undertake; wherefore
it -is -better that, being provided with every
thing necessary for your voyage, you should
depart immediately, without delay, leaving to
your son the care of soliciting whatever is con-
tained in the foresaid memorials; and you may
rest assured, that we were very much displeased
-with your imprisonment, and you and every
body else must have well perceived it, for no
sooner were we informed of it, than we ordered
you redress; and you know the distinction
with which we have ordered you to be always
treated ; and now more than ever we are about
to honour and treat you favourably, and the
favours which we have conferred upon you shall
be preserved entire to you, according to the
form and tenor of our privileges, which you
possess, without gainsay; and you and ypur
children shall enjoy them, as is but right. And
if it be necessary to confirm them again, we
now confirm them: and we shall order your
son to be put into possession of all; and more
than this, it is our determination to honour and
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confer favours upon you; apd We shall shewy
that regard to your childrea and brothers which
1s reasonable: and all this may: be dope, you
departing in Giod’s name, and leaving the charge
to your son, as has been said : apd thereforp.we
Fequest you will use no- delay in taking your
departure. From Valencia della Torre, the
141th day of March, fifteen hundred and twa.
I Tue Kine. I tue QUeeN. -
By command of the King and of the Queen.
Miguzr PrrEs pE ALMANgA.

- And on the bagck of said letter was wxittea
as follows: By the King and Queen: fo Don
Christopher Columbus, our Admiral of the
"islands. and main-land, that am in the ooean. in
the parts of the Iadies.

This copy was colated with the foresgid
oviginal declaratory, gvant and Jetter, .from
whieh it wps extracted, in the presepce of the

_publie scriveners of Seville, who signed and
configmed it with their ngmes on parchment
...... . in the said city of Seville on the 22d
.day of the month of March, in the year of the
nativity of our Savieur Jesus Christ 1602, . .
I, Gomes Nieto . . . ... of Sewille. [,
Alonso Lacas, scriyener of Seville, am witness.
S S public scrivener of Seyille . . . ...
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Tais declares that what follows belongs, and
should and ought to belong to the Admiral,
Vioeroy and (Governer of ghe Indies,. for the
King and Queen, our Lords.

According to the capitulation entered into
with their Highnesses, and signed with their
royal names, it-appears very clearly that their
Highnesses permit and grant to the said Admi-
ral-of the Indies, all the pre-eminences and pre-
rogatives which the Admiral of Castile holds
and enjoys; to whom, in right of his privilege,
it is known that the third part of whatever he
shall gain, belongs : and comsequently the Ad-
mival of the Indies is entitled to the third pazt
of whatever he has acquired of the islands and
main-iand, which he has discovered and mey
discover; and likewise he is to have the tenth
and the eighth, as appears from the third and
fifth article of the foresaid capitulation.

And if it should be argued that the third
part granted to the Admiral of Castile is to be
'understood as relating to moveables, which
bhe might acquire by sea; whereas the said
islands being main-land, althpugh acquired by
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sea, the third pai't of them cannot belong to
the Admiral, in consequence of therr béing
immoveable, = .

To this the said Admiral replies, by saying
‘that it is to be obsérved that, in the foresaid va-
pitulation, the said Admiral of Castile is nomi-
nated Admiral ‘of the sea: and on that account
the third part of whatever he may acéuire' by
sea is"granted to him; no jurisdivtion nor office
being granted to him ‘in any other part what-
soever;-and it ‘would be very improper- and
unreasonable to grant him' a part of what is
‘not within his jurisdiction; it being'a general
miaxim that propter officium datur beneficium,
because the benefit has and  ought 'to ‘have a
connexion with the office, ‘and 'not out- of:it.
But the Admiral of the Indies was constituted
and nominatet, according to the -tener: of the
foresaid capitalation, Admiral, not of the séa,
but expressly of the Indies and of the main-

‘land, which he has acquired in executing and
dischlarging the said office of Admiral: and thus
is to be understood and interpreted the privilege
df the said Admiral of Castile, and the article
which refers to it ;" it being sufficiently meanifest
that’ every thing is to be understood secundn
subjectam matetitm, et secundum qualitatem por-
sondrum ; for by interpreting them otherwise,
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the said ‘privilege and -article would be of no
utility to the foresaid Admiral of the;Indies;
for if he does not take the third of the foresaid
Indies, of which he is Admiral, as-he has not
been constituted Admiral of the sea, he aught
not even'to take what he might gain by the
sea, on aceount of its being out of his jurisdic-
-tibn. and office, so that the said article and con-
stitution would be of no avail to him ; and such
a thing is not to be asserted, for whatever ex-
pression is introduced into a contract must have
its- full ferce, and not be regarded as superftu-
ous : how much more so in a case, like this, of
.so.much impertance, utility, and glory to their
.Highnesses,  obtained at a very small-‘expence,
and without any peril to their honour, persons,
‘or property, but with considerable peril, as
waswell known, to the life of, and not without
heavy expence 'to the Admiral? For which
reason the tenth part only must be looked upon
as very trifling, (no mention being made of the
eighth, because this belongs to him as his pro-
‘portion,) and so very small part for so great a -
service. would be a recompence indeed incon-
:siderable. And the remark of the divine laws
- i8 kere very apposite, quia bencficia Principum
sunt latissime interpretanda. And moreover, fa-
vours ceaferred by Princes ought to be under-
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soad in'ths xwest 'ample and complats ‘sense;
meie espatially by the most high antl repewined
Princas, stach os -their Highnesses ave, frem
whom, more than fom all other persons, the
most ample favours ane to be expected. And
therefore the snid third part, elthough it ap~
pears very small, belongs to the foressid Adwi-
ral : for we observe im companiss, formed by
werehants, that the industry and foresight of
ope ‘parmer- are looked upon and held o be
uypon s equal {footing with the money of am-
other, and an equal share belongs to him -of
the gains nesulting, although obtained by the
moaey of the other : how much mere ought this
to be the case of the Admiral, who displayed
gshonishing end incredible industry, and was
exppsed to great labour and peril in his. own
person, brothens and family? Therefore with
80 much the mone redson he ought to have the
third of all, as was really the intention of their
Highnesses. And that such is truly the mean-
ing;, we see by this, that their Highnesses graat
to such as go to the Indies, five parts out of
six, and to others, four parts out of five, and the
administvation of the land, without any peril,
the road being now open, secure and made
known te every body. And in confirmation.of
what I say, ns is expressed in many privileges
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of the sajd Admiral of the Indics, the said Ad-
mijral went by command of their Highnesges to
acquire not ships, or vessels, or any other thing
of the sem, but expressly islands aad the mgin-
laid, as.ie specifically mentioned. in: the prvg-
ege, (whichi might be more properly callad. ¢
grode,) Al 4he heginning, where it s thys de-
clared ;- and because yow Christopher Ceor
ymbus go by oux command to disoover and
acquire islands and the main-jand,” &c.~Now
i the wholg acquisition was to be jsiapds and
man-langd, it i3 @ neocessary consequence thes
the third part must be of what has been ac-
quixed;; and being. the third part of the aequis
sition, it is noterious, that the third part of the
islands and main-land geguired belongs to the
said Admiral : and certaiply there is no zegsen
10 doybt, that if in the beginning the foressid
Admirpl had demanded a greater part, it woyld
have been granted to him, the whole of such
acqaisition being made by him, a thing of which
nobody had sny hope ¢F expectation, and
which 'was far heyond the knowledge and do-
mipion of their Highnesses, This then iy a
complete and distinct answer to those who
assert the contrary; and the third part of the
said Indies and main-land justly and clearly
appears to belong to the said Admiral.
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*" That of the tenth is very clear. -With respect
to ‘the eighth, although it be equally clear, I
wish to observe:

- If it be asserted against hxm that he is not
to have the said eighth of the merchandise and
articles conveyed and exported in the yessels
which went for discovery-to those which went
to the pearl fishery, and to other parts.of -this
Admiralty, whilst he remained in the island'of
Hispaniola upon the service of their Highnesses,
because he contributed nothing towards:their
equipment ; it is answered that the equipment
of such vessels was not notified to him, nor was
he called upon or informed of ‘it at the ‘time of
their departure : and therefore, as by law, to the
ignorant, who can prove ignorance of any fact,
- no time elapses, but on'the contrary siich plea
undoubtedly grants a legitimate excuse, and
even complete restitution ; therefore in the ac-’
tual"case it should be understood and declared,
‘that the Admiral performed his part by offering
to contribute his part to the present: nor can
he be blamed, but rather those, who did not
notify to him, what it was their duty to do, &c. ‘



( 205: )

DOCUMENT XLIII.

Tae Declaration of what belongs, and should
and ought to belong to the Admiral of the
Indies, in virtue of the capitulation and agree-
ment, which he entered into with their High-
nesses, which is the title and right that the
Admiral and his descendants have upon the
islands and main-land in the ocean, is as follows.'

Cuarrer 1.

- First, by the first article their Highnesses
appointed him their Admiral of the islands and
main-land discovered and to be discovered.in
thé ocean, with the pre-eminences, and accord-
ing to and in the manner that the Admiral of
the sea of Castile holds and enjoys his admi-
ralty in his district. :

. By the declaration of this it is to be observed
that the Admiral of Castile, in virtue of his -
privilege, has the third part of whatever is ac-
quired, or he may acquire in the sea: for the
same reason therefore the Admiral of the Indies
ought to have the third part of them, and of
whatever is acquired in them.

- For inasmuch as the Admiral of Castile en-
joys no third except of what is actjuired in that
sea, of which he is Admiral, the Admiral of the
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Indies ought to have a third of them, and of
whatever is acquired by lend in them.

The reason of this is, because their High-
nesses ordered him to acquire islands and main-
land, and designated him' especially Admiral of
them ; and from them and in them he is to re-
ceive his reward, being Admiral of, and having
acquired them with great peril, contrary to the
opinion of every body.

Cnarrer . ‘

By the second: chapter, their Fighnesses ap-
pointed him their Viceroy and Governor-gene-
ral'of all the said islands and main-land, with
the faculty of enjoying all the offices which -
‘appertain to the govemment; excepting that,
out of three, one should be appointed by their
Highnesses : and afterwards their Highnesses
conferred upon him a fresh gramt of the said
offices in the years 92 and 93, by péivilege
granted, without the said exception. .

The declaration of this is, that the suid offices
of Viceroy and Governor belong to the said Ad-
mirad, with the power of appointing: all the
officers to the offices and nmagistracvies of the
said Indies, since their Highnesses, 4s a' re-
ward, and ax it were as'a payment for the labowr
sl pains incurved by the said Admirsl in dis-
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coveting and acquiring’ pdssession of the said
isjahds, conferred upan him the gient of the suid
offices and government with the said power.

For it is very evident, that in the beginnimg
the said Admiral would not have exposed him-
self, nor would any other person have exposed
himself, %o so great a risk and dangexs, if -their
Highnesses had not granted to him the maid
offices and government as a reward and recom-
peace for such an undertaking. -

Which their Highneases justly bestowed upon
him, in order that the said Admiral might, in
preference to.every other person, be benefited,
honoured and elevated through-the same means,
by which he had rendered them so sigmal a
service. For very little, or scarbely any, horour
would acarue to the Admiral, whatever other
recompence he might have, if in that land, ac<
quired by him with such- difficulty, their High-
nesses were to appoint another superior; and
as he was appointed to them for such just
causes, the said. offices and government m jw-
tice belong to the said Adwmiral.

And as the said Admirel was peacefully exe-
cuting, in the service of their Highnesses, tie .
said offices in the said Indies, he was wnjustly
deprived of the possession of them, costrary to
all J]aw and reeson, without being eited, heard
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or convicted ; by which the said -Admiral de-
clares he received very great imjury, consider-.
able. personal dishonour, and.loss of property ;
and ‘this clearly appears by the said Chapter,
for the following reasons.

Because the said Admiral could not be de-.
prived nor dispossessed of his foresaid offices,
never having committed, or dome, any thing
against their Highnesses, for which he should
legally forfeit his property. Supposing, hows
ever, that such cause existed, (which God for-
bid!) the said Admiral ought, first of all, to.
bave been cited and called, heard and con-
vieted, according to law. y

- And by dispossessing him without just cause,
the said Admiral experienced great injury and:
great injustice; and their Highnesses had no
right to inflict it upon him.

For their Highnesses conferred upon him the
said offices and government of the foresaid land

as a compensation for services and labour in

geining possession of it, whence he acquired
a just interest in, and perpetual title to, the
foresaid offices ; and as he was unjustly dispos-
sessed of them, the said Admiral ought, first of
all, to be re-established in the said offices, and
in his honour and dignity.
Andmthrespecttothedamagehehas
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reoeived, which, accerding to the averment of
the . Admairal, is- of ‘considerable amonnt, as by
his, persevering industry he was finding out:and
discovering in the said Indies a great quantity
of gold, pearls, spices and other artieles of great
value; let the Admiral himself declare upon
oath the amount of the damage, and for this let
him be indemnified according to law.

Which indemanification ought to be made by
the person who unjustly dispossessed him of all
his property; being obliged to it both by di-
vine and human laws, for having exceeded the
bounds of .the pawer entrusted to him by their
Highnesses.

And such indemnification and restoration
into the foresaid offices, property and honours,
ought to be.the more promptly performed, in
proportion to the injustice in depriving him of .
the same. :

For it is absolutely incredible, nor could any
one believe, that their Highnesses could ap-
prove that @ man so industrious, who came sp
great a distance to render such signal and great
services to their Highnesses as he has done by
his industyy and person, by which he mexited
still greater good fortune, should be, through
the malignity of the envigus,.deprived of.every
recompence.

P
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Having such reason to believe bimself bound
by affection to their Highnesses, and so well
established in their good graces; the said:Admi-
ral and alt the world bélieved' that it was im-
fioésible for amy calumniators te make him lose
the reward of so many services; mueh less to
excite anger in the breasts of their Highmesses,
to make them ruwin bim whose services and
merits they had acknowledged; at a time
when the said Admiral was confident of rens
dering every day, and did render, great ser:
vices 10 their Highnesses, prometing by his
industry the present advantage of' the- said
islands, and exereising his powers along with
his officers for their population and' presperity.

And thiis no other person would have dohe,
nor will do; inasmuch as the Indians being
entirely unprotected, if he had not previously
governed, those, who now possess the ‘gevern-
ment, being anxious to enrich themselves during
‘their adtninistration, will ot look to that in

" future, as the said Admiral did, swho looked to
their permanent interest, and, depending wpen
the honour and profit that would resuit from the
good government and protection of the Indians,
‘{who form the principal riches- of it,) attended
not in-the least to His present advantag, - -
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Cuaprrer I11.

- By the Thind Chapter their Highnesses con-
ferred upon him a grant of the tenth part of
whatever might, he bought, foynd, or existed
within the limits of the foresaid Admiralty, de-
ducting the charges of them.

The meaning of this.is, that the foresaid Ad-
miral js to have:the tenth of whatever might
exist or be foynd in the said Indies and maiy-
lead of the ecean, by any persans whatsoever,
siagly er jeintly, for the advantage of their
Highnesses, or of whatever other persons to
whom they may have made a grant of it, or of
part of it, deducting the expences which the
said persons, or their Highnesses, may have

And their Highnesses cannot in justice grant
either the whole or any part of the profit of
the said Indies, to any person whatsoever, in
prejudice of the said tenth, without their first
having te pay, and paying the full tenth thereof
to the said Admiral.

For-their Highnesses, by making such grants,
destroy or diminigh that which they formerly
comferred upon the. said Admiral, leaving it
much diminished and dismembered, without an
adequate indemnification.

r2
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As the grant conferred upon the said Admiral,
of the said tenth, was given to him before he
discovered the said Indies, and was given sind
granted as an assistance, reward and recom-
pétice, Which he had deserved for that sérviee;
the foresaid tenth is therefore the pnnmpal
branch of his clear interest.

And even supposing that their nghnesses,
i conformity té an agreement or condition, or
it any other manner, were to give the half, or
any other part of the gains, to any persons, who
might be inclined to take upon them the labour
and expences of such an adventure; even in
that case the said Admiral ought still to have
the tenth of the profits thereof, and of what hes
been spent by such persons, as'well as on the
principal part of their Highnesses; since both
the one and. the other are true and principal
gain, and are derived from his Admiralty of the
 Indies.

CHAP'I'ER Iv.

According to the tenor of the Fourth Ghapter,
their Highnesses granted to the foresaid Admi-
ral the civil and eririnal jurisdiction over every
dispute in law connected with the foresaid In-
dies; and the cognizance of them here, in the
parts and places comprehended within the ju-
risdiction of the Admiral of Castile (it being
just).
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- As an explanatioh of /the judicial power be-
lomging to thé Admiral, the latter asserts -that
the foresaid jurisdidtion belongs to' him as one
of the principal pre-eminences, and, as it were,
the arm of the body.of his Admiralty, without
‘which it wauld be very difficnlt for him to re-
gulate the said Admiralty, or, more properly
speaking, it would be altogether- useless, be-
cause the said jurisdiction is the very essence
that honours, animates and sustains the other
imeinbers of the body of the said Admiralty.
Mareover, that the said cognizance bélongs
to him, as well in the ports and bays of this
kingdom; a8 in the said jslands and main-land,
:of'which he is.the Admiral; for if he enjoyed
the foresaid jurisdiction only in the courts there,
.without including in it the causes that emanmate
from hence, all the contracting parties being
natives of this. country, and all the traffic. and
commerce proceeding from hénce, his jurisdic-
tion would be almost null, because the indivi-
duals who go over to.thé said Indies, go there
only for the purpose of trafficking; but the
contracts and agreements of the cempanies re-
main here, upon which, on their return, law-suits
.arise ; and the causes of such law-suits proceed
" from transactions in the traffic and commerce
which have been carried on within his Admi-.
ralty. : C
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But, if even that Article did met exist, in
which express mention is made of- the said
jurisdiction, it is cleer that from the time their
Highnesses established the office of the Aduns-
7alty of Castile, ¢onjeintly with the seed Ad-
miralty, they conferred upon the said Admirel
the grant of the said jurisdiction; with the fore-
axid eomprehemsion, a8 the Admral of the epa
of Castile holds, as the principal pre-eminence
of his Admiralty, the jurisdiction. of all vivil
and criminal law-suits appertaining te it; which
jurisdiction comprehends all the ports and bays
of this eounntry, although out of his Admimlty.
. :Amd as to the question, whether it was ymat
to gr¥ant him such powers, the foresaid Admirel
.asveirts, that their Highnesses could justly con-
fer them wponr him, as kings and sovereign lords,
who have absolhute power over all, and te whom
jonly such appoiatment belongs.

And their Highhesses, in conferring theforo-
said office upon the said Admiral, with the
foresaid comptrehension, did no imjury to any
person, noraffected any one’s interests, because
-bis said Admiraity and its jorisdiction, and the
Indies and eountries over which it .is establish-
ed, were lately and miraculously diseovered,
uaited, and brough. under tiee domimion- of
Castile.

Moreover, the law-suits emanating from ‘the
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eaid Admiredty, on acoount of the great dis-
tamce :und separation of the raduteies: over
which it is-established, and being very far from
the spot to which the merchants of this coumtiy
resort, there would be great inconvenience im
dividing and separating them‘from the law-suits
eppertaining - to this country; and by dividing
and separating ‘the cognizanoce of them, no ju-
ristirxction whatsoever could take place... . .

And as their Highnesses, withont injary te
amy individual, and by their sovereign power,
did justly avake such provision, it is very cer
tain that by it no injustice is commstted ; be-
csuse maturally two :contraxies cammot gevern
the same subject;: that, on-the contrary, so
foreign are they,and . . . . from existmgin one
sebject, that by the species of one we amive at
a knowledge of the quality of the other : there-
fore ltmaybeconehded that the said provunn
is just.

Even the person of the Adlmnl pmmthe
justice of the said provieion; for, taking into
eonsideration the quality of the said West in-
dies, unknowa to all the world,. it was neces-
sary to place there a judge of eertain expetience,
-inorder t0 execute just judgments: ‘who was
there then, who possessed greater experienee,
or more prafound kmowledge of the natare of
“the law-suits :commected with them, than that
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Admiral who has constantly resided ih them,
and miraculously found them through his great
skill and knowledge of the sea, and by exposing
himself to 'the innumerable dangers oif the sard
sea ? ? :

~ CHaprER V.

By the fifth chapter their Highnesses grant to
the said Adthiral the power of conttibuting the
eighth part of any equipment whatsoever, that
may be undertaken for traffi¢ and commesce to
the islands -and main-land of the said Admi-
ralty; -and that thereby he may have the elghth
part of the profit of such equipment.

The true meaning of this is, that the said
Admiral is to have the eighth of whatever arti-
cles, in whatsoever manner they may be trans-
ported to the foresaid Indies, although it were
for the profit of their Highnesses, or of any
other person whatsoever, deducting the eighth
of the expences, pro rata.

- For it must be known that the Admiral con-
‘tributed his eighth part, and almest half of the
expence, of the first fleet, by which the Indies
“were acquired; by which he obtained -a per-
petual title to the said eighth, on account of
the produce of the said expedition being ever-
lasting. )

Moreover: as he originally went expmsly

to- acquire -islands: and- main-land, which are
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unchangeable things, it cannot he explained in
what manner he would derive any advaatage
by enjoying the eighth, if it were.not uader-
stood that moveable. things were the scope of
the said equipment, as is clearly apparent.

And although the said Admiral in the first
.expedition did net bring back any movesbles
from the said Indies, which formed the produce
aad gain of it, he afterwards however brought
the said islands and main-land under the domi-
nion of their. Highnesses, and left them peace-
fully, as their own: and therefore it is likewige
understood, that he consigned and made qver
to their Highnesses all the moveables which
then and at all future times should be found in
them; wherefore from that time forward their
Highnesses could peaceably send for all such
things, as their own, whatever person they
judged proper.

Allowing, however, that the said Admiral,
by his contribution to the first expedition, -had
not acquired a perpetual right to the foresaid
eighth, nevertheless as their Highnesses are
under the necessity of fitting out vessels to en-
joy the profit of the said Indies, they cannot,
in justice, prevent him from concurring in the
said expence, and receiving the eighth of the
profits: and as the expeditions must continu-
ally go on, because the, produce of the Indies
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s continuxl, the foresnid eigirth must fdt famt
bultey to im.

- Axnd as it'may be said; that such mgh&b»
longs to hithh out of the profits of the merdhast
dise alone, because it is expressed in the-asticle
.of traffic'and commerce, that merchanbise is
' wnderstood, the truth is, that the suid' eighth
of all the moveables of the Indies'belomgs spe+
cifically te- the forésasd Admiral, becanse the
said words ¢raffic and commerte comprehemd
every kind of artieles that may in any menner
or at any tithe exiit.

For the said word traffic is’the skill or &ilis
gence that is employed in obtainihg the object
of all commmerce; ‘and finally, the traffic or me:
thod, that was adopted by the said Admiral
towards the possessors of the said Indies, which
he went to acquire, in order to succeed in his
intention, which was to acquire them: and ts
he acquired them, whatever is obtained from
‘¥hem, is exactly what ought to be divided, as
the true produce of such commerce.

And this other word negotiation (commerce)
comes from negotiom, which means nega ovium,
qeia negotium est quasi nega otium; so ehat it is
generally undetstood for every kind of' thimg
‘whatsoever, and on that very account compets-
hends every kind of moveable thmgs, that u‘e
tobe fonnd n-thé stid frdies. . - -
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- JAnd even supposing, that.the: feresaid womd
were not equivocal, and had the pretine sigaifi-
oatien of merohassise, it being trae that the said
Indies and main-iand, aad particularly Hispa-
adola, weve acquired by the said Admirad rether
by gifts of merchandise, than by force of arms,
the said Indies with all their products may be
jostly said to be mervadas, (purchased,) ami
hence morcaderia, hetause from .mercar .is de-
nived the said wend seroaderis.

Morxeener : evcnthongh&emdaﬁmalhad

acquired by force of arms the said Indies, amd

their Highaessts hiad sont him expresaly for the
purpose. of trafficking, ‘nevertheless he would
-mot lose his right to the foresaid eighth of them;
because the moveables that are found in them,
such as gold, pearls, spices, and other articles,
are purely and simply merchandise: as every
moveable article, that can be purohased (ex-
cepting consecrated articles) is to be looked
upon bs merchandise, acconrding te the tener of
the laws, which declare : omnis sunt in commer-
Cio nostro.

Besides : in 'whatever manmer the Adminal
might have accomplished the object of the
equipment of the fleet, which was the acquisi-
tion of the said Indies, the said Admiral had a
right to his eighth; for the gains of the sea,
and their chances, are exceedingly vanious, for-
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‘tunate, uncertaih, and unexpected ;. and,mhat-
ever results from them must be divided among
.all, whether ‘it has been obtained . by force, .or
-by stratagem : such being the usagé-of all pri-
-vateers; of which we.have mmpnerablo axXam-
Pples. A

. For, if any merchants were Jomﬂy to, fit oht
a vessel, for the sole purpose of trading in mes-
chandise, and granted the captain permission
to contribute a part in the equipment, in order
to enjoy a correspondent part in the profit; if,
.besides trading, he should capture ahy town,
money or.vessel of an enemy, it is. cértain that
the same quota of such gain would helong. to
.him, as by right he would have. in the mer-
.chandise; because, although the gain proceeds
.not from merchandise, it is the actual. result
obtained in consequence of the equipment of
the vessel.

And if by chance a factor of any company,
treding in any kingdom, should obtain the fa-
vour of the king of that country, by assisting
him with loans, or by selling goods to him at a
lower price; and if the company should be
dissolved, and ‘it shoyld happen that the said
King, through friendship, after such dissoln-
.tion, were to make him a present of any thing,
.the factor would be obliged to divide it entirely
with his associates, as the real profit obtained
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thiough' thé company, although'it- hiad’ been
dissolved long since: and thus it hias been de-
dided every where, and thus the laws of these
kingdoms of their Highnesses do declare.

And the same thing happened not long ago
m Portugal:to a Florentine, the factor of'a con-
siderable company in Florence, who, after hav-
ing rendered ‘many services to the said King by
Toans, and furnishing him with other goods, was
econstrained to give a part to his associates of a
present, which the King made to him person-
ally through friendship, although the ‘accounts
had been already settled, and the company dis-
solved, it being looked upon as a real proﬁt
emanating from the said company. -
- In like manner a certain Captain Lercar, to
whom their Highnesses' made a present for the
attentions he had shewn to the Archduchess,
and as a compensation for the carack, whioch he
lost upon the sand-banks, was, by the courts of
law in Genoa, condemned to give up a part of
it to his associates, as the real profit] he re-
ceiving that portion only, which belonged ‘to
him as captam :

And moreover; if by chance any donation
should be made by an intimate friend of “thie
father to one of his sons, although all other
presents are regarded as private property, this
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woukl nevertheless. be. assigned: to the propesy
held. in conjunction with the father; beceuse
the father was the cause of it: and many other
circumstances happen comtinually, which might
he cited upon this head. But passing them
ower in silence, it will be sufficient to eollect
from all that has beex said, that the third of
the said Indies and muin-land justly belongs
to the said Admiral, as well as the-eighth and
tenth of all moveable articles, which in them
and within the jyrisdiction of this Admiralty at
whatever time, by whatsopver person, and m
any manner whatsoeveér may be. found ; they
being the real profit of his foresaid first expe-
dition, although he may not have comtsibuted

to the othera: this having been dwelt uponat .

length in another writing.

I shall here finish by declaring to their High-
messes, that they conferred the grant of sll the
said offices wpon the Admiral; in the same men-
ner as they are enjoyed by the Admiral of the
sea of Cdstile, and that he should appaint the
alguazil and ngthriés, and order them to ‘eye-
cute their duties in his name: and this is con+
formable to the custom of any knight, to whom
their Highnesses may have givén any commis-
sion or office, as may be seen in the ocase-of
many in ‘Ceatile, who take ‘to themselves- the
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imvome, - asid aaine the duty o be:perfonned
by-ene-of: their sesvanis, or enter inho anagrea-
ment with same person for that putposs,. allow-
mg him a certain portion of the salary: there-
fore he again sapplicates their Highnesses ta
* give him- satiafaction, and permit him to eze-
onts the duties. of the ssid offices, and emjoy
the emoluments thereof;. as it was settied by
capitulation and special grant. .

DOCUMENT XL1V.

Copy of a Latter written by the Admiral tothe Nursg
.. of the Prince Don Johu, (to whom be glory,).in the year.
1500, on his Arrwalfrom the Indies, as a Prisoner.

MOST HONOURABLE MADAM

-Is my cqmnhmt acmmt
tbfeworldmne.w,nscnstom of ill treating me
is old. A thousand.combats I have had with
M, #ad in-all bave resisted successfully until
the:preaspt, in which neitber arms nor prudence
have availed, me: it kegps me cruelly ower.
whelmed. My twst, in - Higa who. oreated o),
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alome-supports nie ; His dssistanee Ichave emer:
found near atthand.: It is.mot long:since, feels:
ing myself very: much depressed, He raised me
with His divine hand; saying, * Anse, thou
man of little faith, it is I, fear not.” .

-I entered with the most sineeze affection into
the service of their Highnesses, and I have ren-
dered them such service as wuneverseenu
heard of before.

Of the new firmament and land, whmh the
Lord made, as Saint Joha writes in the Apoca-
lypse, (after what had been said by the mouth
of Isaiah,) He mpdé me Mis messenger, and
pointed out the way to me. All were incredu-
lous. He ‘inspired the Queen, my Lady, Hie
dearly beloved daughter, with the spirit of in-
- telligence, and great strength of mind, to give
credit to me. I was to take possession of the
wheole in her royal name. The ignorance of ali
of them led them to display their lack: of knew-
ledge in magnifying the dangers and expences
of the undertaking. Her Highness on the con-
trary approved of i, and supported it with all
her might.

‘Séven years were passéd in treaty; axid ‘mine
in execution. Most extraordimry dnd- memos -
rable events: took -place during thet time, of
whiich you canrhave no conception. -I declsre
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upon my hanowr, that there is not oms being,
however low, who bas not tried to insult-and
degrade me. Thank Heaven! there are some

pereons who disapprove of it.
Had I robbed the Indies, or the land com-
tigaoud to it, amd which ........ is now

talkéd of at the altar of Szint Peter, and given
thiem to the Moars, they could not have shewn
greater enmity in Spain against me. Who
wouald have believed this of a eountry, which has
always been so.renowned for its generosity? .

I could bave wished much to have freed my-
self from this affaiv, if I could have done it with
honour towards the Queen. My confidence in
. God and her Highmess, enabled me to perse-
vere; and to alleviate, in some measure, the
grief into which she was plunged, by the death
of her son, I undertook another voyage to the
new heaven and earth, which had, till then,
remained concealed. And if here the same
importance is not attached to it, as to my former
voyages to the Indies, it is not to be wondered
at; as it served to make my exertions more
conspicuous.

The Holy Ghost inflamed Saint' Petwr, and
twelve others with him : all fought there; our '
sufferings and fatigues were great: at last, how-
ever, we were vietorious over every thing. This-
voyage of Pari#, I think, might somewhat ap-

Q
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pease’ them, on aceonnt: of the discowery of
pearls. amd gold in Hispaniola. The pearls
which were collected by the pedple, whom
I ordered to go and fish for them, and wish
whom I agreed to return, may, I think, ameunt
to half a bushel: the reason of my not wri¢-
ing to their Highnesses about.it was, that I
wished to have done the same previcualy with
respect to the gald. As I was equally suvc-
ceasful in this as in many other- things, .1
ought net.to lose them, mor my honoiir, :evem
if 1 consulted my own . advantage; or.were
I te suffer Hisprniola to be abendomed; and
if sy privileges and agreements .were. pre
sexved ; and the same remark appliea:to the
gold I have collected there. All which, at.the
expence of many lives aad : great swiferings, I
baye, through Divine Providence, brought to a
happy issué. On my-return from Paria; I found
slmost half the people in Hispaniola in-a: state
of. insurrecsion ; they have waged war, against
ms:eéven-till now, as if 1 were a Moar, and for
other causes the Indians were a grievous source
of annoyance. Just then came Fejeda, and
ateempted to crown. all. He pretended that
their Highnesses had sent him with pronxises of
gifts, franchises; and liberal pay; be coliected
together a.numerous band, as in the island of
Hispaniola there are few who are not vaga-
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bonds ; and not one with a wife and children.
This Fojeda gave me much uneasiness. - He
was obliged to depart; and he left word that
he would soon return with several vessels and,
people; and that he had left the Queen on her
death-bed. Shortly afterwards, Vincent Agnes
amrived with four caravels; whieh occasioned
some tumult and alarm, but no mischief. The
Indians reported that several others were :ar-
rived at the Cannibals and in Paria; and after-
wards that six more caravels, bringing a brother
of the alcalde, were arrived. But this was with
a malicious intention. This at last took place;
when almost all hope was abandoned of their
Highnesses sending any more vessels to the
Indies, nor did we any longer expect it, and it
was commonly reported that her Highness was
At this time, 2 man named Adrian endeas
voured to excite another insurrection; but by
the blessing of God he did not suceeed in his
wicked intention. I had resolved within my-
self never to deprive any one of his life; but
with respect to this man, his ingratitude made
it impossible for me (and I declare it with tears)
to keep my resolution. I would not have acted
otherwise with my own brother, had he con-
spired to murder me, and. deprive me of the '
e2 -
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government which the King and Queen had
confided to my charge.

‘This Adrian, as it appears, had sent Don Fer-
dinand -to Xoragua, in order to collect together
some-of his followers ; and there he had a quar-
rel with the alcalde, which was likely to have
been. attended with fatal consequemces. The
alcalde seizced him with some of his followers,
and would have tried and put btm to death, had
I not prevented it: they were kept in prison
expecting the arrival of some caravel, in which
they might have been sent off. The news which
I published respecting Fojeda, made them aban-
don ‘all ‘hopes of his ever coming back again. .
.. For six months I was preparing to return to
their Highnesses, with agood account of thegold,
and to withdraw myself from the governnient
of such an abandoned race, who neither fear
God, the King, nor the ‘Queen, and are wholly
given up to wickedness and violence. I should
have. finished by paying the people. with six
hundred thousand maravedis; for which purpose
T had collected together more than four millions
of the tenths, besides the third of the gold.

Before my departure, I several times  re-
quested their Highnesses to send out, at my
expence, a person entrusted with. the adminiss
tration of justice ; and when I found the alcalde
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in'insurrection, I renewed my supplications to
have either some more persons, or an.officer of
theirs with letters-patent; for such is .now
my reputation, that although I were to build
churches and hospitals, they would a]ways be
called dens of robbers. - ,

At last an appointment was made, but it was
very different to what the occasion demanded.
In.God'’s name let it pass, as it was their plea-
sure. I remained there two years, without be-
ing able to gain the amount of a bushel, either
for myself; or for those who were there, whilst
he has carried away a coffer full. God knows
whether all will terminate to his service. Even
from the beginniang, exemptions were granted
for twenty years, which is the life of a man;
and: the eollection.of gold was such, that a per-
son has been known to pay in five marks within
four-hours: of which I shall speak more parti-
cularly hereafter. Having éxperienced greater
mischief from the calumnies of individuals, than
advantage flom: my long services, and the prit
wileges: granted to me, it would:be an:act of
charity if their Highnesses would be pleased to
dismiss a number of those who have occasioned
my sufferings: ‘and my honour would be re-
established, and- made manifest to the.whole
‘werld ; for such 'is-the quality. of the under
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taking, that it increases daily in fame and re-
putation. :

In the mean time, the Commander Bovadilia
arrived in St. Domingo: I was then at Vega,
and the Prefect in Xoragua, where that Adrian
had made himself the head of a party, but
where now all was quiet, the country abundant,
and in peace. The day after his arrival he
caused himself to be proclaimed governor, ap-
pointed his officers and courts of justice, and
published exemptions from the payments of
gold and. of tenths, and in general from every
thing else for the space of twenty years, which,
as I say, is the life of a man; and that he was
‘come to pay every body; although they had
not fully served out their time up to that day;
and he gave out publicly, that he was to send
me and my brothers back in irons, as he has
done, and that neither I nor any of my family
would ever return there again, circulating a
thousand unbecoming and disgraceful reports
against me. All this he did on the very day
after his arrival, as I have said, I being then
absent and at a distance, knowing nothing éither
of him or of his arrival.

Having brought over with him a comndem-
able number of blank letters, signed by their
Highnesses, he filled up some of them ta the
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alealde and his consorts, full of favours and com-
" mendations; but he never sent either letter.or
message- to me, nor has he ever exchanged a
word with me till now. You, Madam, may
well imagine what any one in my sitpdtion
would feel at seeing him thus honour aud favour
a person who had endeavoured to deprive their
Highnesses of their dominion, and who had
done- so0 much injury and ‘mischief; and try-
ing to degrade him who has mmintained it in
the midst.of so many dangers!

When I was made acquainted with this, 1
fancied that he was only doing the same then
which Fojeda and some others had done ;. but
I became easier when informed by the friars,
that he had been sant out by their Highnesses.
I wrote to him to weleome him, and to inform
him that I was preparing to return to Spain,
having: sent all my property: to be sold .by auc-
tion. Respecting the exemptions, I requested
him not to bein a hurry, as I would very soon
furnish - him with the most complete information
respecting ‘them and the goversment. .The
same I likkewise wrote to the friars. But mei-
ther he nor they ever returned any answer.
On the contrary, he placed himself apon a hos-
tile feoting, and obliged all persons who arrived
there to tike an.oath to him as governor ; some
said for twenty years. No sooner was I in-
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formed of his baving granted these exemptisns,
which were wholly umnecessary, and would
have heen ¢xcessive evem to- persons baving
wives aad children, much more to a setof vaga-
bands, than with a view to remedy so great.en
ervor, (and which I thought be would have been
‘satisfied to do,) I made verbal and written de-
clarations that his pawers were incompatent fio
do so, as mine were the stsongost, and I exhi-
bited the exemptions whick were bxought b
Juan Aguado.

Thuldxdtogamtnne.m oulethhur
Highnesses . might -he . better informed. ofithe
state;of the country, and have an oppertinity
of repeating their orders aa tmwhatmgh&be
most beneficial for their service.. . . ”

It is useless to pudslish. nnchmpﬁmnﬂ
the Indies. To the oolomists, who ihave . had
grants of lands, theyare camplete gain; because
ths best lands were given to them, which, at'a
low valuation, will be worth two hundred thou-
sand dollars, at the end of four years, when the
grant of the land will expire, without their ever
having stuck a spade into it. I should met
say this, if the colonists were .married; but
there are. not five among them all, who would
not be ready to,coliect all. they conld, and de~
part at a moment’s notice. It would be. advise-
able to have Gastilians, and alse to know who



and whmt they are, and tkatthecmh‘y‘shonla
be peopled by-respectable persohs.
- 1 had mede an agreement with the colonists,
to whom thest grants were made, that they
should pay the third of the gold, and the tenths;
this was at their own request, and they received
it as an especial favour of their Highnesses.
‘As I leqraed, however, that they did not per
form their agreement, I revoked  the grants;
and I..did hope that the Commander would
have concurred with me in that mensure, but
he did ‘quite the contrury.
»: He- irvitated them against me, by saying that
I wanted to deprive them of what their High-
mtssts had gramted to them; and endeavoired
to set them at variance with me, in which he
Jbas sueceeded ; and imduced -them to write to
their Highnesses never to send me back again
so my government; (I must make the same
supplication for myself and for all my family,
unless there be a different kind of people sent
out;) he along with them caused such wicked
inquisitions regarding me, as nothing similar
was ever known even in hell. But the Lord,
who saved Daniel and the three youths by His
wisdem .and His power, watches over us, and
in like manner, if such be His will, He can de-
liver us.

-1.could- remedy all this, and all that I have
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stated to have happéned, since my avrival in
the Indies, if I were merely seeking my own
advantage, or considered it honourable. But
1 bave been hitherto restrained by my desire of
maintaining justice, and increasing the  domi-
aions of their Highnesses. Now that so much
gold is found, there is a difference of opinion,
whether it is not more profitable to go about
robbing, than to go to the mines. They will ab
readily pay a hundred castellanos for a woman
as for a farm, and it is now very common to see
dealers going prowling about for girls of nine or
ten years of age: new women of all ages are in
request.

In saying that the Commender could not
grant exemptions, I assert that I did what was
proper; as I informed him it was for the pwt
pose of creating delay, in order to allow time
for their Highmesses to receive information from
thence, to reconsider, and give such orders as
might be beneficial to their service.

He excited universal enmity against me, and
it would appear from what has happened, amd
from his behaviour, that he came out as my
determined enemy; or it may be true what is
reported, that he put himself to great-expence,
to obtain this employment: the truth I know
not. But this I know, that nobody ever heard
of an inquisitor bringing forward rebels and
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vernor; and not them. only, but others totally
unworthy of the least credit. »

If their Highnesses were to give orders for a
general inquiry here, I assure you it would dis-
. eover such things as to make it wonderful that
the island was not swallowed up.

I think you will remember, Madam, that when
I was driven by a storm into Lisbon, with not
a sail remaining, I was falsely accmsed of going
there to the King, in order to deliver up the
Indies to him. Their Highnesses soon knew
the contrary, and that it was all said through
malice.

However ignorant I may be, nobody. can sup-
. pose me so ignorant as not to know, .that if the
Indies were mine, I should not be able to keep
possession of them without the assistance of 2
prince. Such being the case, where could I find
greater support, and more certainty of not be-
ing entirely driven from them, than in the King
and Queen, our Lords, who from nothing have
raised me to such high honour, and who by sea
and land are the greatest princes in the world ?
Who look upon themselves as indebted to me,
and preserve to me the. privileges and favours
they have granted me; and if any one seeks %o
diminish them, tkeir Highnesses enlarge them
still more, (as may be seen in the affair of Juan
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Aguado,) and order- great honour to be shewn
to me; and, as I have already told you, Madam,
acknowledge my services, and have made my
children their servants: none of which. things
I could. expect from any other printe; .fox
where there is no affection, all the rest is as
nothing. '

What I have now unwillingly stated, .is
merely to refute a malicious calumny, which I
should rather wish to banish from my memery,
as the behaviour and actions of the Commander
Bowadilla would maliciously give another co-
lour to it:: but I shall be able to. prove that his
ignorance, extreme cowardice, and immoderate
cupidity, have been the causes of. all that has
happened.

I have already mentioned, .that I wrotehto
him and.to the friars; .1 immediately departed
alone, as I had written to him, as the :troops
were with the Prefect, and likewise.to remove
bis suspicions. As soon as he heard of that, he
seized Don, Diego, and sent him en boand & can
_ mavel loaded with fetters; he did the same to-me

on,my arrival, as wel] aa to the Prefeat when he
came. He neither spoke-to me himself new
pesmitted any one else to speak to:me.;until
now; and upon.my oath.I deelame to.yon,. that
I bave. no idea why, Lam igprisoned, . { -
n. ki Grst.ntap wisL 10, take ) alk .the: gold that
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was found, without eitliet measuring or- weigh-
ing it; -and as I was absent, he said that-he
would: pay the people with it; and according
to what I have heard; he took the first part for
himself, and appointed new collectors for the
rensoms. I had put aside as specimens of the
gold, a number of pieces, some as large as &
goose's egg, others as a_hen’s or pullet’s egg,
dnd of various other shapes, collected by diffe-
rent persons in a short time, in order to please
their Highnesses; and to-enable them thereby
to judge of the value of the entérprize, together
with a eonsiderable.quantity of large stones fall
of .gold.. These were the first things he gave
away maliciously; in order ‘that their High- -
nesses might look upon the matter as of no
trifling importance, until- he had fedthered his
nest, which he takes évery method of doing
quickly. : ‘ '

The gold which has.to be melted, loses in
the process. Chains which would weigh as
much a8 twenty marks, are no longer to be
seen. I have suffered greater loss with respeet
to the gold than the pearls, because I have not
brought it with me to their Highnesses.

The Commander immediately employed
every means that he could think of to injure
me. I have already mentioned that with six
hundred thousand maravedis I would have paid
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every body, without injuring any person, and
that 1 possessed more than four millions of
tenths in the Alguazilat, without touching the
gold. He bestowed such largesses as excited
the laughter of every body; although, I believe,
he began by taking the best part for himself.
Their Highnesses will be satisfied of this when
they order an account to be taken, and espe-
cially if-1 should be present. He is continually
reporting that there is a large debt owing, but
it is not so great as I said it was. I have suf-
fered great.injury by their having .sent out an
Inquisiter over me, who knew that if. he could
substalitiate any heavy charge against me, the
- government would be conferred upon him.
Would to God that their Highnesses had
sent out him, or any other person, two years
ago; because 1 should now be freed from this
scandal and infamy, nor should I lose or be
* deprived of my honour. God is just, and will
make manifest the why and the wherefore.,
There they judge me, as if 1 were a governer
of Sieily, or of a city. or town placed under re-
gular government ; and where the laws could
be stricly executed, without fear of the conse-
quences. This I consider as very unfair to-
wards me.
I ought to be judged as a captain, who went
from Spain to.the Iixlies to-conquer a numerous
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ind: warlike people, whase customs and ideas
are entirely different from ours, inhabiting a
rugged and mountainous country, without any
regular towns like our own; by God's blessing
I-have already brought under the dominion of
the King and Queen, our Lords, another world;
by which Spain, which was looked upon as
poor, is become very rich.

I ought to be judged as a captain, who for a
length .of time, up to this very day, have borne
arms without ever quitting -them ; and by real
warriors, such as myself, and not by lawyers,
ualess they were Greeks and Romans, or any
modern nation; of such there are so many
great'and noble ones in Spain. To be judged
in aay other way is doing me great injustice,
s8.there are no towns nor regular community
in-the Indies.

The road to the country of gold and pearls
is -new open, and abundance of them may be
femly expected, as well as precious stones,
spices, and a thousand other articles; and may
nothing worse ever happen to me than what if
it please God the first voyage would give me,
as well as what would be produced. by the com-
merce of Arabia: Felix as far as Mecca, as I
wrote to their Highnesses through Anthony de
Torres, in my answer respecting the division of
the land and sea ‘with the Portuguese; and
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afterwards I would go as far as Calicut, as I
also mentioned to them, and represented to
- them in writing the monastery of La Mejo-
rada.

The news of the gold, which I said 1 would
give them, are, that on the day of the Nativity,
being very much afflicted, harassed by wicked
Christians, and the Indians, and on'the point
of abandoning every thing, to save, if it were
possible, my life, Our Lord miraculously com-
forted me, and said : Be of good cheer, and not
disbeartened nor afraid; 1 will remedy all.
The seven years of the term of the gold are not
elapsed : for this and for the rest I will provide
for you. On the very same day I learst that
eighty leagues of land, and mines at every cape
had been discovered ; at present it is believed
that they form but one. Some persons collect
120 castellanos in one day, others 110, and
some have obtained as many as 250. Several
others from 50 to 70, many from 20 up to 50,
which is looked upon as a good day's work;
and many continue to do so regularly. The
average is from six to twelve, and whoever
gathers less is dissatisfied. Wherefore it s¢ems
that these mines are like the others, which do
not every day make an equal return. But the
mines and the collectors are new. It is the
general opinion, that if even the whole popula-



DOCUMENT XLIY. 241

tion of Castile were to flock there, however lazy
a person might be, he would not gain less than
one or two castellanos a day, and it is to be
considered that this is only the beginning,
You may form then an idea of Bovadilla's dis-
cretion in giving away. all for nothing, and four
millions of tenths, without any motive, without
being requested to do it, and without even -’
forming their Highnesses of it. Nor is this the
only mischief; I know .that whatever errors I
may have committed were not done with a bad
intention, and I think that their Highnesses
give me that credit; and as I know and per-
caive that they shew merey even to those who
have wickedly rendered them a dissetvice, so I
regard it as certain that they will shew greater
compassion to me, who have fallen into those
eerrors through ignorance, and, as it were, by
fovee, as they will hereafter be fully informed ;
and that they.-will take into consideration my
services, and will perceive daily the great ad-
vantages of them. They will place all in the
balance, as the Holy Scripture declares will be
done by the good and bad on the day of judg-
ment. : :

If nevertheless they should give orders for
me to be judged by others, which I hope will
not be the case, and impeach me respecting the
affairs of the Indies, I most humbly supplicate

R
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them to send out, at my expence, two con-
scientious'and honourable persons, who, I hope,
will be easily met with, now that gold to the
amount of five marks may be found in the space
of four hours. At all events it is necessary'that
such-be appointed.
~ The Gommander, on his arrival at -8t. Do-
mingo, took up his abode in my house, and pes-
sessed himself of whatever he found in it; be
it 80, in God’s name, for perhaps he was-in want
of it. But never did a pirate behave worse
towards merchants whem he had captured. I
am grieved still more for my papers, which he
also took from me: he kept those diligently
concealed which were most necessary for my
justification. What a just and upright inqui~
sitor! Whatever he has done, they assure me
has been executed within the bounds of justice:
‘except absolutely . . . . . God our Lord is pre-
sent by his goodness and wisdom, according to
his custom, and punishes especially all ingra-
titude and injustice.
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The originals of these privileges, letters, and
grants, and many other papers of their High-
nesses, and other writings respecting the said
Admiral, are preserved in the menestery of
Santa Maria de las Cuevas in Seville.

In the said monastery there is also a copy of
the book of the foresaid privileges and letters,
similar to this. Another copy was taken of it
this year, 1502, and is preserved by Don Alenso
Sanchez de Carvajal in the Indies, written on
paper and legalized.

Another copy on parchment, similar to this.

|
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AUTOGRAPH LETTERS

OF

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS.

o

LETTER 1.

ADDRESSED TO

THE AMBASSADOR, MR. NICOLO ODERIGO.

Sir,

It is impossible to describe the soli-
tude which your departure has caused among
us. I gave the book of my privileges to Mr.
Fr=. di Rivarolo, in order that he might for-
ward it to you along with a copy of the missive
letters. ‘I beg of you, as a particular favour,
to write to Don Diego, to acknowledge their
receipt and to mention where they are depo-
sited. Another copy shall be finished and sent
to you in the same manner and by the said Mr.
Fr. You will find another letter in it, in which
their Highnesses have promised to give me all
that belongs to me, and to put Don Diego in
possession of it, as you will see. I am writing
to Signor Gian Luigi, and to the Signora Cate-
rina, and the letter will accompany this. Ishall |
depart in the name of the Holy Trinity with
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the first favourable weather, with a considerable
equipment. If Girolamo da Santo Stefano®
comes, he must wait for me, and not entangle
himself with any one, for they will get from him
whatever they can, and then leave him in the
lurch. Let him come here, and he will be re-
ceived by the King and Queen until I arrive.
May our Lord have you in his holy keeping!
March 21, 1502, in Seville.

At your commands.

S.

S. A. 8.
- X.M Y. .

X p ORENS.

LETTER II.

ADDRESSED TO

THE MOST LEARNED DOCTOR NICOLO ODERIGO.

LearNED Sig,

WaEeN 1 set off upon the voy-
age, from which I have just returned, I spoke
to you fully: I have no doubt you retained a

* There is » Narative of a voyage of this navigator along
with Girolamo Aderno, in Remusic’s Collection, vol. i. p. 382.
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complete recollection of évery thing. I ex-
pected, upon my arrival, to have found here
letters, and possibly a confidential person from
you. At that time I likewise gave to Francesco
di Rivarolo a book of copies of my letters, and
another of my privileges, in a bag of coloured
Spanish leather; with a silver lock, and two
letters for the Bank of St. George, to which I
assigned the tenth of my revenues in diminution
of the duties upon corn and othet provisions:
no acknowledgment of all this has reached me.
Sig. Francesco tells me that all arrived there
in safety. If so, it was uncourteous in those
gentlemen of St. George not to have favoured
me with an answer: nor have they thereby
improved their affairs: which gives one cause
to say, that whoever serves the public, serves
nobody. I gave another book of my privileges,
like the above, in €Cadiz, to Franco Cattaneo,

the bearer of this, in order that he might like-
~ wise forward it to you; and that both of them
might be placed in a place of security, wherever
you thought proper. Just before my departure
I received a letter from the King and Queen
my Lords: 2 copy of which you will find there.
You will see that it came very opporturely;
nevertheless Don Diego was not put into pos-
session, ds had been therd promised.

While I was in the Indies, I wrote to their
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Highnesses an account of my voyage by three
or four opportunities: one of my letters having
come back to my hands, I send it to you inclosed
in this, with the supplement of my voyage in
another letter, in order that you may give it to
Mr. Gian Luigi with the other of advice, to
whom I write that you will be the reader.and
interpreter of it. I would wish to have osten-
sible letters, speaking cautiously of the matter,
in which we are engaged. I arrived here very
unwell, just before the Queen my mistress
died, (who is now with God) without my see-
ing her.* Till now I cannot say how my
affairs will finish: I believe her Highness has
provided well for them in her last will: and
the King my master is very well disposed.
Franco Cattaneo will explain the rest more
minutely to you. May our Lord preserve you
in his care! Seville, 27th December, 1504..

S.
S. A, 8,
X. M. Y.
X pOFERENS.
Admiral of the Ocean, Viceroy
and Governor General of the
Indies, &c.

* Queen Isabella died at Medina del Campo, on the 20th of
November, 1504, in the 54th year of her age.



COPY OF A LETTER

WRITTEN BY THE MAGISTRATE OF ST. GEORGES "

1

TO COLUMBUS. A

ILr. Vir et clarissime amantissimeque Concivis
et Domine memorandissime. The distinguished
Jurisconsult, Messér Nicolo de Oderigo, on his
return from the embassy to which he was ap-
pointed from our illustrious Republic to the
most excellent and glorious Monarchs (of Spain),
delivered me a letter from your Excéllency,
which gave me singular pleasure, from the
affectionate regard, so conformable to your dis-
position, which your Excellency therein exhi-
bited towards your native country; to which
'you have shewn most singular love and charity
in wishing it to be partaker of the favours which
it has pleased Divine Providence to bestow
upon your Excellency. Your foresaid count}y
and people must feel what singular profit and
advantage they will derive from the orders you
have given to Don Diego, your son, that the
tenth of your annual revenues should be paid
to this city in diminution-of the duties an corn,
wine, and other provisions. Nothing can be
more charitable nor more memorable than this,
or will tend more to the remembrance of your
glory, which in other respects is as great and
extraordinary as, according to history, any man
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in the world has ever acquired; having by your
own perseverance, energy and prudence disco-
vered so large a portion of this earth and globe
of the lower world, whi¢h for so many centu-
ries past had remained unknown to the people
of that which we inhabit. But this great ex-
ercise of your extraordinary glory is, in truth,
much more memorable and complete, as pro-
ceeding from the humanity and benignity
which it proves you possess towards the coun-
try of your birth: on which account we pralse,
as it deserves, your disposition, ‘and pray to
God to preserve you many years. .We shall
always bear that affection towards your most
illustrious son, Don Diego, which he is entitled
to as being your son, and from the splendour
and glory of your actions, of which this our
common country is proud of having its part.
To Don Diego we have expressed by letter, as
we now do to your Excellency, our readiness
to do every thing in our power for the honour
and advantage of your illustrious family. The
above-mentioned Messer Nicolo has related to
us many things respecting your favours and
privileges, of which he has brought copies here,
with which we were much gratified, and return
you everlasting thanks for those of which you
have made us partakers. From Genoa, the 8th
of December, MDII.



LETTER of PuiLie THE SECcOND, King of Spain,
congratulating the most Ilustrious OTTAVIANO
. OpxRico, on his being elected Doge of the most

; SgrmeRepubhcquefwa.

DON PHILIP,
By the grace of God King of Spain, of the two
Sicilies, of Jerusalem, &ec.

IrLusTrIoUs and well-beloved. By the corre-
spondenee of our Ambassador Figueroa we
have been informed of the election that has
been made of your person as Doge of that illus-
trious Republic; and we have been much gra-
tified by it: for, with the good qualifications
that he writes to us are united in you, it is to
- be hoped that you will govern it in a manner
conducive to its prosperity; which I desire so
sincerely, that for that respect, and for what
regards yourself in particular, I have written in-
structions to my said Ambassador, to visit you,
and congratulate you on my part, and to tell
you something else, which you will hear from
him, requesting you to yield entire faith and
credit to him; and that you may regard it as
certain, that in all that happens in which the
Republic is concerned, we will always act with
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the same good will as in past times; because
we feel as much interest for its affairs as we do
for our own, as before this you may have been
able to perceive, and as our Ambassador will
declare to you more fully, to whom we refer
ourselves.

Madrid, 6th November, 1566.

I rue Kine.
G. PErez.

Addressed
T0 our sllustrious, faithful
and beloved Ottaviano
Gentil di Oderico, Doge
of Genva.

|
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